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PREFACE. 


DiskAsES of Joints have been 
known in all ages to be of the moſt 
calamitous tendency, but it is to be 
lamented, that very little progreſs 
has been made in the methods of 
relieving them: I can by no means 
flatter myſelf with the idea of hav- 
ing thrown any conſiderable light 
on the ſubject; I am ſenſible that 
this part of ſurgery is ſtill capable 
of great improvement, but at the 
ſame time, it may be allowable for 
an individual, without the imputa- 
tion 
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tion of vanity, to publiſh the re- 
ſult of his experience, although he 
ſhould not fully explain the nature 
of the diſeaſe, or lay down a cer- 
tain plan of cure. 
Theſe diſeaſes are of ſuch impor- 
tance, that they cannot too fre- 
quently be brought before the eyes 
of the public, nor can the attention 
of the faculty be too ſtrongly im- 
preſſed with the neceſſity of reflecting 
on them throughout all their ſtages. 
It is a fortunate conſideration, that 
they are not incurable, although it 
muſt be acknowledged, that it hap- 
pens too frequently, that they are 
not cured. The reaſons for this 
failure ſhould be thoroughly under- 
ſtood. Is it owing to the deſtruc- 
tive nature of the malady, and the 


inſuf- 
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inſufficiency of every known re- 
medy, or may it not often be occa- 
ſioned by the patient himſelf neg- 
lecting to apply in the firſt inſtance 
for proper aſſiſtance; or, is there a 
want of diſcrimination in this diſ- 
eaſe at its moſt important period? 
Whatever the cauſes may be, it is 
proper that they ſhould be known. 
As far as my experience goes, 
the ill ſucceſs attending the treat- 
ment of theſe caſes, has been more 
owing to a want of diſtinguiſhing 
properly the nature of the com- 
plaint in its early period, or to the 
neglect and indifference of the pa- 
tients themſelves, than to the in- 
curable nature of the malady, or to 
a defect of power in the healing 


=. 
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The morbid anatomy of joints 
does not ſeem to be generally known 
or underſtood ; I am inclined to be- 
lieve, that a diſeaſe of the bone 
itſelf, or its inveſting cartilage is al- 
moſt in every caſe the real cauſe 
of what is uſually termed a white 
ſwelling of a joint ; if this be true, 
it may be aſked, whether in caſes 
of this nature, a practice more de- 
ciſive than what is uſually adopted, 
ſhould not be uſed in the firſt in- 
ſtance of its attack? Is it not abſurd | 
to wait for ſurgical aſſiſtance till the 
parts contiguous partake of the 
ſtrumous diſpoſition, till all tra- 
ces of the original diſeaſe are loſt 
in that maſs of matter, which ſur- 
rounds the joint, till bone, liga- 
ment 
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ment and cartilage are confounded 
together in one general deſtruction? 

The true knowledge of a diſeaſe 
cannot add to its danger; if the 
bone be primarily affected, it ſhould 
be well underſtood, that it is ſo; 
the hazard is to be met at its firſt 
approach, when it is moſt likely 
to be ſubdued; and at this time, 
the reſources of ſurgery are ſuffi- 
cient to afford means of relief for 

a carious diſpoſition of bone in any 
part of the body. 

Too frequently however, the diſ- 
eaſed joint comes under the inſpec- 
tion of the ſurgeon, at ſo late a pe- 
riod, that it is impoſſible to hold 
out any other language than that 
of its entire removal: hard in- 
deed at this moment is the lot of 

| ſur- 
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ſurgery, and its profeffors! They 
know little of human nature, who 
do not feel, that to the ſurgeon, it 


is an irkſome and painful ſubmiſſion 


to his duty, to propoſe ſuch an ope- 


ration: he often bears the diſgrace 
of the whole previous manage- 
ment of the caſe, being probably 


called in at a time, when it is 


impoſſible to do any thing more, 


than to exert the final effort of his 
{kill: he rarely has an opportunity 
of patiently warding off, or prevent- 
ing the ſtrumous affection of a joint, 


he generally becomes known only 


by his ultimate attempt to preſerve 
life.” ; | 
The caries of the hip joint, which. 


is the principal object of the preſent 


treatiſe, differs from the caries of 
_ other 
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other joints, in no reſpect, but what 
ariſes from its local ſituation: it is 
this circumſtance, which prevents 
it from being ſubjected to any im- 
portant ſurgical operation, and the 
progreſs of the diſeaſe being there- 
by affected more by the uniform 
proceedings of nature, than by the 
uncertain applications of art, an op- 
portunity preſents itſelf of making 
an extenſive obſervation on the 
powers of nature towards relieving 
a carious joint; and from thence 
much information may be gained, 
applicable to the treatment of diſ- 
eaſed joints, in other parts of the 
body. It is evident that the ſtru- 
mous indiſpoſition of the hip joint, 
is as formidable and dangerous an 
evil, as can occur to any other 

| Joint, 
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joint, yet from its firſt attack to its 


termination, it affords juſter grounds 
for hope, than for deſpair. 

If in the courſe of this treatiſe I 
may ſeem to have eſtimated too 
highly, or to have appealed too of- 
ten to the works of the antients, 1 
ſhall be excuſed by thoſe, who are 
well acquainted with the diſeaſe of 
the hip joint : the obvious difficulty 


of treating it obliges the practitioner 


to ſeek for information; and in the 
judgement of men verſed in prac- 
tice, he will not be accuſed of pe- 
dantry or affectation, who, in difh- 
cult caſes, ſhall adopt the ſentiments 
of De Haen, conſult Hippocrates, 
and having ſo conſulted him, pur- 
ſue his opinion, unleſs it has been 

cor- 
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corrected and improved by ſubſe- 
quent obſervations. | 

I with not to overvalue the wri- 
tings of the antients, but who 
is there, that has carefully read 
through the works of Mr. Pott, 
and has not ſeen the happy effect 
produced by a careful ſtudy of the 
claſſic authors of ſurgery, combin- 
ed with an unremitted clinical at- 
tention to diſcaſes and their ſymp- 
toms ? 

To this ſabjea, « on which much 
might be ſaid, the words of a moſt 
reſpectable ſurgeon are well adapt- 
ed*: „Highly as all practical Know- 
ledge ought to be valued, it muſt be 


See the Preface to Mr. Howard's Obſer- 
vations on the Venereal Diſeaſe. 
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confeſſed, that a man may learn a 
great deal by a juſt compariſon of 
his own, with the obſervations of 
others, who have been placed in ſi- 
milar circumſtances with himſelf, 
who may perhaps have been endued 
with greater abilities, ſuperiour in- 
duſtry, and have had much greater 
opportunities of information. Nor 
ſhould any man carry his predilec- 
tion for his own notions ſo far, as 
to imagine that the ſmall contracted 
ſpan of his life, how actively ſo- 
ever it may have been employed, 
can outweigh the productions of 
many centuries, and the united la- 
bours of a prodigious amber of in- 


5 practitioners. 
CON- 


"LE 
1 


CO N TENT 


SECTION I. 
| Page 
GENERAL Obſervations on the Diſ- | 


_ eaſe of the Hip Joint —— 1 


SECTION II. 
Obſervations on the Modes of Treatment 
uſually employed for the Relief or 
Cure of the Diſeaſe of the Hip Joint 37 


SECTION III. 
Of Abſceſſes in General — 81 


SECTION IV. 
Of the Abſceſs of the Hip Joint 103 


B SECTION 


— I CI CI —˙· 1 Ir wage ene 


xvii CONTENTS. 


r 
Caſes of the Diſeaſe of the Hip Joint, 
with Obſervations 


Cask I. 
Diſeaſe of the Hip Joint in its early State, 
cured by an Iſſue made by Cauſtic 


Twi 


Diſeaſe of the Hip Joint, cured by an 
Iſſue made by Cauſtic — 
Cass III. 


Diſeaſe of the Hip Joint, attended with 
an external Suppuration, and termi- 
nating in Anchyloſis of the Joint 


CAsE IV. 


Diſeaſe of the Hip Joint cured by An- 


chyloſis, during the uſe of the Cauſtic 


CAsESs V. and VI. 


Inſtances of the Diſeaſe of the Hip Joint, 


in which the Cauſtic was applied with 


apparent benefit, and an external Sup- 


Page 


141 


ibid. 


144 


146 


pura- 


.CONT-E Nt S. 


puration enſued * drying up the 
Iſſue 


Cases VII. and VIII. 


Two Caſes of Diſeaſe of the Hip Joint 


occurring in the ſame Family — 


Cask IX. 
An Abſceſs of the Hip Joint, terminat- 
ing in Anchyloſis 


CAsE X. 


Can At 


Inſtance of Caries of the Hip Joint, fol- 


lowed by large Suppurations, finally 
terminating in an anchyloſed Joint 


| CAsE XII. 
Diſeaſe of the Hip Joint, where the 
Symptoms diſappeared, without any 


external application, or the uſe of in- 


ternal Medicines 


Cask XIII. 
An Abſceſs from Caries of the Hip Joint, 


xix 


Page 


150 


154 


156 


159 


161 


163 


B 2 | where 


„„ | CONTENTS. 


where the Wound healed without any 


difficulty; the patient remaining in 


good health, with the inconvenience 
only of a Stiff Joint _ 


 Casz XIV. 
A Diſeaſed Hip Joint, terminating in 
Contraction of the Limb, and Anchy- 


loſis of the Joint, without external 


Suppuration 


| 
| 


Cask XV. 


CAs E XVI. 


Fatal Inſtance of Caries of the Hip Joint 


CAsE XVII. 


Diſcaſe of the Hip Joint, where the An- 


chyloſis being diſturbed by external 
Injury, a Suppuration in the Joint 
came on, which ſoon proved fatal 


f 


Cast XVIII. 


An Inſtance of Caries in the Hip Joint, | 


which after eighteen years continuance 


Page 


I 64 


166 


I69 


17 


175 


proved 


- — — 

x T „ ˙ CE ID > r OP 1 
Ger 3 c „TT 
2 n el rs. 7 ” N 152 3 * n 


CONETENDS XX1 

| | Page 
proved fatal, from the Patient's Irregu- 
larity of Living, and from his laying 
aſide his Crutches, before an Anchy- 

loſis was perfectly formed —— 177 


„ 
A Caſe of Caries in the Hip Joint, during 
the progreſs of which, the Patient died 
of a. Hydrocephalus internus 179 


CASE XX. | 181 


Obſervations on the foregoing Caſes 187 


SECTION VI. 
Remarks on White Swellings of the Knee, 

and on the Caries of the Joint of the 

Wriſt; to which is annexed, a Caſe of 


Incurvation and Caries of the Spine 191 


Obſervations on the uſe of Cauſtics 4 
White Swellings of the Knee „ 


Cass I, 
A White Swelling of the Knee cured by 


Iſſues made by Cauſtic — 198 
| CASES 


* 
\ 
3 


xxii CONTENTS. 
| f Page 
Casxs II. III. and IV. 
Three Inſtances of White Swellings of 
the Knee cured by Iſſues made by 
Cauſtic, and by repeated bleeding with 
Leeches 


| 


201 


2 Cass VI. 
An Inftance of Caries of the Knee Joint, 


cured by Anchyloſis, the Limb during 
the progreſs of the Cure being care- 
fully kept in an extended poſition 208 


Remarks on the Caries of the Joint of 
the Wriſt 


215 


CAsE I. 218 


CAsk II. 220 


Cask III. 5 
CSS; an ©. -| 
A Caries of the Wriſt cured by Anchy- 
loſis, or Coheſion of the Bones, from 
| Mr. David's Memoir on the Effect 


r ᷑ ůͥůn:rrr: — — = 4 — — 
" "> „ Nn * N -} 
— — — — . — « N N IL CET | — — IIS 
, 
. 


$528 

4 
2 

55 * 

: 774 
% — 

3% 

> 

: 0 


CONTENTS 


of Motion and Reſt, addreſſed to the 
Royal Academy of Surgery at Paris 


Cask V. 
Caſe of incurvated and carious Spine 


APPENDIxX. 


Explanation of Plates — 


XX111 


Page 


226 


228 


231 


239 


255 


ERRATA. 


1 
— . — 


— 
da — r4n eu nh. 


ERRATA. 


— 54. — 4, — ligaments, — /1gament. 


nations. 


98. — 22, — Inflammalions, in 


120, — 22, — are, — „. 
153. —— 8, — ſymytoms, —— ſymptoms. 
| WAs. 
iſchian. 
muſcles. 


——— 
— — 


174, — 16, — iſchain, 


— 185, — 21, — miſcle, 


6, line 16, for pereaſteum, read perioſteum. 


GENERAL, OBSERVATIONS 


ON THE 


DISEASE of the HIP JOINT. 


SECTION I. 


TIE abſceſs of the hip joint is a diſeaſe 
attended with ſuch various evils, incident 
both to the part affected, and to the conſti- 
tution in general, and occurs fo frequently, 
chat it could not entirely eſcape the notice, 
of any writer who has aimed at explaining 
the general action of ſcrophulous complaints, 
or their more immediate effects, on particular 
parts of the human body. Nevertheleſs, it 
has not been made profeſſedly, the ſubject of 
particular conſideration, except by De Haen, 
in his treatiſe De Morbo Coxario, and 

B | by 


„ „„ 
by b Mon. Petit,” in his well-known work 


on diſeaſed bones. 


This diſeaſe of the hip joint, . every 
ſtage of its progreſs, from its earlieſt appear- 
ance, in ſlight lameneſs, and general debility, 


to its final cataſtrophe, unequivocally mani- 


feſted in the deſtruction of the thigh joint, 
and in emaciation of the whole body, is mark- 
ed throughout by peculiar and characteriſtic 
ſymptoms; theſe have been, however, in a 
great meaſure, overlooked, and fewer cau- 
tions have been given, with reſpect to the 
treatment of this very common diſeaſe, than 
of many others of leſs frequency r 
portance. 

The difficulty in obſerving, at leaſt i in diſ- 155 


criminating properly, its earlieſt ſymptoms, 


and of counteracting or removing them, 
when truly diſcriminated, is doubtleſs a 
cauſe of embarraſſment and uncertainty, 
in every attempt to make a prognoſtic of 
its event; but be this as it may, the fal- 
laciouſneſs of its firſt appearance, and the 
difficulty of An the degrees of its 


ſub- 
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ſubſequent injuries ; are points granted by the 
generality of writers, who have treated or 
touched on the ſubject ; and the daily expe- | 
rience of ſurgeons cannot fail to convince 
them, that the whole proceſs of the diſeaſe 
affords great ſcope for conjecture, and diver- 
ſity of judgement. 

It occurs at all periods of life, but moſt 
frequently happens to children, from their 
infancy to the age of fourteen. It often de- - 
rives its origin from accidents apparently in- 
conſiderable : a degree of lameneſs, ſcarcely 
viſible, is the firſt ſymptom; and this is 
often aſcribed to indolence, or the indul- 
gence of awkward habits ; the paleneſs and 
languid appearance, which afterwards enſue, 
accompanied with. a liſtleſſneſs and want of 
activity, are ſymptoms often conſidered as 
the effects of worms, or attributed to a 
general ricketty diſpoſition ; and even when 
local injury of the hip becomes apparent, 
beyond denial, to the leaſt experienced ob- 
ſerver, it is too often regarded as a deciſive 
proof of a ſcrophulous taint, pervading the 

N gene- 
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general habit; and with a view of relieving 
the part affected, recourſe is immediately had 
to remedies, which are thought moſt likely 
to counteract the tendency of the ee 
ſcrophulous affection. 

With this intention, ſmall doſes of calo- 
mel, burnt ſponge, æthiops vegetabilis, or 
terra ponderoſa, are preſcribed: or with the 
ſame view of obviating the ſtrumous ten- 
dency, remedies of a tonic kind are ad- 
miniſtered, and preparations of ſteel, bark, 
or cold bathing, are uſed not unfrequently. 
Under theſe, and many other different regi- 
mens, the diſeaſe of the hip joint may ſeem 
to be ſuſpended ; for, like fimilar ſymptoms 
of ſcrophula, it is influenced in its progreſs 
by a variety of circumſtances, not immedi- 
ately connected with mere medical treatment. 
Whenever a remedy for a ſtrumous diſorder 
is recommended, as having been, in ſome 
inftances, fortunate in its exhibition, it ought 
to be recollected, that the ſeaſon of the year, 
the temperature of the air, the alteration of 
a mode of living, and the natural ſtamina 

| of 
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1 
of the patient, ſhould be taken into conſi- 
deration, and have their due weight, before 
the efficacy of the medicine uſed can be juſtly 
eſtimated. 

The exiſtence of ſcrophula, as a conſti- 


tutional diſeaſe, cannot be denied; it often 
affects various parts of the body at the ſame 


time, oppreſſing, without overpowering, 
the vital energies; but its attacks are oftener 
local, and where they prove fatal, theſe deſ- 
tructive effects are produced by its deleterious 
quality, operating locally upon ſuch parts of 
the animal economy, as are neceſſarily con- 


nected with its exiſtence. 


The brain, the lungs, the liver, the teſtes, 


and ſpermatic chord, the uterus, the ovaria, 


the anteriour part of the bodies of the ver- 


tebræ, the joint of the hip in common with 


other joints, experience continually the bale- 
ful effects of a diſeaſe, whereof ſcrophula may 
be ſuppoſed to be the cauſe, and to which it 
has not unfrequently given denomination. 
It may be added, that there are but few parts 
of the human body, which do not exhibit 
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continual proofs of the danger of its local 


attacks, and of the inefficacy of general 
remedies | But ſo long as ſcrophula affects 


only the integuments, or external glands, the 


hazard from it is comparatively ſmall ; the 


conſtitution reſiſts it with great energy, and 


the powers of medicine are capable of being 


exerted with probability of ſucceſs. But 


there is not in this complaint a ſpecific re- 


medy, like mercury in the venereal diſeaſe, 
which can, with a moral certainty, impede its 
progreſs ; ; if there were any ſuch medicine 
known, of ſuperiour efficacy, capable of 
checking the inflammation and ſuppuration 


of an indurated gland, or of preventing a 


thickened pereoſtium, and enlarged bone 
from becoming a confirmed caries, it would 


greatly ſuperſede the neceſſity of having re- 


courſe to topical remedies, which are both 


painful and uncertain. 


Scrophula is not unfrequently converted. 
from a conſtitutional, intoa local diſeaſe, by a 
variety of accidental circumſtances, ſometimes - 


: 1 ſlight, and * ſuch as might 


befall 
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befall a conſtitution perfectly ſound, with 
little, if any, ill effect : when by any un- 


toward accident, the locality of ſcrophula is 


determined to the hip, and ſeated in the 
joint of that part, it brings in its train ſerious 


and ſtubborn complaints; and a probability 


that the diſeaſe will terminate fatally, is 


ſtrongly pointed out by a long illneſs, gene- 


rally accompanied with colliquative ſweats 


and purgings, anaſarcous ſwellings in the 


lower limbs, emaciation in every part of the 


body, and frequent ſuppurations round the 


hip joint, unmanageable by any treatment, 
applicable to other abſceſſes. 

When this diſeaſe terminates in death, the 
diſſection of the part, diſcovers a caries ſo 
extenſive, as to include not only the head 
and neck of the thigh bone, and the cotyloid 


cavity, but great portions likewiſe of the ad- 


joining os Ilium, Iſchion, and os Pubis, 
with all their ligaments irreparably injured. 
Such indeed are the facts revealed by diſſec- 


tion, that there is no wonder at their having 
given riſe and currency to an opinion, often 


B4 allum- 
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aſſumed, that the hip diſeaſe is, from its ear- 
leſt origin, irremediable; and it muſt be 
confeſſed, that it is difficult to conceive how 
ſuch an extenſive caries of bone as is viſible 
after death, could have been prevented or 
remedied. Nevertheleſs, theſe diſcouraging 
concluſions are not always juſt and well 
founded; for there is no doubt but that diſ. 
eaſes, finally attended with large ſuppura- 
tions, which ultimately occaſion great de- 
rangement, and havock in the animal ma- 
chine, originate from ſlight cauſes, and ad- 
mit of remedy in their beginnings. 

A careful obſerver may diſcover, and 
deſtroy, the ſeeds of many a fatal chronic 
diſeaſe, before they become deep rooted and 
dangerous: even ſtrumous affections of the 
lungs, and liver, begin with flight obſtruc- 


tions, and indurations in the ſubſtances of 
thoſe viſcera, which, from the inviſibility 
of their nature, go on, producing theit 
: conſequential ill effects; obſtructions in- 
creafe and multiply, till at length inflamma- 
tion enlues. n excited by the original 
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cauſe, or brought into action by ſome ad- 
ventitious circumſtance: and hence ſucceed 
a train of fatal conſequences, which the ex- 
pedients of ſkill may alleviate, but are not 
likely to cure. 

The diſcriminating ſymptoms of internal 
chronic diſeaſes, are not yet delineated with 
ſuch accuracy, as to inſtruct the generality of 
practitioners, how to diſtinguiſh them in their 


earlier ſtages, or how to proceed on a certain 


efficient practice for their prevention or cure. 
It ought likewiſe to be noticed, that although 
an experienced and attentive obſerver might 
very truly diſtinguiſh theſe latent diſeaſes in 
their firſt beginnings, and, alarmed by the 


apprehenſions of their ultimate ill conſe- 


quences, would willingly exert his utmoſt 
ingenuity to check them, yet the patients 
themſelves feeling from theſe diſorders, in- 
conveniences apparently trivial, cannot eaſily 
be prevailed upon to adhere, with ſteadi- 
neſs, to any well-digeſted plan of preven- 
tion or remedy, in order to avert evils, which 
they imagine to be merely dontingent, or, 

at 


1 10 1. 
at-the worſt, not likely to take Place, but at 
a period conſiderably vemate. 
This happens not uncommonly enen of 
ene affections, tending to ſuppura-, 
tion in the cavities of the body ;. but the 
progreſs of diſorders, fituated in the ex- 
tremities, comes more immediately under | 
the cognizance of the ſurgeon, and is by no 
means ſo. problematical or hopeleſs. i; "The 
parts affected by them, are always more ſuper- 
ficial, and conſequently the progreſſion of 
diſeaſe is more eaſy to be traced than in te 
viſcera. The joints of the upper and lower . 
extremities, are ſufficiently perſpicuous in 
their ſtructure, and cannot be diſeaſed to any 
dangerous degree, without betraying an inap- 
titude for their fi unctions; and the moment ; 


that this becomes obvious, the ſurgeon inveſ- 


tigates the cauſe, and, where ſymptoms ſhew | 
the remoteſt danger of ſuppuration, he in- 
ſtantly has recourſe to thoſe local applica- 

tions, which experience has evinced to be, 
not only capable, in many inſtances, of ſtop- 
ping the advancement towards caries, but 
| 5 5 even 


11 

even ſufficiently efficacious, to recover the 

Uo from a diſeaſed, to a healthy Nate... 

+ , Thecaries of the hip joint, always nin] | 
in its conſequences, and ſometimes fatal in 


its event, ſteals on at firſt ſo imperceptibly, | 


and arreſts the attention ſo: little, that it is 
es ſcarcely conſidered as a ſerious diſeaſe. E he 
conſtitution is not, at firſt, materially affected 

by it; paleneſs of countenance, fits of lan- 
guor and heavineſs, ſucceeded by propor- 
tionableflows of ſpirits, and ſudden. exertions, 
are incidents, ſo, common. in the lives of 


 . young people, that they paſs for commen 


85 circumſtances, and attract but little notice, 8 | 


They are, however, ſymptoms, often accom- 0 
panying the firſt pathognomonic marks of 
. this diſeaſe, which are a ſort of limping | 
gait, lameneſs ſcarcely diſcernible, and a 
weakneſs of the leg, and ic Jub beein- 
ning to be apparent. | | 

| About this time, the Henk on ſtuict ex- 
amination, will be found, both in the thigh, 
5 and on the calf of the leg, to be really 
leſſened in its circumference. A ſtriking 

101 | 1 alter» 


alteration likewiſe, takes place with regard 
to its length. It is more, or leſs elongated ; 
the elon gation is viſible, and the degree of 
it aſcertainable. Let the patient be placed 
in a horizontal poſition, with both his legs 
extended properly for a compariſon with each 
other ; the patella, with the condyles of the 
thigh bone, will appear in the diſeaſed limb, 
manifeſtly lower than the ſame bones on 
the ſound fide. ſt may be ſtill farther aſcer- 
_ tained by an inſpection, and compariſon of 
the relative ſituations of the great trochan- 
ter, or the internal malleolar proceſs of the 
tibia, with the correſponding parts of the 
ſound limb. On viewing attentively the pa- 
tient in an erect poſture, it is clearly diſcer- 
nible, that there is, on the diſeaſed fide, an 
alteration with reſpect to the natural fulneſs 
and convexity of the nates, that part appear- 
ing flattened, which is uſually moſt promi- 
nent *; 10 a little below, towards me 
Many of theſe charaQetiſtic marks 1 the di Neale are 

ſhewn in plate 1.5 
thigh, 


16 1 


thigh, there is a degree of ſwelling, different 


from, and ſtrongly contraſted to, the natu- 
ral appearance of the ſound limb. 95 
A pain in the knee, is another e 


ſymptom, not unuſual in the courſe of this diſ- 


eaſe, and ſo violent is it at times, as to diſturb 
the repoſe of the patient at night, and to oc- 
caſion the moſt agonizing ſcreams. The 
knee, nevertheleſs, after the moſt minute ex- 
amination, will be found in a perfect found 
ſtate, although it has often been ſubjected to 
the fruitleſs trouble of fomentations, plaſters, 
and embrocations, whilſt the real ſeat of the 
_ difeaſe has been neglected, and the proceſs 


to caries, permitted to go on with its natural 


rapidity, accelerated occaſionally by adven- 
titious circumſtances. 

It may be till farther obſervable, that the 
patient, in ſtanding, does not ſupport the 


weight of his body equally on both legs. 


| The (ound limb will appear ſtrongly exten- 
| ded, bearing upon it more than its due pro- 


portion of the weight of the trunk, whilſt 
the nn. projects outwards from the body, 
| with 
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L 14 J 
with its knee bent, and the patient diſcovers 
an inclination to reſt rather on his toes, than 


to ſupport the weight of that ſide of his body, 
| Surly on the whole ſurface of the foot *. 


Fe not only becomes more unable to move 


: he diſeaſed limb, with the ſame. facility. as. 
the ſound one, but the lameneſs increaſes on 


him ſo much, that he is under the neceſſity 
of graſping the affected thigh with his hand, 
in e! to give it a en mo 
DDR WISE 
"Ther. are alſo ather e e in the 
early ſtate of this diſeaſe, which ought not 
to be paſſed over in filence, as every cir- 
cumſtance, which may be thought charac- 
W deſerves notice, and ſerious con- 
ſideration. In a morning, the patients 
walk ſtiff, and with evident difficulty; the 
difficulty becomes leſs apparent in the courſe 


— 


of the day, but wearineſs comes on, in an 


unuſual degree, towards the evening, and 
pain enſuing, they repair to reſt at an early 


ww £ 


1218 plate I. Godin 1% ed 
hour. 


ecxerciſe; in their 


„ 
hour. In quick exertions, and in rut 


4000 averſe to motion, they have ns 
15 great livelineſs; and Aa prompt d di ſpo 6 on 


hell hs thigh! jafſafied; is- ordinatily bent 
forward: and every attempt to alter that 
| e attended with : Brea at pain, w which 


exertion or violence, employed to ſtretch 
out the limb to its full length. The parts 


ſurrounding the joint, on preſſure, evidently 
betray no great degree of painful ſenſation, 
but, in general, ſome tenderneſs, where it 
is moſt likely to ſuffer by compreſſion, par- 
ticularly behind. the great trochanter, where 
R there is not much cellular membrane, or 


muſcle to cover the joint. 1 hey feel, more- 


over, a tenderneſs in the groin, where the 
hanphatic glands are neee found to be 
a little enlarged. F 459 

The diſeaſe tn: POO Peng at. dae in- 
* itſelf by the ſymptoms above men- 
tioned ; it is not, however, uniformly pain- 


* - - 


ally, they are apt to fall; and though 


poſture; in 


[ 16 1 
ful, but variably ſo, being influenced by 
the efficiency of the means, adminiſtered to 
countera& the proceſs of a ſcrophulous ca- 
ries in the joint, or by the power of the 
conſtitution withſtanding its attacks. It 
frequently happens, that the unfavourable 
appearances alter, and are ſuſpended for a 
conſiderable time, inſomuch, as to be ſeem- 
ingly removed; but if they return, it is 
with additional violence. The lameneſs 
becomes more obvious, the pain more ſen- 
ſible, the emaciation of the limb more 
viſible, and the general prevalence, and in- 
roads of the diſeaſe on the conſtitution, 
manifeſt themſelves ſtrongly, by low hectic 
s and great proſtration of ſtrength.— N 

At length it happens, that the limb, which 
was before elongated, ſhortens ; and when- 
ever this cireumſtance takes place, which 
may eaſily be aſcertained by an actual men- 
ſuration, it announces the probability of an 
enſuing external ſappuration ; and the great 
difficulty of preventing it, calls for the or 
unremitted exertions of the ſurgeon. 


The 


1 * 


The rapid approach to fuppuration is mar- 
ked by an aggravation of all the local ymp- 
toms; à greater degree of tenderneſs and irrita - 

mani feſt to the touch; the enlargement of the 
external parts becomes more viſible, particu- 
larly, on the upper and exteriour parte of che 


| yo upward to ain ou and 18 * 
parently, the foot can 4 ide to the 
ground, and finally, the patient no longer 
able to depend on the limb affected, ſup- 
ports his body on erutehes, and on his 
ſound leg, whilſt the diſeaſed one hangs a 


burthenſome, and painful 1dage to the 
trunk, with its foot extended, and perhaps 
eedema e miſerable Gy the 
ſpace of time, till the abſceſs ae diſ- 
_ nn . er Elſe a thin, 


ae — ſerous 


or ſhorter 
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ſerous fluid, ns with ſubſtances, fe- 
At this time, ee eee 1 i; 
place, which generally marks the moſt diſ- 


treſſing period of this formidable complaint. 


The patient grows languid, and hectical, 
loſes his appetite, becomes ſubject to colli- 
quative purgings, ſweats profuſely at nights, 
and Hin n 6 n the N a 

If be diſeaſe does not now terminate * 
rally as it often does at this critical period, 


theſe diſtreſs ful ſymptoms continue for a long 


time: If the patient happily ſtruggles through 


them all, and at length recovers, it is after 
a tedious confinement to his bed, with a diſ- 
torted hip, and an emaciated limb, which 


has either formed an inſecure connection 
with the os innominatum, or become an- 
ae in the hip joint “. „ 
«I Aenne however, a een e 
I ſuppuration is not al- 


Ways 


1 9 ] 
ways ene and unavoidable conſequence . 
of the ſhortening of the thigh bone, and of 
the caries of the hip joint. Inſtances occur, 
not unfrequently, in which patients undergo 
the whole proceſs of the early ſymptoms of 
this diſeaſe, to the elongation, and ſhorten- 
ing of the limb, and even an anchyloſis in 
the joint, without any external ſuppuration. 
At times too, it happens, that a ſuppu- 
ration is formed, that the abſceſs burſts, 
and that a ſhortening of the limb takes place, 
when yet no fever enſues, nor any very dan- 
gerous ſymptoms ſupervene “. Theſe very 
fortunate circumſtances are however, rare, 
compared with the great frequency of caſes, 
in which numerous evils uſually reſult from 
the caries of the joint, and its external. hind 
puration. 7 8 = eres 
In the inveſti — 5 thi ; nid; every 
other diſeaſe of equally dangerous 'conſe- 
quences, it is advantageous, and indeed re- 


/ 


quiſite, to acquire the trueſt and moſt accurate 


Ses caſes XIII. XIV. 
Cc 2 poſſible 


t «6 1} 
bote notions "of che injurious alteration | 
internal parts, which conſtitutes the 


nal morbid 8 The 
7 of this diſeaſe, is certainly moſt 
wanting in its earlieſt ſtage; for at its 
concluſion, opportunities too frequently 
e 8 the eee bf C 
onion Sende on inſpeRtion; hc it ter- 
ates fatally, to go on in its operation, to 
aa ultimate deſtruction of almoſt all che 
Wn 1 and nn connec 
The diſcaſs here Oy? ef, mb Bor- tal ir 
its firſt attacks, nor productive for ſome time, 
of very great, or inſupportable meonvenien- 
ces; it is in moſt inſtances, conſiderably ad- 
vanced i in its dangerous progreſs, before ap- 
plication. is made to the a "who has 


tion, It, can only happen, when, he patient 

identally a victim to ſome other diſ- 
kak place in 
the practice. of an individual, it bas however 


Rarely as this is likely t to tak. 


occurred to me, more than once, and war- 
rants me to affirm, that a conſiderable. caries 


of bone, in the cotyloid cavity, or in the head 


of the thigh, bone, may exiſt, before any ex- 
ternal ſymptom could have aſcertained ſucl 


a circumſtance. A 
The following. is pt * et a patient, 


= ſuffered from the diſeaſe of the hip 


joint, for ſeveral months labouring under the 
primary ſymptoms | characteriſtic _ of his 
aplaint, but finally deſtroyed by a violent 


See not ner connected with his lo- 


at complaint. 


„ 


of a fair complexion,. bow hair, 7 of | 


healthy parents, both living at this time, re- 
ceived a blow on his groin, about fourteen 


months before his death, from a cricket ball, | 


rd with conſiderable force. His mo- 
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E 
ther, ſoon after he received the blow, thioug 
that he halted à little, but his lameneſs was 


not very apparent. It was not however, til! 


eight months after the accident happened, | 


that it was judged neceſſary to n recourſe 


to a ſurgeon for advice. 
this period was very bee i ide Pn 


in the groin and thigh, ſhooting backwards 
toward the nates, was ſo acute, that, although 


naturally a chearful child, he could not 8 


* himſelt from frequent ſcreaming. 


He had now become uneaſy, reſtlefs, and 
was continually getting up from his chair, 
particularly at his meals, which he prefer- 
red taking in an ere& poſture, reſting on 
the ſound leg, or frequently ſhifting" about, 


to vary his mode of ſtanding. His health 


in other reſpects did not appear to be much 


affected, his appetite was good, and his 


ſleep was not much interrupted, till a 


ſhort time before his death, when he be- 


gan to cough, w—_ to > thew eme of 
bona r wy” | wn | 


KN the time he was s brought to the Weſt- 


. 25 1 


for Aſſiſtance, 


the pain had become more violent in tlie 
groin, and in the thigh; a very conſiderable 
degree of lameneſs was manifeſt, and” the 
inguinak Iymphatic glatids were ſwelled: a 
_ cauſtic was then applied to the hip, a little 
behind the great trochanter ; ſoon after this 
application, he grew ſo much better that he 
indulged himſelf in the uſual paſtime of 
boys, jumping with a rope, and ſtanding 
upon his head; his cough was much abated, 
and the pain in his hip was entirely gone. 
The limb notwithſtanding, ſtill eme, 15 
be waſted, and was certainly elongated.” 
Soon after this time he was ſeized with a 
fever, attended with petechiæ, which put 
an end to his life in the courſe of a few 
days. 1 obtained leave to examine the limb, 
and found the elongation ſtill very evi- 
dent, and demonſtrable in the dead body. 
There was in the cavity of the hip joint, a 
ſmall quantity, about a tea- ſpoonful of mat- 
ter; the head of the thigh bone was a little 
1 the capſular li; gament rather thick- 
1 5 Y ened, 


way! with the acetabulum 4 the cat 
lage kni the cotyloid cavity eroded in one 
bh. , with a ſmall aperti e , through which 
A probe might be paſſed, underneat the car- 
en into the intemal ſurface; f the os 
pubis, on one ſide, and on the other, into 
the os iſchii the oppoſite. or external art of 
the os innominatum ſhewing more appear- 
ance of diſeaſe, than the cotyloid cavity . 
Some time before, I had examined by diſ- 
N another diſeaſe of the hip joint, 
which had not proceeded to an external ſup- 
puration; but not having preſerved the mor- 
bid parts, I can only ſay, that the diſeaſe 
was in this ſubject farther: advanced, that 
the limb was beginning to ſhorten, and to 
be contracted forward, that the patient, who 
Was a boy at ſchool, being thrown over a 
form, was taken home in great pain, and 
died in a few days . with fever in con- 
vulſions. 
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On ex mn tion; of, the join; air 
there was no appearance of, inflam 
tenſion, or ſwelling externally; | 
| tyloid cavity was, thorot 

cx lages ended 1908 cn 


4 h. 


e — namely, that 
2. morbid, tate, of the cartilages and bones, 
which n the hip joint, is the cal grigin, 
| 2 le, Ain mn tal 
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The carious date of the hour in, wel; 
tion, is not therefore the effect, but the caul 
of the formation of matter, and this caries 
is not to be attributed to a diſordered ſtate; of 
: the ſynovia, corroding the head of the bone 
and the cotyloid cavity, nor to the acrimony 
of any matter collected chere, and ſuppoſe 
to produce this ill effect. There is a ne. 
7 for aſeeraining diſtinctions of this 


n nature, | 


£6 3 
rattite, in order to found the'propen indie 
1 of a. mode 4. cure: bee if _ "if: 


mentioned, eher an acrimonious ſtate f | 
[ fynovia, or an exiſtence of matter of a cor- 
toſi ve quality in the joint, a practies very 
different, from what is now gener 3 
ſued, would certainly be preferable. ' 
* Mr. Freke, in his Eſſay on the a of 

«healing, ” p. 218, conceiving the caries 
of bone, in the diſeaſe here treated of, to 
be the effect of an acrimonious ſynovia, re- 
commends an early opening into the joint, a: 
the beſt method of preventing the ue rn 
nicious conſequences. He compares the uſe | 
of Hnovia to Good olive oil for locks,” 
but, adds he, «Tf oil of vitriol be uſed in- 
ſtead of it, the effect need not to be told. Log 
lt mult be admitted, that, if Mr. Freke's 
eory of this diſeaſe were unqueſtionable, 
e early opening, he recommends, would 
be the moſt eligible practice, as tending to 
0 in che RE ny poſſible; the 


* 2 noxious 


. 

noxious fluid. It is however certain, that 
ſuch a practice is found by experience to be 
injurious; for the opening of abſceſſes of 
joints, whether it be made by cauſtic, inci- 


fion, or ſeton, has not the ſuppoſed ten- 


dency to prevent, but on the contrary, is 
known to increaſe the diſpoſition to caries, 
and muſt conſequently; promote and accele- 
rate every bad ſymptom, reſulting,” ſooner 
or later, from the ſtrumous nnn of 
thie's tected part. nid 0D Ai 28 | 
It may ſtill be * and aca 
he has been advanced, that-it contravenes 
a common opinion, that the cauſe of this 
diſeaſe is not primarily to be looked for in 
the joint itſelf, that it may as well be ſup- 
poſed, to originate in the more external 
parts, in the involucra of the joint, in the 
cellular membrane, in the perioſteum of the 
bones, in the muſcles, or in the lymphatic 
glands.” It may be faid too, that ſuch a 
caries of bone, or ſuch a diſpoſition to ca- | 
ries, as is ſtated in the caſe, above 'mention- 
| 6 cannot well be conceived to exiſt in ſo 
1 I | | early 
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4 welſed by 10 del eee ce  where= 
as in no very diſſimilar cafes, a diſea 
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pearaiive/ inactive, or hs its operation pro- 
dueing no very dangerous ill effects. 


This objection is the more ſpecious and 


plauſihle, as it is admitted, that the ſubjects 
dioerity of eee in- 


in 
bones of 1 Ae See and in ben of 


rapidity, by hedtical 3 and aher 
very conſpicuous; ill effects. It may be added 
ta alb this, that ſuch a caries of bone in a 
ee friction as the hip joint, 


bably cauſe inflammation, 


and bring on ſuppuration, much ſooner 
tham it uſually takes place, according to the 
foregoing account of: the diſeaſe. -/ 0 20180 


Such analogical reafoinings without doubt 


may W 
Vi 169 | 8 anſwered 


. 
* 
— 


vary in our opinions about them. The facts; 
with regard to the morbid anatomy of this 
diſeaſe in its earlier ſtages, can only be proved 
by the diſſections of ved e _ Oe” 

die during its felt attack. t S103 10 
fore mentioned, it may 10 obſerved, that in 
vital parts of the human ſyſtem, even in the 
brain'®, ſtrumous indurations are known ts 
FR diſsvery of their dangerous ten« 
dency: their miſchievous eſſects are oſten 
| flow and gradual, and the fatal 
do not appear till ſome time after, accord. 
ing to the natural progreſs of the diſcaſe, 8 
its exacerbation from ſome external or inter. 
nal cauſe, which excites an 0 abet 
| Ee in eee 979 TH 2: 
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In like manner, a ſtrumous induration, and 
enlargement of the liver, or of the ſpleen 
often ſubſiſts, and is known as a chronic 
diſeaſe, by its effects on the animal ceco- 
nomy, for a long time, before it produces 
eee or ſuppuration in the ſub- 
an of thoſe viſcera, an accumulation of 
water in the cavity of the abdomen, or any 
of thoſe ſymptoms, which are the final, and 
fatal conſequences of the original diſeaſe. 
Even in the lungs, that part of the hu- 
man body, moſt ſubject to ſtrumous affec- 
tions, and neceſſarily in continual motion, a 
diſpoſition to pulmonary phthiſis, is well 
known to exiſt, long before its fatal termi- 
nation, in tubercles and ſuppuration. 
eee 
much more nearly allied to the diſeaſe in 
gqueſtion, is it not well known, that in the 
diſeaſe of the incurvated ſpine, ſo accurate- 
ly deſcribed. by Mr. Pott, a diſpoſition to 
caries, and even a deſtruction of. parts, muſt 
neceſſarily have taken place, before the ca- 
ries, is indicated, or aſcert inec by that an- 


n 
gular incurvation, 6 is the marked ef- 
fect of a loſs of ſubſtance, in the anteriout 
part of the body of the vertebræ ? Every 
joint of the upper, and lower | extremities, 


occaſionally exhibits a ſtrumous indiſpoſi - 
tion of its cartilages or bones, and this may 


exiſt for a very conſiderable time, with more 


or leſs local inflammation, before an ex 


nal ſuppuration takes place.. 


The diſeaſe of the hip joint, produces a 
weakneſs of the lower limb, neceſſary to be 


diſtinguiſhed from a paralytic. affection, to 


which it is liable in common with other 


parts of the body; and it is likewiſe requi- 
ſite to diſcriminate it from that partial debi- 
lity, often incident to the lower limb, in the 


complaint, which is well known by the 
name of pſoas ab . n FE; 1 Nen Hf 13 
As the diſeaſe of the hip; 5500 eee 


advances towards ſuppuration, in the courſe 
of its natural progreſs, the local injury of 
the joint becomes evident from external ap- 
pearances; but in the beginning. anne earlier 
WO ** its diagnoſtic ſigns, 
although | 
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not always obvious. 10 W 
The pain in the "PG PI ap- 
| pearance of the nates, the elongation of the | 
limb. che uneaſineſs felt in moving the joint, 
clearly e eg the hip diſeaſe from a 


paralytic affection. The ſame nn, 
ſerve in nes; to diſtingui 
the abſceſs known in many caſes; to ctigi⸗ 
nate from a caries of the lower dorſal verte- 
bres or thoſe: of a Ae near . e 
In dle 8 en the matter esche 
in conſequence of caries, is prevented from 
making its way outward on the back, by 
the chickneſs of the bones, and the ſtrong 
eompages of the muſcles on the loins, and 
is ſtill more reſtrained from waking 
7 core, and abdominal rk 3 
falls down on the eee * paſſing 


ere hang 


an 
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an abſceſs near its inſertion in the inſide of 
_ thigh. | 

In the ac of this abſceſs, Ina are 
ſome external ſymptoms, not unlike thoſe of 


the hip diſeaſe. Of theſe, it may be pro- 
per to mention here, that the thigh is ge- 


- nerally bent forward, which gives a flatten- 
ed appearance to the nates on the ſide af- 
fected; this ſymptom, in the diſeaſe of the 
hip joint, ſeems to ariſe from the inability, 


which the patient feels of ſupporting the 


trunk on the infirm joint; whereas, in the 
pſoas abſceſs, the ſimilar circumſtance of the 
_ thigh, being bent forward and upward, ſo 
as viſibly, to give the appearance of depreſ- 
ſion to the glutæi muſcles, may probably be 
owing to the irritated condition, to which 
the pſoas muſcle may be ſubjected, from the 
weak and morbid ſtate of that part of the 

bone, into which its origin is inſerted *, - 


8 - . 
E v8 


* T have conſidered the pſoas abſceſs, as originating 
from diſeaſe in the anteriour part of the lower dorſal, or 
D- the 


1 c 34 ] 
In diſcriminating between the abſceſs of 
the hip joint, and that proceeding from 


diſeaſed vertebræ, it muſt alſo be remar- 
ked, that in the latter diſeaſe, the mat- 


ter inſinuating itſelf between the muſcles of 

the back, does at times make its way outward 
on the loins, and even on the nates, and 
often burſts nearly in the ſame place, where 
the abſceſs of the hip joint frequently ap- 
pears. Nevertheleſs the ſurgeon, who at- 
tends carefully to the antecedent ſymptoms, 
will not find it difficult to diſcover the 
real ſeat of the diſeaſe, which is of the ut- 


moſt importance to aſcertain with preciſion, 


in the firſt inſtance, in order to inſtitute a 
proper mode of cure: although in the latter 
the lumbar vertebrz ; although this may not be univer- 


al the caſe, I am authorized by the opinion of the 


moſt reſpectable writers to ſay that it frequently is ſo, 


and from my own experience I muſt affirm that when- 


ever I have had an opportunity of inſpecting after death, 
the morbid ſtate of the parts connected with this diſeaſe, 


I have uniformly found a very conſiderable caries of the 
bones above mentioned. | 


3 


EE 
ſtages of theſe different abſceſſes, the true 
knowledge of their locality, .is not equally 


eſſential, as the treatment of both neceſſarily 
becomes the ſame, or very ſimilar. 
The elongation and waſting of the limb, 
the pain in the knee, the uneaſineſs felt in 
moving the head of the thigh bone in its 
ſocket, are all prominent and characteriſtic 
features of the hip diſeaſe : if yet at times, 
there may be appearances in the pſoas ab- 
ſceſs, which bear ſome reſemblance to thoſe 
ſymptoms, it muſt certainly be admitted, that 
they are by no means ſo ſtrongly marked, as 
they are in the abſceſs of the hip joint: 
moreover, the pſoas abſceſs has generally one 
leading ſymptom peculiar to itſelf, namely, 
a ſenſation of weakneſs in the loins, near the 

: origin of the pſoas muſcle, attended with a 
degree of tenderneſs, diſcoverable by the 
touch, if the parts undergo a minute ex- 


amination. 
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SECT. I. 


2 ons on the M odes of 7 reatment ally 
employed for the Relief or Cure of. 2 | 


Diſeaſe of the Hip Joint. 


Havmns, in the . ſcion, pre- 
miſed ſome general obſervations on the diſ- 
eaſe of the hip joint, on the ways of aſ- 
certaining its exiſtence, and the means of 
diſtinguiſhing it from the moſt ſimilar 
complaints, I may now ſuppoſe a caſe;of 
this diſeaſe ; let it be ſtated then, as in its 
early ſtage, not yet ſo far advanced, as to 
be productive of any manifeſt indications of 
external ſuppuration ; I ſhall only ſuppoſe 
its actual exiſtence, and locality aſcertained, 

or at leaſt ſtrongly marked by Fare gnomo- 
nic ſymptoms. 

The firſt object of e inquiry, 
muſt neceſſarily be, what is the beſt method 
to be taken, to relieve the inconveniences 
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it has already occaſi oned, and to prevent the 
future calamities, likely to ariſe from the 
diſeaſe left to its natural courſe. 

In the conſideration of a remedy, or mode 
of treatment, adequate to remove a com- 
plaint, which is either: diſpoſition to caries, 
or a real caries, actually exiſting in the bones 
of the hip joint; it would be uſeleſs to enu- 
merate the great diverſity, and contrariety 
of fomentations, plaſters, and embrocations, 
which have been tried, repeated, and re- 
commended by regulars, and irregulars in 
the practice of phyſic, and ſurgery. 

"Internal medicines have not been more 
ſucceſsful; hemlock and burnt ſponge, pre- 
parations of mercury and antimony, have 
been all employed to remedy this diſeaſe, 
without the record of a ſingle fortunate 
event: nor have tonic remedies been uſed 
with greater advantage : the cold bath, ſo 
far as my experience goes, has been uni- 
formly detrimental, without the ſhadow of 
an exception, and the peruvian bark does 


| not 


\| 
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not ſeem to poſſeſs any powerful influence 
over this complaint, although it may be 
found ſerviceable in particular caſes, where 
colliquative ſweats, and ſymptoms of great 
weakneſs, ſeem to ariſe from the general 
debility of the habit, during the natural ** 
greſs of the malady. 

Bathing in ſea water, both warm and 
cold, has been, from the earlieſt records of 
medicine, an uſual practice in fcrophulous 
complaints. The elder Pliny * mentions it 

as a remedy uſed in his time for diſeafed 
bones, as well as other diſorders. In mo- 
dern practice, it is notorious, that for al- 
moſt every diſeaſe, which can be attributed 
to a ſtrumous taint, patients reſort to places 
fituated on the fea coaſt, either for the ad- 
vantage of bathing in the natural marine ele- 


ment, or for uſing it as a warm bath, and in 


ſome cafes, to experience the alteration, like- 
ly to refult from an exchange of the pol- 


* Hiſtor. Natural. Lib. 30. cap. 6. 
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luted atmoſphere of a large city, for that of 
an open country near the ſea. 
Ihe benefits, derived from this ple in 
many ſcrophulous caſes, are ſo very ob- 
vious, that they leave no room for ſcepti- 
ciſm to doubt of their reality, and ſeem to 
warrant the propriety of trying the ſame 
method of cure, in almoſt all caſes evident- 
ly of the ſame nature. It is nevertheleſs 
certain, that ſea bathing is beneficial only 1 in 
particular caſes, and by no means, to be 
conſidered as a ſpecific remedy in every diſ- 
_ eaſe of a ſcrophulous tendency. In mala- 
dies of this deſcription, which principally 
affect the lungs and other viſcera, its effi- 
cacy is very problematical, and even breath- 
ing in an air near the ſea, has been account- 
ed by phyſicians, to be n in _ 
monary complaints *. | 

It is not uncommon, to find many caſes 
of the abſceſs of the hip joint, complicated 
- with a delicate 225 irritable * of the lungs, 


© See Dr. Curmicha Smyth, on condiantiptions. 
which 
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_ which creates an inſuperable objection to cold 
ſea bathing, but, as this circumſtance; does 
not always occur in the ſtrumous indiſ- 
poſition of the bones of the hip joint, a re- 
medy, known as ſea bathing is, to be po-. 
 erfully adapted to counteract ſcrophulous ten- 
| dency, deſerves a fair trial, and promiſes to 
be uſeful in the very early ſtages of the diſ- 
eaſe. It is not unlikely, but that in ſuch an 
early period, ſea air, ard ſea bathing might 
check the ſtrumous taint, and otherwiſe in- 
vigorate the conſtitution, ſo far, that the Part 
more eee affected, 8 reſume a 
healthy tone. 

But in my own experience, I W al- 
ways found, that ſea bathing is not to be 
depended upon, when the diſeaſe is conſi- 
derably advanced, that is, when violent pain, 
diſtortion of the hip, contraction and ſhort- 
ening of the limb take place, and manifeſtly 


mark a prevalent caries, and an mg; 
danger of external ſuppuration. In ſuch 
caſes, ſea bathing is frequently A 


as 
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by ſome of the moſt * N 
of this diſeaſe. 
There can be little doubt, but een | 
a motion, produced in diſtempered 
bones, where the cartilages are known to be 
abraded, muſt be highly hazardous. Now 
it is almoſt impoſſible, to have recourſe to 
the remedy of ſea bathing, without irritat- 
can there be any thing more likely to hap- 
pen, than that the friction of unfound, or 
— will create miſchief, out of all 
roportion, overbalancing any good, which 
can a be expected, from the invi- 

gorating quality of ſea bathing ? 
3 Warm bathing, in a natural or artificial 
marine bath, is not liable to all the objec- 
tions againft bathing in the open ſea. 
This is a remedy, which appears alſo 
from Pliny, to have had the ſuffrage, and 
have ſtood the teſt of antiquity; and it has 
been revived, and adopted by modern ſur- 
_ who dere experience the inef- 
_ 
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ficacy of the medicines, recommended in 
ſcrophulous complaints; but certainly, there 
are not yet on record, a ſufficient number of 
ſucceſsful inſtances of its uſefulneſs, to juſ-' 
tify ſuch a decided preference of warm fea 
bathing, as to exclude the conſideration, or 
ſuperſede the uſe, of topical applications. 
Dr. Charlton, in his treatiſe on the Bath 
waters, has given a ſhort account of this diſ- 
eaſe, and has publiſhed a few caſes, with a 
view of aſcertaining the utility of warm bath - 
ing in this complaint. Theſe caſes are much 
in favour of warm bathing, for which he is 
an advocate, and his account of the ſymp- 
toms of the diſeaſe, is ſo evidently copied 
from nature, that it would be an PINS; 
not to tranſcribe the whole. bY 

Without giving much credit to the mineral 
impregnation of the Bath waters, as mate- 
rially uſeful in this complaint, I had con- 
ceived that the benefit, which Dr. Charl- 
ton's patients received, might have been juſt 
as well derived, merely from an immerſion 
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in common warm water. Accordingly, I 
recommended warm bathing, in common 
water, in ſeveral caſes of the early ſtage of 
the diſeaſe of the hip joint, and I generally 
found that my patients were relieved from | 
ſome of the moſt painful ſymptoms, but 
that the relief was not permanent. Never- 
theleſs, I ſtill am of opinion, that the warm 
bath ought not to be altogether rejected; 
it does not much interfere with the uſe 
of topical remedies, more eſpecially, that 
of bleeding by leeches ; and it might at all 
times be adopted with conſiderable advant- 
age, previous to the application of bliſters, 
or of the cauſtic. tb os 

Dr. Charlton, after 0 two caſes 
of the diſeaſe in the hip joint, cured in 
the Bath Hoſpital, ſays, that ** patients are 
frequently ſent to Bath, whoſe complaint, 
in the deſcription given of their caſes, 


{© is' faid to be the ſciatica, or hip gout. 
But as the ſymptoms of their diſeaſe are 
not confined to the idea, which this term 
46 conveys - 1 ſhall here enumerate them. 

"5 If 


- ++ quently longer; if the buttocks be exa- |. 
* mined, that of the diſeaſed fide, will be 


found lower than that of the well fide. 'I 


. 


f you inquire of theſe patients, where 
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their pain 1s ſituated? Some will point to 


the groin; ſome, to the great trochanter 


of the thigh bone; and others to the 


junction of the os innominatum with the 
os ſacrum. Temporary pains are alſo 
often ſpoke of in the knee, the ſhin, and 
the ankle of the diſeaſed limb. Pain in 
the acetabulum of the os innominatum, is 
frequently never mentioned, and many of 


theſe patients can bear to have the head 


* of the thigh bone, moved round in its 


ſocket without the leaſt uneaſineſs. The 


diſeaſed limb is ſometimes ſhorter than 


the ſound: one; but it is much more fre- 


have ſeen ſeveral inſtances, where the ob- 
tuſe proceſs of the os innominatum, has 
been an inch and a half lower * its 


66 + ſituation. ?? 


6% 


«© "This diſorder is Gamba „ on 
by colds, which have been caught by ſit- 
46 ting 


1 46 


ting on the damp ground. Sometimes it 
* 1s the conſequence of external injuries; as 
falls, leaping down from high places, &c. 
And very often no aflignable reaſon can 


be given for it. It happens indifferently 


to perſons: of all ages and conſtitutions. 
] could never diſcover, after the moſt care- 
ful inquiry, that thoſe of ſcrophulous ha- 
bits, were more liable to its attacks than 
others, who had ever been free from _ 
dular obſtructions. 


31:46; Its: approaches are generally made 1 


ſlow and almoſt imperceptible degrees. A 
kind of wearineſs, and inaptitude to mo- 


tion, is at firſt perceived in the limb; 


taken for ſome trick they had got in 


walking, till the ſubſequent pains have 
at length, given but too convincing a 


proof to the contrary. The miſerable pa- 


tient often long languiſhes under this cruel 


diſeaſe. His pain grows more continual 
and more violent. Inflammation ariſes, 


rmed, n and 
| 66 he 


"ml 


«<6 


«+. he dies tabid. Or, if the abſceſs breaks, 


46 


4 
12 
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or is opened, the flux of matter is uſually 
more than his ſtrength can ſupport, and 
* he ſinks under the diſcharge.” 


Dr. Oliver juſtly remarks, that, 820 s 


44 


the caſe is recent, and the patient young, 
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«+ our waters frequently effect a cure. To 
which I muſt add, that, when the diſ- 

eaſe has been of long ſtanding, they ſel- 
dom do much ſervice, and if the parts 
are much inflamed, but particularly if 
„ matter is 2 the uſe of them is 


highly injurious.” 


Our uſual method of treating ſuch 0 


44 


£6 
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is as follows: we do every thing we can 


to prevent inflammation, or if it exiſts, 


to remove it. We depend more on the 
44 external, than on the internal uſe of the 


waters. And ſuch patients are uſually 
reſtrained from drinking them, till the 
diſeaſe begins to give way; and even then 


they are preſcribed in ſmall quantity, and 


are ſometimes ſoftened with milk, or cool- 


| _ with ſpirit of nitre. We frequently 


1 2 


(487 ]:. 

lll | + purge/ſuch patients, and with advantage. 
1 Some of them require, and are benefited 
by mercurial phyſic. Bleeding is not 
omitted, eupping of the part is exceed- 

| ._ «. ingly ſerviceable, and emetics are often 
very uſeful. All theſe ſeveral evacuations 
are repeated during a courſe of nn 


_ == as circumſtances demand. 


When the patient bears bathing well, 
| | «that is, if his pain is not increaſed by it, 
| and more particularly if it abates his pain, 
** we reaſonably entertain hopes of his re- 


| r= © covery. But bathing, though it ſhould 


* conſiderably leſſen the ſymptoms of the 
Wl e diſeaſe, yet it is not always able to per- 
| 3 «© fect its cure. In this caſe, we have re- 
1 = F 1 courſe to the pump, and the ſucceſs an- 

| | | | « fwers our wiſhes, This application, how- 
= « ever, muſt be made with great caution ; 

| | and ſhould immediately be deſiſted from, 

| « if the pain is increaſed by it. Under the 
| 

| 


ted, though not cured by bathing, and yet 
3 unable to bear the pump, I have wa 
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circumſtances of the patients being reliev- 


1 
1 


1 


E 
him receive the greateſt advantages from 


emetics, and the application of lime ca- 
taplaſms, ſometimes . 3 a the 
diſeaſed parts.” , 1 


When rag makes uch patients 6 


veriſh, and increaſes their pains, no be- 


nefit is to be expected from it; particu- E : 
larly, if after carefully repeated trials, 


theſe effects are conſtantly obſerved. And 


if they are ſent to us in the laſt ſtages of 


the diſeaſe, when matter is formed in the 


part (which too frequently happens) we 
are obliged to return them to their homes, 
as ſoon as poſſible. | 


. Topical bleedings, piace a? "4 


iſſues, come next under conſideration, as 


means, which have a general- tendency to 
retard the progreſs, and counteract the ope- 


ration of a ſtrumous affection - of 1 25 hip 


joint, in its early ſtate. 


Bleeding with leeches has jouk been Li 


by experience, a remedy of great efficacy, 


* 


in checking inflammations of external parts, 


and conſequently, is well calculated to prevent 


B the 
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the formation of an abſceſs. It has in modern 
practice been uſed with great freedom, and 
ſome ſucceſs, in tumours of a ſcirrhous ten- 
dency, and in deep- ſeated ſtrumous diſor- 


ders. Doubtleſs, whatever has a well-known 


and powerful influence, in retarding external 


inflammations, may naturally be ſuppoſed, 


not to be altogether inert, when applied to 
thoſe parts, which are leſs ſuperficial. 

It is known however, that in this, and 
many other ſcrophulous diſeaſes, the inflam- 
matory diathieſis is: indolent during the firſt 
attack, and is not diſcoverable by the uſual 
ſymptoms of acute pain, and fever. On 


the contrary, the patient frequently appears 


to be in a low, ener vated ſtate, with a quick 
ſmall pulſe and a variety of ſymptoms, in- 
dicating the propriety of adopting a tonic, 


rather than an antiphlogiſtic plan. 


It happens alſo, not unfrequently, . 
ſurgieal aſſiſtance is not ſolicited on its 
earlieſt neceſſityʒ the diſeaſe, being apt in 
the firſt inſtance, to be miſtaken for rheu- 
matiſm or ſciatica. in adults, and equally. 

liable, 


. 1 
liable, at that early period, to be imputed 
in younger ſubjects, to indolence; to worms 
in the inteſtines, or to accidental contuſions' 
of the muſcular parts. 

From much experience of the Wu effects 
of repeated applications of leeches in ſtru- 
mous affections of the knee, and of other 
joints, I conceive, that ſuch a mode of 
bleeding would be very uſeful in the begin- 
ning of the diſeaſe of the hip joint: I even 
think, it might be uſed with great advant- 
age, in a more advanced ſtate of the diſor- 
der, previous to, or in conjunction with 
_ other applications, when the great and prin- 
cipal object is, to e an external 1 
puration. | 

But although bleeding * leeches, or by 
ſcarifications, may be often very uſeful, and 
always ſafe, yet, it can hardly be thought 
capable of effecting univerſally, a complete 
alteration for the better, in a bone, Which is 
already carious, or has at leaſt a 1 * 
ſtrong tendency to become ſo. FF 

The 1 application of bliſters, is re- 

E 2 com- 
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commended from general, and ſucceſsful 
practice, in diſeaſes nearly allied to this of 
the hip joint.  Inflammations in the cavity 
of the abdomen, and of the thorax, ariſing 
either from ſudden cauſes, or from ſtrumous 
affections of the viſcera, are known to be 
relieved by bliſters applied over the diſeaſed 
parts. Their application is undoubtedly ſer- 
viceable, on the firſt appearances of morbid 
diſpoſition in bones, whether it ariſes from 
{trumous: taint, or accidental injuries. 

Caries, or a diſpoſition to caries, mani- 
feſted by a thickened perioſteum, and ap- 
parent enlargement of bone, in the clavicle, 
ulna, radius, tibia, or any of the bones, 
which lie near the ſurface of the body, in 
the joint of the wriſt, that of the elbow, 
and-even of the knee, is generally relieved, 
and often cured by the repeated applications 
of bliſters to the affected parts. 

7; In enlargement of the joints of the fin- 
gers, proceeding from a ſtrumous conſtitu- | 
tion, and in that enlargement cauſed by ex- 

ternal. accidents, the beneficial efficacy of 
e- | 8 2 bliſters, 


W 
bliſters, repeatedly applied round the affect- 
ed part, is inconteſtable. Under this appli- 
cation, the enlargement obviouſly ſubſides, 
the crepitation between the bones, the con- 
ſequence of abraſion of the cartilages ceaſes 
to be felt when the bliſter begins to operate, 
the uſe of the joint is effectually 1 recovered, 
and anchyloſis prevented. | 
De Haen in his treatiſe «© De Morbo 
n affirms it, as a certainty from 
his own experience, and that of Boerhaave, 
that many patients have been relieved in this 
diſeaſe, by the repeated application of bliſ- 
ters ; he regrets , however, that every prog- 
noſtic is doubtful, the utmoſt uncertainty 
ariſing, as he thinks, from the great variety 
of cauſes, which may give birth to the diſ- 
eaſe, and from the es of the ne 
which may be affected. $92” TH 

The real nature of the evil, he ſays, is ab- 
ſolutely unknown, any farther than as it is 
manifeſted by its effects. As to the ſeat of 
the diſeaſe, he conſiders it, as exiſting in the 


| 
| | 
| 
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membranous faſcia, the muſcles, the invo- 
lucrum of the iſchiadic nerve, the perioſ- 
teum of the bone, the capſular ligaments, 
the cartilages, the bone itſelf, the glan- 
dula innominata, the ligamentum teres, or 
finally, in all the above mentioned, parts to- 


gether. 


In this deſeription ; 1 ob and the 
conſequences of the complaint, are perhaps 
inaccurately blended together. If the diſeaſe 
originated in the integuments, or in the ſu- 


perſicial parts, there is the greateſt reaſon to 


believe that pied bloegings, and bliſters, 


judge in ”"—_ coke from ates Ss 


ings drawn from diſcaſes, where the effects 


of external treatment, are more obyious to 


- our ſenſes, there appear to be many, and 


great objections againſt our adopting the 
opinion of De Haen on the hip diſeaſe, as 
perfectly juſt and ſatis factory. Wlan | 
There is an inſuperable difficulty in our 


conceivin 8. on the one hand, that matter 


formed 


1 
formed either in, or near the cellular mem- 
brane, ſhould force its way inward through 
ſtrong ligaments and tendons, to deſtroy the 
Joint, inſtead of puſhing outward, as it is 
well known to do invariably, in all other 
parts, where ſtrong ligamentous, or bony 
compages do not intervene to reſiſt, and 
fruſtrate its external appearance: whereas, 
on the other hand, there is the greateſt faci- 
lity in explaining ſatisfactorily, the ſuppu- 
ration of the external parts with the other 
{ymptoms, which accompany the hipdiſeaſe, 
by admitting of this principle, that a diſeafe 
of the bone itſelf, or of its inveſting carti- 
lage is the primary cauſe of the ſuppuration. 
If this principle be rejected, thoſe impor- 
tant ſymptoms of the diſeaſe muſt ſtill re- 


main, unexplained, or inexplicable. But it 


may be recollected here, that this aſſumed | 
principle has been conſidered as a fact, ap- 
parently well founded, and aſcertained by 
intuition in the caſe, before related. 
The application of bliſters to the hip, is 
no doubt very ſerviceable in the earlier ſtages 
„„ of 


1 J | 
of its diſeaſe; it has even been known to 
produce cures, and will generally, in that 
ſtate of the complaint, ſuſpend the diſpoſi- 
tion to caries in the bone. Nevertheleſs, it 
is ſtill a point of great doubtfulneſs, whe- 
ther this application alone may be ſecurely 
relied upon, for ſuch an effectual cure of the 
diſeaſe, as will to a certainty prevent its 
return. 

The propriety, and efficacy of ſuch an 
application in caſes -of diſeaſed bones, 
which lie near the ſurface of the body, can- 
not be controverted, but it muſt be confeſſed 
at the ſame time, that an application of this 
nature may not be equally beneficial, when 
the diſeaſed bone, or the morbid affection, 
is more remote from the ſurface, and conſe- 
quently not ſo immediately ſubjected to the 
action, and power of bliſters. 

It may be alledged, indeed, that the am- 
plitude of the ſurface irritated, and the co- 
piouſneſs of the diſcharge proceeding from 
an extenſive ſore, may well be ſuppoſed to 2 


compenſate in ſome meaſure, for the diſ- 
bo _ tance 


( 9:1 
' tance of the bliſter from the affected part. 
After allowing to this argument its full force; 
and admitting, that even in many unpromi- 
| ſing caſes, bliſtering may be very beneficial, 
eſpecially, when favoured by the conſtitu- 
tions, and habits of the patients, Mill it is 
conceived, that this application cannot be 
conſidered as fully adequate to the entire re- 
moval of ſuch deep-ſeated diſeaſes, as lame- 
neſs, from caries of the cotyloid cavity of the 
hip joint, or incurvation of the ſpine, from 
caries of the vertebræ. q 
Various ſtimulating plaſters, and cata- 
plaſms have been recommended by many me- 
dical writers, for the relief of this complaint, 
and the practice is evidently founded on the 
ſame rational principles, as the application 
of bliſters with ſimilar intentions. For my 
own part, I have not had much perſonal ex- 
perience of their efficacy, nor do I know, 
that they have lately been much employed in 
this country, in the treatment of this diſeaſe. 
They are however recommended on good 
authorities, and merit more extenſive trial. 
De 


TT 
De Haen very candidly relates the cafe of 
a patient labouring under the hip diſeaſe, 
whom he acknowledges to have teaſed with 
a repetition of bliſters. The patient left him 
by no means cured, but was afterwards re- 
lieved by an old woman, who applied a 
plaſter over the whole thigh. It was a com- 
poſition of gum maſtich powdered, and form- 
ed with rectified ſpirits of wine, into the 
conſiſtence of a plaſter. Availing himſelf 
of this hint, De Haen afterwards uſed, in 
ſeveral inſtances of this diſeaſe, a compoſi- 
tion of quick lime, mixed with honey. 

-ZEtius, Paulus Ægineta, and Schenckius, 
recommend ſtimulating plaſters for the ſame 
purpoſe. Certainly, it is not unreaſonable to 
ſuppoſe, that a permanent irritation kept 
over the diſeaſed parts, may often be more 
efficacious than a bliſter, the irritation of 
which is only temporary, with a purulent 
diſcharge very variable. 

Of all the known applications of this na- 
ture, the moſt ROY ſeems to be the fol- 

Ss Se 1 eo lowing 
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lowing plaſter, recommended by Dr. Swe⸗ 


diar, Lond. 3 Vol. I. p. 198. 


B Gumm. Ammoniac. 3j. 
Aceti ſcillitic. q. ſ. ut fiat Emplaſtrum, , 


Quo pars affea tegatur. 


A have found this plaſter, which, by ſprink- 


ling it with powdered ſquills, is eafily ren- 
dered more irritating than is here preſcribed, 
uſeful as a topical remedy, in ſome ſcrophu- 
lous affections; but in the hip diſcaſe, it has 


not hitherto anſwered my expectations. 


A practice has been lately revived, and is 
at preſent very generally purſued for the re- 


lief of the complaint under conſideration, 


which conſiſts, chiefly in making a large iſ- 


| ſue by cauſtic, near the part affected. It 


is adopted on the recommendation, and is 
warranted by the experience, of very celebrat- 
ed medical writers, and has in its fayour, 
the frequent good effects, which iſſues made 
in this manner, are known to produce in 

diſeaſes fimilar to this of the hip joint. 
Wes he principal object in the earlieſt ſages 
of 


86 f 


of this complaint, is to remedy a caries, or 
to ſtop that diſpoſition to caries, which, if 
not checked during its advancement, has a 
neceſſary tendency, to deſtroy not only the 
Joint, and the limb, but likewiſe the life of 
the patient. 

- Even in the ſubſequent periods of this 
diſeaſe, when the caries ſo viſibly manifeſts 
its exiſtence, that there can be no farther 
doubt about its having taken place, when 
the thigh bone is ſhortened, and the moſt 
unfavourable ſymptoms ſhew, that the af- 
fected parts are haſtening rapidly to com- 
plete deſtruction, it is of the utmoſt conſe- 
quence to the patient, to adopt a practice, 
which is likely to favour the quiet forma- 
tion of anchyloſis, and prevent the diſturb- 
ance and obſtruction, to which that proceſs _ 
would unavoidably be IR by an ex- 
ternal ſuppuration. 

That theſe ends may be anſwered, and 
the happieſt effects in this way, produced 
by means of an artificial drain, or an irrita- 
tion excited near the diſeaſed bone, is ob- 

vious 


4 
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vious from the general action of bliſters on 


bones in a morbid ſtate, and may be farther 


credited from the numerous obſervations, 


which may be collected from the writings of 


the moſt able practitioners, ſince the time of 


Hippocrates, to that of Mr. Pott, who ſeems 
to have aſcertained it beyond the poſſibility 


of doubt, in his treatiſe on the n 
of the ſpine from caries. FP 
Inquiries after remedies, from Gon writers: 
of antiquity, are not generally rewarded with 
many valuable acquiſitions. -'The deſcrip- 
tions, which they give of diſeaſes; are ac- 


knowledged to be, for the moſt part, faith- 


ful and accurate, but there is not always 
equal good reaſon to praiſe the felicity of 
their methods of cure; nor can the es 
boaſt with truth of being ſo happy, as 
have ſurpaſſed them very far, in len! — 
diſeaſe of the hip joint. | 
In the modern treatment, the moſt ra- 
tional, and beneficial plans, are derived 
from the antients, and are principally to be 
aſcribed to their ſkill, and ingenuity. The 
prac- 
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out an immediate recollection of Hippoc 


caſes, to which the human frame is liable. 


fi 6 


cold, of topical bleeding, of ſtimulating 
plications, and of making topical iſſues by 
cauſtic, bear honourable teſtimony to the ac- 
curate! and clinical obſervations of the great 
fathers' of phyſic and ſurgery, of whom it 
is difficult, if not impoſſible, to think, with- 


from whoſe wonderful penetration and ſaga- 
city, hardly anything which affects the health 
of man, ſeems to have entirely eſcaped. 
To the vaſt ſtores of medical knowledge 
which he poſſeſſed, his comprehenſive mind 
appears to have been in the habitual exerciſe 
of adding, from every circumſtance of a 
pathological nature, which came under his 
extenſive and acute obſervation. It would 
be vain to alledge, that he has not been ſur- 
paſſed in anatomical knowledge; but all his 
writings, and eſpecially his aphoriſms, a- 
bound with ſtriking evidence of a ſuperiour 
and accurate knowledge of the various diſ- 


At 
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At the concluſion! of the: ſixth ſection of 
that adinirable work, there are two paſſages 
relative to the hip diſeaſe, which are worthy 
of a more full and critical account, than cam 
be given in a work of this nature, or pro- 
perly inſerted as notes below; I muſt ther- 
fore refer to an appendix on this ſubject, 
containing a few: remarks, | with which I 
was favoured by a literary friend. With 
reſpect however, to what is there more co- 
piouſſy treated of, I think I may venture to 
affirm, that the doctrine of Hippocrates, if 
the aphoriſms alluded to, are liberally tranſ- 
lated, is very clear, and comprehenſible to 
thoſe; who are converſant with this diſeaſe, 
and may amount to neither more, nor fund 
than what follows. | 
Hippocratis Aphor. Sect; VI. Pg 591 
Inthe progreſs of the hip diſeaſe; the ſtand- 
ing out of the hip bone or its external 
projection, and the falling in of the nates 
behind, are ee of ſuppuration. 
« Tbid. Aph 60. When, in this 
* * the hip bone ſtands out, the 
limb 


[ 64 ] 

, limb waſtes, and the patient muſt neceſſa- 
0 rily halt, unleſs he is cauteriz 

If the preceding interpretation of theſe 
aphoriſms, ſhould be thought too looſe and 
general, and ſhould not appear warranted by 
the true meaning of the text; I ſhall not 
pretend to defend it, by aſſuming a critical 
Knowledge of Greek literature, but at leaſt 
Iam authorized to ſay, that it is ſupported 
by the appearances of the diſeaſe. My prin- 
cipal reaſon for quoting theſe, paſſages, is 
to ſhew, that Hippocrates treated this com- 
plaint, in a mode ſimilar to what is now 
practiſed, and that he was ſenſible of the 
great uſe of iſſues made dey, cauſtic, en 
effect ing its cure. 

Galen, in his commentary on theſe 0 
riſms, maintains the meaning of Hippo- 
crates to be, that an external wound ſhould 
be made by cautery, to prevent the ſubſequent 
evils of the malady. There are beſides, two 

other paſſages in the writings of Hippocrates, 
which, if taken in compariſon with the 
ne — ſeem to imply, that a 


. 
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cautery, in his opinion, ought to be uſed 
early, in the diſeaſe of the hip joint, to pre- 
vent ſuppuration. 'The ſame paſſages create 
a ſtrong ſuſpicion, that Hippocrates, in his 
own mind, aſcribed a want of ſucceſs in the 
caſes of Hecaſon, and Cyrenius, two patients 
afflicted with the hip diſeaſe, to the omiſ- 
fon of the cautery, in an ny period of the 
_ diſtemper*. _ ; | 
Celſus preſcribes the uſe of the cautery, 
in the treatment of the hip diſeaſe, and di- 
rects the mode of performing the operation. 
He orders the hip Joint to be cauterized in 
three or four places, and adviſes the ulcers 
not to be healed up, but to be kept open, un- 
til the complaint is removed . 

Paulus Ægineta likewiſe, and Ætius &, 
recommend the , in this com- 


* Hippocratis lib. E RO V. pag. 30. Edit, 
Charterii. 


Ejuſdem lib. De internis Keen tom. 7 pag. 
677. Edit. Charterii. 


f Celſi Opera. lib. IV. cap. 22. 
+ Pauli Æginetæ Opera, lib. VI. cap. To 
; ZAt11 Baſil, Edit. p. 640. e 7 
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plaint, as do alſo various authors of more 
modern date; Proſper Alpinus *, and Am- 
broſe Parey , ought to be particularly men- 
tioned as advocates for this practice, and 
Schenckius I tells of a phyſician, who ac- 
quired reputation from curing it by cauſtic, 
but he does not mention his mode of apply- 
ing it, and ſays only, that the wound ſhould 
be kept open for ſix months. | 

In ſtill more modern practice, we find 
the illuſtrious Boerhaave, and De Haen pre- 
ſeribing topical iſſues for the hip diſeaſe: 
the former, with great confidence recom- 
mends this mode of treatment, as will ap- 
pear from the following quotation: Su- 
« matur cauterium valde ignitum cum an- 
*« nulo, a quo annulo profunditas inuſtionis 
„ determinatur, et hoc applicatur coxendici, 
„% hac ratione omnes hi /Egri curantur, et 
„puto, 2 fi hæc methodus N in 


* Mages De Medicina Egyptionum, lib. III. 
cap. 12. 

1 Amb. Parey. kb. XVII. cap. 23; 

+ Schenckii Obſervat. lib. V. pag. 673. 


cc hoc 


* 
4 hoc caſu eſſet adhibita, ex centum ho- 
«© minibus, qui nunc clandicant non unus 


«© claudicaret*.”” 

Cheſton, in his pubological-j inquiries, 
mentions cauſtics with approbation, and re- 
commends their uſe for the white ſwelling 
in the knee, a diſeaſe Ae * of the 
hip joint. 

Kirkland likewiſe, a an fin. > 
a complete cure of a diſeaſe of the knee joint, 
under the direction of a farrier, who effect- 
ed it by the means of a cauſtic, which pene- 
trated no deeper than the ſkin, 

To recur to the veterinary art, it may be 
recollected that Bracken, | a well-known 
writer, and an attentive obſeryer of facts, 
remarks, that he had ſeen inſtances of the 
good effects of cauteriſing, in the diſeaſes. of 
joints of the human body. He particularly 
takes notice of a cure of this kind, performed 
by a travelling empiric, in the mode recom- 
mended by the antients, of laying on cauſ- 


Praxis medicz, pars V. pag. 389 
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tics in ſo great a x number, that he Fu ten 
at one time on the patient : the application 
however was uſeful, the e event uin finally 
ſucceſsful. p 

But it is not on the 'bafis of authorities, 
however numerous, that the reputation of a 
remedy can be permanently eſtabliſhed ; ex- 


perience muſt juſtify its preference: the 


inefficacy of other means, has long induced 
me to give the cauſtic, an extenſive trial in 
diſeaſes of joints; the reſult of my experi- 
ments confirms me in a favourable opinion of 
it, and I am well perſuaded, that many ob- 
jects of this diſeaſe have recovered the en- 
tire uſe of their limb, by having had a large 
iſſue on the hip, who would otherwiſe have 
been expoſed to the riſk of a tedious illneſs, 


almoſt inevitably terminatin g in death, or 


ow ee of the joint. 

In the courſe of the preſent ob Tien. 
it is not intended to ſtate particularly the 
manner, in which bliſters or iſſues operate, 


but merely to conſider, if they are, in any 
way of . * of producing bene- 
* ficial 


| £0 I 
ficial effects. It has been ſuggeſted, that 
the application of iſſues to the back, for 


the diſeaſe of the carious ſpine, does not in 


reality contribute to the cure, but that it is 
produced eventually, by nature alone. 
It has likewiſe been doubted, whether the 
continued purulent drain from the iſſue, has 
any good effect, as it is ſaid, that all the ad- 
vantage, derived from this practice, pro- 
ceeds from the ſimple irritation of the cauſ- 
tic; if objections of this kind, are of force, 
againſt its uſe in the carious incurvated 
ſpine, they will be found equally valid, 
againſt uſing this application in the diſeaſe 
of the hip joint. ; 
To the firſt objection, e, that an 
iſſue, well made, and managed with judge- 
ment, does not avail in the cure of the diſ- 
eaſed ſpine, it may be anſwered, that nu- 
merous , caſes are on record, which ſhew, 
that patients, with incurvated ſpine from ca- 
Ties, have recovered under ſuch treatment ; 
but this is not altogether concluſive, as there 
are undoubtedly, inſtances of its failure. 
P73 At 
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diſcharge of * from an artificial wound, 
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If the mode of cure is attempted to be 
explained, it may be more ſatis factory to 
ſay, that an external ſuppuration, when it 
takes place in the carious hip joint, or in the 
carious incurvated ſpine, almoſt invariably 
debilitates the habit, lengthens out the diſ- 
eaſe, and thereby prevents the powers of the 
conſtitution, from effecting that union in the 
diſeaſed parts, known by the name of an- 
chyloſis. Daily experience ſhews, that bliſ- 


ters have a power of checking the progreſs 


to ſuppuration in parts affected, near the 
ſurface of the body, and that iſſues, made 


by cauſtic, have a ſimilar influence in com- 


plaints more deeply ſeated ; and, if they 
have that power, they muſt neceſſarily aſſiſt 
in the greateſt object, requiſite to the cure of 
this diſeaſe, which is the prevention of an 
external wound, communicating with diſ- 
caſed bone; for few patients die. of this 


complaint, unleſs they are e to that 


unfortunate ſymptom. 
It has been ſaid alſo, that FEY continued 


made 


tn 1l 
made near the diſeaſed part, is not of itſelf 
advantageous to the diſeaſe in queſtion, but 
that the whole, or the principal benefit, is 
derived from the irritation ; and this argu- 
ment is not without foundation, for in the 
hip diſeaſe, the patients often find a remiſ- 
ſion of their hectical ſymptoms, and of their 
local pains, ſo immediately after the appli- 
cation of the cauſtic, and ſo long before it 
can produce any purulent diſcharge, that it 
is impoſſible to conſider the new irritation, 
made by the cauſtic, as unimportant in the 
cure: but if irritation be an eſſential, and 
uſeful part of the ſurgical treatment, in 
what more convenient form, can this pro- 
ceſs be kept up, than by a large wound, 
made by cauſtic near the part affected, and 
frequently ſprinkled with — Wy 
cantharides? ett BY 5 

In the diſeaſe of che hip joint, as wilt as 
in the diſcaſed ſpine, the progreſs of cure is 
often flow and uncertain, a conſiderable 
length of time frequently elapſes, before 
+698 of convaleſcence appear. Under 

5100 * ſuch 


TR 4 

ſuch circumſtances, -if irritation contribute 
towards procuring this convaleſcence, I think 
it might be proper in ſome caſes to renew 
it, which may be done by recurring to the 
practice of the antients, in the application 
of the cauſtic to ſeveral freſh places, as near 
the ſeat of the diſeaſe as poſſible. 

The choice of the part, to which the 
cauſtic ſhould be applied, is of the utmoſt 
importance. In the carious incurvation of 
the ſpine, the moſt proper place obviouſly 
preſents itſelf, where the external convexity 
points out the internal malady. But in the 
hip joint, it is not eaſy to fix on a ſitua- 
tion, which does not interfere with the 
action of the muſcles, or which might 
not be inconvenient to the patient, in the 
various poſitions of the body; and at the 
ſame time it is neceſſary, that the iſſue be 
made, where it may have the moſt imme- 
diate, and * influence on the * 


0 be hip je joint is See 71 * 0 


* on the 1 —_ part, which would 
neceſſarily 


I 
neceſſarily prevent an external irritation 
from acting on the part moſt affected; the 
frequent action alſo of theſe muſcles, in the 
motion of the joint, would baffle every at- 
tempt of the ſurgeon, to keep the wound 
open by peas, or by any other means, he 
ſhould adopt for that purpoſe. | 
The ſituation of ' muſcles, nerves, and 
blood veſſels, belonging to the lower extre- 
mities, is an inſuperable objection to the ap- 
plication of a cauſtic in the anteriour part of 
the joint, ſufficiently deep or . to check 
the formation of matter. 3 
The outſide of the thigh, in the hollow 
parallel with, and a little behind the great 
trochanter, affords a proper place to make 
dhe iſſue. Here the peas are not likely to 
be expelled by the action of the muſcles 
employed in moving the joint, nor does a 
wound in this part, much incommode the 
various functions of the body, in ſitting, 
walking, or lying down. It is ſufficiently 
contiguous to the diſeaſed part, as the com- 
mon 1 are almoſt the only inter- 
11190 mediate 


1 . 0 


mediate 2 between the capſular . li- 


gament, and the external ſore. 
With regard to the mode of bn the 
cauſtic, it may be done in a way different 


from that, recommended by Mr. Pott, e- 
qually efficacious, - but leſs painful. The 
laying on a cauſtic, and fuffering it to re- 
main on the part for ſeveral hours, gives a 
great degree of uneaſineſs, and much unne- 
ceſſary terror; and if a method can be adopted, 


which gives leſs pain, or even apprehenſion 


of pain, it will always deſerve the preference; 


the experience of every ſurgeon muſt con- 


vince him, how neceſſary it is, to uſe the 


moſt gentle means of curing diſeaſes, which 


our art can 196k without Wn its 


purpoſes. 


The operations F? FUN are in gene- 
ral, dreadful to the apprehenſion, and pain- 
ful to the ſenſe ; and particularly, the timo- 


quickened exceedingly, by the continual 


influence of a chronic diſorder, ſhudders 
at * n of cauſtics and cauteries; 
ys, 


1 1 

perhaps, one of the beſt, and moſt PM 
cious remedies, which in many caſes, ſur. 
gery adminiſters to the unfortunate; was 
early exploded, from the terror which the 
mode of performing the operation, and the 
tremendous inſtruments and f for 

the occaſion tended to create. 1 
The practice of the Greek ſurgeons in 
uſing the actual cautery, and of the Indians 
in uſing the moxa, for chronic affections of 
the joints and viſcera, has been ſo long diſ- 
uſed in this country, that the preſent mode 
of applying cauſtics, in the very ſame, or 
ſimilar caſes, wears ſuch an appearance of 
abſolute novelty, as to paſs for an entire 
modern invention, inſtead of being conſi- 
dered as only a variation of old notions, and 
a mere improvement of ancient practice. 
If it be certain, that the practice, here 
ſpoken of, was ever attended with any ad- 
vantage, and merits continuance for the good 
it produces, if the preſent mode of laying 
on a cauſtic over a ſtrumous diſeaſe of the 
bones , or other parts, is ſtill to be conſider- 
ed 
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ed as beneficial, it is fit, it ſhould be known, 


that it may be purſued in a mode, more 


ſimple, more effectual, and expeditious, leſs 
painful, and leſs liable to excite the appre- 
henſion of pain, by means of the ſeptic 


ene... 0 


If this preparation be merely pencilled, 
or rubbed on the part, where the iſſue is to 
be made, it will at all times effect as much, 


as could be done by the actual cautery, by 
the moxa, or by laying on the cauſtic paſte, 


and ſuffering it to remain on the part for 
ſeveral hours. This operation gives lit- 


tle, if any, terror to the patient, and never 


produces that intenſity, or continuance of 


pain, which uſually accompanies the ap- 


plication of a cauſtic, in the common man- 
ner, and it will always, under judicious ma- 
nagement, accompliſh with advantage and 
certainty, every object, which is to be ef- 
fected by cauſtic. 6 TW 

1 he ſenſibility of pain, is en not he 


| 4s in all ſubjects, for many perſons bear 


the * of cauſtics, with much leſs 
| unea- 
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uneaſineſs than others ; but in general, the 
operation of rubbing the cauſtic ſtone on the 
integuments, is ſo little painful, where they 
are not inflamed, that the patients often 
doubt of its an of W an ons 


char. 
If the ſkin is ft during this mode 


of applying the cauſtic ſtone, the eſchar is 
ſooner produced, but at the ſame time, more 


pain is created. If it be intended, that the 
_ eſchar ſhould penetrate deep into the cellular 
membrane, the friction ſhould be continued, 
till the integuments give way under its ac- 
tion: but in general, for the purpoſe of 
making an iſſue, it is ſufficient to rub the 
ſeptic ſtone, or lapis infernalis, as it is 
called, on the part intended to be affected, 


until the ſkin begins to change from its na« 


tural colour, to a browniſh hue, which ap- 
pearance it firſt exhibits, where the roots of 
the hair proceed from the cuticle, 


'In this method of making an iſſue, a as in y 
the common method of applying the cauſ⸗ 


tic, a ſpace of time, generally of twelve, 
Rog or 


| 
; 
f 
; 
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or fourteen days «lapſes, before the ſepara- 
tion of the eſchar takes place, ſo as to ad- 


mit an introduction of the common white 


peas, which appear to me, better adapted 
for making, and ſuſtaining the cavity of the 
iſſue, than the beans "_— 2 for 
that purpoſe. 

In the management of this artificial wound, 
it aaa obſerved, that it is liable ſome- 
times to become a painful and irritable ſore, 
at the firſt introduction of the peas ; whilſt 
this diſpoſition ſubſiſts, the peas may be en- 
tirely omitted, and the wound direſſed with 
ſpermaceti ointment ; when the irritability is 
gone off, the uſual dreſſing for an iſſue may 
be applied“. ; 

A ſeton, has not in my experience, been 
ſo effectual in removing this diſeaſe, as an 


iſſue made by cauſtic, nor has the diſcharge 


* For further obſervations, on this method of uſing 
the lapis infernalis, ſee Howard's treatiſe on the venereal 
diſeaſe, Vol. II. p. 192, a treatiſe on the Hydrocele by 


the ſame author, p r and L Deaſe 8 3 on the 


Hydrocele, p. 10. | 
0 been 
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been equally copious ; and, whilſt I was in the 
habit of employing it, the ſuppurative ſtate of 
the hip joint came on more rapidly, and more 
certainly, than in thoſe caſes, wherein I uſed 
the cauſtic. It is needleſs to infiſt on the 
neceſſity of a large opening, to ſuſpend, or 
remove the ſuppurative progreſs ; a ſmall iſ- 
ſue with two or three peas, gives juſt as much 
trouble as a larger one. One of the moſt 
rapid progreſſes towards recovery, which 1 
ever ſaw in the diſeaſed ſpine, was in a caſe, 
where the cauſtic was careleſsly applied, and 
ſuffered to extend into a large ſore, which 
penetrated ſo very deep, as almoſt to denude 
the vertebre. I generally make the iſſue of 
an oval form, one inch in length, and ra- 

ther more than half an inch in breadth, 
which will be capable of containing about 
twelve or fourteen peas. 
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FECT: I, 
Of Abfeeſſes in General. 


IN the foregoing ſections, the early ſtage 
of the diſeaſe of the hip joint, has been 
principally attended to; a local caries has 
been conſidered, as actually exiſting in a 
ſtate of advancement, or a diſpoſition to 
ſcrophulous caries, is preſumed to have al- 
ready taken place : but this real caries, 
or diſpoſition to it, has hitherto been 
ſuppoſed to. be, prevalent only in a cur- 
able degree, and by no means ſo predomi- 
nant, as to have totally deſtroyed, or even 
irreparably injured, the cartilage of the head 
of the thigh bone, or that of the cotyloid 
cavity. 0 6 

It has been uniformly admitted, that the 
complaint is capable of. being remedied, ſo 
as to preſerve the motion of the joint; but 


G when 
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when this diſeaſe has remained for ſome time, 


a new train of ſymptoms ſucceed, very diffe- 
rent from the former, and theſe are allowed, in 
the concurring opinions of all writers on the 
ſubject, and are known, from the experience 
of every ſurgical practitioner, to end 1 in an- 
chyloſis of the joint, or in death: previous 


however to its termination, the diſorder 
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uſually appears, in the form of an abſceſs, 


= 


or collection of fluid, ſurrounding the hip 
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joint, and projecting uſually on the outſide 
of the thigh, below the great trochanter. 
This abſceſs does not advantageouſly ad- 
mit of the treatment, generally adopted for 
thoſe more ſuperficial, namely, that of open- 
ing it by inciſion, or by cauſtic but, as the 
complaint now preſents itſelf externally, un- 
der the form of an abſceſs, a ſymptom, for 
which ſurgical aſſiſtance is invariably ſolicit- 
ed, and, as abſceſſes have been generally ſub- 
jected to the knife, or to the cauſtic, it may 
not be improper to conſider, whether the 
indiſcriminate adoption of the principle of 


opening abſceſſes, even in their moſt ſimple 
ſtate, 


E 
ſtate, reſts upon the ſolid baſis of ſcientific 
ſurgery. 1 | 
It becomes the more eſſential to conſider 
it here, as this collection of matter, origi- 


nating from diſeaſe in the hip joint, is in 


ſome inſtances, liable to be miſtaken for a 
common abſceſs. Symptoms do not always, 
even at the time when it becomes moſt pro- 
minent, indicate to a certainty, the real 
ſource of the diſeaſe, it may therefore de- 
ceive an inexperienced obſerver, unleſs the 
antecedent ſymptoms have been carefully 
adverted to. | 

The general idea of a common abſceſs, 
ſeems to be a collection of matter, preceded 
by inflammation ; the formation of this 
fluid, which is called pus, has been ſaid to 
be neceſſarily connected with eroſion of the 
ſolids; and the matter thus collected, has 
been ſuppoſed to have a corroſive effect 
on the circumjacent parts; nevertheleſs, 
it is alledged by more modern phyſiologiſts, 


that pus, in its natural ſtate, unmixed with 


heterogeneous matter, is a bland, innoxious 


G 2 fluid, 
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fluid, ſecreted from an inflamed ſurface, and 
this opinion is ſupported by experiments, 
which ſhew that matter, whether collected 
from the inflamed ſurface of a mucous mem- 
brane, or iſſuing from the free diſcharge of 
an open ulcer, is not diſſimilar in its chemi- 
cal analyſis, to other ſecretions of the hu- 
man body, univerſally allowed to be ſpe- 
cifically harmleſs. The neceſlity of entering 
minutely, into the diſtinct properties of pus 
and mucus, as leading to any great and 
obvious advantage in the practice of ſurgery, 
is by no means evident to my mind; eſpe- 
cially, as a fact, moſt important in patho- 
logy, is proved by daily experience, name- 
ly, that this fluid, whether termed pus, or 
mucus, is capable of being abſorbed into the 
circulation, without any inconvenience to 
the parts, on which it has been depoſited, 
and of leaving them, when the abſorption 
has taken place, in a ſtate, ſtill n to 
reſume their local functions. 

But however true, or untrue, this opinion 
may be, it is certain, that the imagined 


and 


[ #5 9 
and very queſtionable bad quality of this 
fluid, when conſidered, as neceſſarily con- 
nected with eroſion of ſolid parts, or repre- 
ſented, as the efficient and primary cauſe of 
ſuch eroſion, has materially influenced the 
practice of ſurgery in the treatment of ab- 
{ceſles. | 

It is obvious to ſee, that this complex 
notion of matter, ill founded as it poſſibly 
may be, naturally leads to the neceſlity, and 
would therefore juſtify the propriety of open- 
ing abſceſſes in every method. For, if it 
were certain, that matter was a fluid deſtruc- 
tive to ſolid parts, a fluid, in which an 
eroſive quality was inherent, and from which 
it was ſo inſeparable, as to be even capable 
of vitiating the whole conſtitution, when 
abſorbed, it would undoubtedly be proper, 
and indeed neceſſary, to make inciſions in 
every caſe, where it was collected, and into 
every cavity, where it was lodged ; it would 
remain to purſue with the knife, this corro- 
five poiſon, through every ſinus, to evacuate 
it entirely, leaving nothing finally for nature 
| = 7 "8 
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to efſect, but the ſlow reſtoration of conti- 
nuity in parts ſeparated, as the various exi- 
gencies required, and ſo divided with all 
the preciſion of ſurgical art. | 
In inveſtigating however, the general pro- 
greſs of an abſceſs, it muſt be noticed that 
the inflammation, or morbid alteration of 
the ſolid parts, is moſt commonly a primary 
appearance, that the formation of matter is 
a ſecondary ſymptom, ſubſequent to the real 
_ diſeaſe. This is very apparent, when an ab- 
ſceſs happens to be formed near the ſurface 
'of the body, in parts liable to great irritabi- 
lity, and is deducible from ſymptoms, when 
the inflammation, or morbid diſpoſition is 
deeper ſeated, and operates on leſs irritable 
parts ; the opening into theſe cavities, which 
contain matter, has probably, no farther ten- 
dency to reſtore to a healthy ſtate, thoſe 
parts, on which the matter was depoſited, 
than merely by removing the preſſure of an 
extraneous ſubſtance : the progreſs of diſ- 
eaſe is more eaſily checked, when the ad- 
miſſion of external air is prevented; for 


who 


I:: 
who has not ſeen the fatal conſequences 
of opening abſceſſes of joints, and the quick 
tranſition of a ſtrumous indiſpoſition of bone, 
cartilage, or ligament, from a curable to an 
incurable caries ? | | 
Ihe opening of abſceſſes has been always 
conſidered, as an important -part of opera- 
tive ſurgery : in Mr. Sharp's introduction 
to his ſurgical operations, and in Mr. Brom- 
field's, and Mr. Bell's later treatiſes on 
ſurgery, ſeveral rules are laid down on this 
ſubject, and the methods of opening theſe tu- 
mours, by ſimple inciſion, by exciſion of part 
of the integuments, and by cauſtic, are 
amply diſcuſſed; but the practitioner, who 
forms his opinion on this ſubject, from any 
of theſe treatiſes, without obſerving the com- 

pliete progreſs of abſceſſes, uncontrouled by 
3 ſurgical treatment, will naturally be led to 
conſider all abſceſſes, as proper to be ſub- 
jected to a ſurgical operation, little notice 
being taken of thoſe, which may ſafely be 
left to the more gentle expedient of being 

ſuffered to break ſpontaneouſly, _ 
G 4 mw; 
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In the earlier part of my life, I was fre- 


quently a witneſs to the opening of abſceſſes 
in every part of the body, with a free in- 
cifion, as it was then called, and often have 
ſeen large portions of the looſe edges of the 
cavity, removed ſometimes by the knife, as 
recommended by Mr. Sharp, but more fre- 
quently by the crooked ſeiſſars, an inſtru- 
ment, calculated to conceal the want of dex- 
terity in the operator, but by no means a- 
dapted to the performance of ſuch an ope- 
ration, with the greateſt eaſe, or advantage 
poſſible. 
N Painful as this d is at any rate, al- 
5 3 executed in the moſt ſkilful manner, 
it is particularly repugnant to humanity, 
if it be conſidered, as not abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary ; it however leads to a treatment equally 
unnatural ; the cavity of the abſceſs is per- 
haps filled up with dry lint, an application 
intended by its preſſure, to produce the effect 
of reſtraining the hæmmorhage cauſed by 
the inciſion; but this mode of treating the 
wound, by _— vaſcular, and irritated 
| parts 5 
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parts, often brings on a ſymptomatic. fe- 
ver, and ſometimes: alſo, that very flux of 
blood, which it is intended to prevent. 

A A method, apparently more gentle, has 
been ſince adopted. Surgeons have con- 
tented themſelves with making a ſimple, 
but large inciſion into the cavity of the ab- 
ſceſs, having found by experience, that the 
looſe edges of the wound were not neceſſary 
to be removed, as they were capable of unit- 


ing to the ſubjacent parts. To this mode of 


operation, has ſucceeded that of opening of 
abſceſſes by cauſtic, and by ſeton, recom- 
mended as leſs painful means of 2 
the fluid. 
be opening of abſceſſes by e is an 
expedient uſed frequently, when the pa- 
tient will not from timidity, admit of a cut- 
ting inſtrument, but the cauſtic is a painful 
ſubſtitute; if the ſkin be inflamed, the ad- 
ditional pain of the cauſtic will be exqui- 
ſitely ſevere, and it would be far better to 
bear for a time, a pain, which may be alle- 
viated by opiates, than to ſuffer the torture 
+7 of 


[ go 1 
of cutting, or burning an inflamed ſurface ; 


when the integuments are not inflamed, the 
pain of the abſceſs is bearable, the opening 
it therefore in any way, ſeems to be a prac- 
tice founded on the falſe idea of matter, 
being ſpecifically injurious to the parts, on 
which it has been depoſited. 

It has been ſaid, that abſceſſes 3 
with indurated lymphatic glands, ſhould be 
opened in this manner, the action of the cauſ- 
tic being ſuppoſed to aſſiſt in ſubduing the 
enlargement of the gland: this method is 
very commonly taken in ſuch caſes, and 
ſpeaking from my own experience, I muſt 
ſay that it is ſometimes ſucceſsful, but it has 
generally proved tedious : when the gland 
remains indurated, as it frequently does for 
a long time after the application of the cauſ— 
tic, the ſurgeon is obliged to have recourſe 
to the lapis infernalis, the red precipitate of 
mercury, or ſome eſcharotic application to 
ſubdue it. But, where this kind of abſceſs 
has been ſuffered to burſt of itſelf, and the 
general 1 have been uſed in the mean 

e time, 
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time, for the particular diſeaſe from whence 
it originated, whether it has been ſtrumous, 
or venereal, the indurated gland has been 
generally found to diminiſh, in leſs time, 
and certainly with leſs pain, and with much 
leſs deformity of ſcar. 

The opening of abſceſſes by 9 is alſo 
for the moſt part unneceſſary; I venture to 
affirm, that the largeſt abſceſſes have been 
more ſucceſsfully treated by a ſmall counter- 
opening, made in ſome depending part of 
the tumour, without the intervention of the 
ſeton, than where a communication has been 
kept open, by an irritating ſubſtance lodged 
in the cavity of the abſceſs itſelf; and even 
this opening and counteropening is moſt 
commonly unneceſſary, a more ſimple treat- 
ment being generally ſucceſsful. The moſt 
diſagreeable circumſtance likely to occur in 
the ſpontaneous burſting out of matter from 


an abſcels, is a freſh accumulation in its ca- 


vity ; but this ſecond abſceſs is almoſt al- 
ways inconſiderable, much leſs troubleſome, 
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than the firſt, and l en the 
cure. 

It may alia be urged, that the indiſcrimi- 
nate opening of abſceſſes is not only objec- 
tionable, as it 1s often unneceſſary, and al- 
ways painful ; but there are alſo poſitive 
evils, attendant on the operation itſelf, a- 
gainſt which no caution, or {kill in the ope- 
rator, can be always ſecure; for the pain, and 
irritability of the part produced by inciſion, 
will at times occaſion violent inflamma- 
tion and fever; and in ſome conſtitutions, 
a ſpreading phagedenic ulcer has been the 
conſequence of this artificial opening. | 

Venereal and ſcrophulous abſceſſes are par- 
ticularly liable to this calamity ; the ſlighteſt 
wound of the ſkin, even of phlebotomy, or 
of inoculating for the ſmall pox has been 
known under ſome circumſtances, to produce 
the moſt fatal effect. 

To ſuffer matter, contained in abſceſſes to. 
diſcharge itſelf ſpontaneouſly, ſeems to be 
conſentaneous to the uſual operation of na- 


ture in curing of diſeaſes of this kind; 
x 


11 
is generally the moſt eaſy to the patient, and 


the cure is more certainly and ſpeedily ef- 
fected: in this way, an unneceſſary expoſure 
to air, of parts unaccuſtomed to its influ- 
ence, is avoided; the contact of extraneous 
ſubſtances, frequently applied to an irritable 
and ulcerated ſurface, is entirely ſuperſeded, 
and the whole ſubſequent treatment of the 
external aperture, is conſequently ſimple, 
and not liable to the various inconveniences 
of a large ſore, often tedious in being healed, 
and always vexatious and diſguſtful. 

The opening of abſceſſes of the breaſt, 
either by inciſion, or by cauſtic, is now uni- 
verſally given up, as experience proves, that 
by ſuch operations, the proceſs of the diſ- 
eaſe, inaſmuch as reſpects its painful ſymp- 
toms, 1s not altered for the better, nor is 
the final cure, thus more ſpeedily. accom- 
pliſhed ; but on the contrary, it is liable to be 
retarded by ſuch treatment, as the artificial 
irritation produced on the ſkin, is ſometimes 
the real cauſe of induration and repeated 
| - -ſup- 
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ſuppuration in the gland, and often occaſions 
other difagreeable ſymptoms. 
This manifeſt improvement in the ma- 


nagement of abſceſſes, is now generally a- 
dopted by ſurgeons in this particular inſtance, 
and the propriety of the practice is confirm- 


ed by the reſult of obſervations, naturally 
ariſing from the general ſucceſs, which the 


poor experience in this diſeaſe; they, from 
their habits in life, are more ſubject to it, 


than the rich, and in general reſign | it to the 


operation of unaſſiſted nature. | 
Venereal abſceſſes of the groin may alſo 
be left to the general effect of mercury on the 
conſtitution, and their local treatment will be 
rendered leſs complicated, when they are ſuf- 
fered to burſt ſpontaneouſly, without being 


ſubjected to the knife or cauſtic: my Own ex- 


perience, joined to that of ſurgeons of very 


extenſive practice, and obſervation in venereal 
complaints, juſtifies me ſufficiently in ſaying, 
that the uſe of the knife, and cauſtic, in all 
ſuch caſes is laid aſide, much to the advan- 
tage of the patient. 1 have ſcarcely ſeen a 
phage- 
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phagedenic wound of the groin in the courſe 
of my own practice, ſince I have totally a- 
voided opening inguinal abſceſſes by cauſtic, 
or the knife, and it ſeems both eaſy and eli- 
gible to follow the ſame method with reſpect 
to abſceſſes in general. Mammary and in- 
guinal abſceſſes are very frequent inſtances 
of this complaint, and certainly, a fimple 
mode of managing them with great ſucceſs, 
may be conſidered, as eſtabliſhing no bad 
guide for the treatment of abſceſſes in other 
parts of the body. 

But it is by no means intended here to lay 
down general rules concerning the opening of 
abſceſſes; what has been advanced on this 
ſubject, ſeemed neceſſary to illuſtrate the 
treatment, I would recommend for the ab- 

ſceſs of the hip joint, by pointing out the 
inutility of opening abſceſſes in general, by 
the knife, or cauſtic, for the purpoſe of diſ- 
charging a fluid, ſuppoſed to be injurious to 
the animal ceconomy : for, notwithſtanding 
what has been ſaid, I wiſh not to be under- 
ſtood, as if I meant to contend, that no ab- 


ſceſſes 
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ſceſſes are to be opened; for opened, un- 
doubtedly they muſt be, in many caſes ; 


this, as well as other operations of ſurgery, 
will continue to be performed, till an eaſier 
method be diſcovered of removing many of 
thoſe diſeaſes, which are the objects of our 
A collection of fluid, whether pus, mu- 
cus, blood, water, or even air, contiguous 
to, and preſſing upon vital organs, acting 
as an extraneous ſubſtance, irritating, or in 
any way ſoe ver incommoding vital functions 
of the body, muſt be diſcharged, as ſoon 
as its exiſtence is aſcertained, becauſe the ſur- 

| face, on which it lies, may be covered with 
a depoſit of coagulable lymph, or may be 
otherwiſe in ſuch a diſeaſed ſtate, as to be 
rendered unfavourable, or even incapacitated 
for abſorbing the fluid; or it may be, that 
time cannot ſafely be ſpared to try thoſe 
means, which are known to facilitate ſuch 
abſorption, and this circumſtance muſt al- 
ways be duly attended to, when the extra- 
be neous 
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neous matter preſſes on the lungs, brain, or 
any important part of the animal machine. 
This ſeems a ſufficient reaſon for diſcharg- 
ing the fluid by an opening, made by art; 
as it is not by any means certain, that the 
abſorption of matter, or any other fluid, in 
ſuch caſes, is the real cauſe of theevils, ſubſe- 
quent to a morbid affection of the viſcera, the 
conſtitution ſeeming to ſuffer more from the 
diſeaſed ſtate of the particular part affected, 
tan from the fluid ſecreted in conſequence of 
ſuch diſeaſe; for it is evident that large ab- 
ſorptions of matter often take place in ſcro- 
phulous and other abſceſſes, ere hos 
to the conſtitution. | 

There is however, LE ſet of abſcet. 
ſes which are difficult to be managed; the 
prefervation of life is not immediately 
concerned in their event, but it is apparent, 
that when the tumour burſts, - the cavity 
which contained the matter, does not col- 
lapſe and eaſily unite, unleſs it be opened 
to ſome extent. Theſe abſceſſes are often 


contiguous to parts, ſubject to continual i irri- 
H "7 £0. 
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tation ariſing from muſcular motion, the 
frequency of which keeps up a conſtant ex- 
citement on the inflamed parts, and thereby 
ſeems to promote a ſecretion of matter, 
which inſinuates itſelf into the cellular in- 
terſtices of the muſcles, and prevents the 
morbid parts from uniting. The neceſſity 
of keeping in a quiet and relaxed ſtate, 
muſcles connected with a diſeaſed part of 
the body, is known to every ſurgeon : 
where it 1s difficult to produce this effect, 
the cure of inflammations, abſceſſes, and 
wounds becomes wy Cree on and- te- 

dious. | 
Abſceſſes in the — * near the * 
concerned in deglutition, reſpiration, or the 
motion of the head, thoſe on the verge of 
the anus, in the perinæum, in the axilla, 
thoſe ſituated on the outſide of the arm 
near the olecranon, and many others, daily 
evince ms Search 1 this obſer vation. | 
| There 


. FE REES in abſceſſes, ad d fllbus openings 
near a Ons the immediate good effect of re- 
laxation 


19) 


* here ard lkewiſe other circumſtaffecs | 
occurring in particular parts of the body, 


which render it expedient to deviate from a 
W rule of not opening abſceſſes, ſuch as 
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laxation of muſcles is clearly evident : nothing is more 
common, than to ſee an extenſive inflammation, and ſup- 
puration take place on the outſide of the arm, from a flight 
injury of the Elbow; whilft the arm is kept in a bent 


poſture; the Inflaminiatory: diſpoſition increaſes, copiotis 
diſcharges of matter; or glary fluid if the ſacculus mu- 
coſus is injured, flow from the external wound; and the 


probe, if thought proper to Be uſed, would readily paſs 


through ſinuſes downwatd to the wriſt, or upward to the | 
ſhoulder ; but as ſoon as the poſition of the arm is altered 


from flexion to extenſion, and the limb is ſteadily pre- 


ſerved in a ſtate bf quietude in that form; the neceflity 
for operation diſappears : : the inflammation ſabſides, the 
cavities quickly coaleſce, and every painful ſymptom is 
removed, whilſt this ſimple indication of nature is pur- 
ſued, of keeping in 4 relaxed and 1 5 hs e OF 


feed with difeafe! 


In abfceſſes of ihe axilla, the 1 effect oe ape 5 
treatment would be very obvious; whilſt the arm is ele- 
vated daily, or perhaps oftener, to inſpect the progreſs 


of the diſeaſe, to apply fomentations, poultices, tents, or 


REP it is not at all ſurpriſing; that the action oh - 
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a remarkable thickneſs of the integuments, 
or an intervention of ſome ſtrong faſcia, be- 
tween the external ſurface, and the collect- 


ed fluid ; theſe circumſtances happen in va- 


rious parts of the body, particularly on the 
fide of the head near the temporal muſcle, 
and in the upper part of the head. 

. 1 8 SES 83 In 
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| the muſcles, ſhould militate againſt the anion of the 98. | 


vity of the abſceſs: on the contrary it is rather wonderful, 
that nature ſhould under ſuch circumſtances, ever accom- 
pliſh the union of a fiſtulous wound. 71 | 

- The following caſe occiftred to me * the ſpontaneous 


union of a deep-ſeated fiſtulous ſore in the axilla, which 


had reſiſted a long proceſs of ſurgical treatment. 

A. B. a gentleman of ſixty years of age, valetudinary in 
his conſtitution, ſubject to pulmonary complaints, was at 
the approach of a very ſevere. winter, attacked with a 
feveriſh indiſpoſition, which terminated in an abſceſs in 
the axilla; it was flow and indolent in its progreſs, but 
at length it maturated, and was opened freely by , the 
knife; it continued to diſcharge for ſeveral months, ſinu- 
ſes being continually formed, all of which were opened; 
the wound contracted finally, to a ſmall aperture, leading 
into a ſinus, which extended far up under the pectoral 
muſcle. The operation of opening, or counteropening 


as in this caſe impracticable; -irritating tents, the. 


ſub- 


1 
In other parts of the body, ſuch as thoſe 
adjoining to the ſaccus lachrymalis, the mea- 


tus auditorius, the vagina, or the rectum, 
the formation of matter is attended with the 
inconvenience of its being liable to burſt in- 
wardly into thoſe cavities, ſo as to produce 
a fiſtulous ſore; the neceſſity of treating 
theſe abſceſſes in ſuch a manner as to pre- 
vent that mis fortune, ſeems unavoidable. 


ſublimate troches, and injections of various kinds were 
uſed to produce a coaleſcence of the fiſtula, but all prov- 
ed ineffectual: at length he had determined to content 
himſelf with his misfortune, but going out of town, he 
was overturned in a carriage, and ſuffered a compound 
fracture of the arm; he was then neceſſarily confined 
to his bed, and the arm kept in a perfect ſtate of quie- 
tude : at the end of ſix weeks, he reeovered from his 
fracture, and at the ſame time, had the ſatisfaction of 
finding the fiſtulous ſore in the axilla completely united. 
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"SECT. IV. 


On the Abſceſe of the Hip Joint. 


Wirn reſpect to the opening of ab- 
ſceſſes, if it be not in general uſeful or ne- 
ceſſary, there are certainly, reaſons of ſtrong 

and peculiar force againſt opening thoſe, 
which communicate with joints: the autho- 
rities of writers concur with the opinion of 
_ practitioners, that no progreſs is made to- 
wards effecting a cure, by opening an ab- 
ſceſs, ſubſequent to a carious joint: ſo long 
as the matter is contained within the capſu- 
lar ligament, ſymptoms of general debility, 
emaciation of the body, profuſe weakening 
ſweats, and purgings, do not uſually come. | 
on with great violence, or are often found 
capable of being moderated, by the uſe of 
thoſe means, which the art of medicine af- 
fords ; but if the matter be diſcharged by an 
4 : H 4 external 
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external opening, made either by inciſion, 
or cauſtic, and particularly, if that opening 
be large, or the diſeaſed part irritated by 
tent, or ſeton, introduced into the cavity of 
the joint, dangerous ſymptoms come on with 
great rapidity, which prove fatal to the ex- 
iſtence of the patient, or to the preſervation | 
of the limb. wt | 
When an opening is made into a joint, 
on account of glary fluid or matter, formed 
and accumulated in its cavity, from a pre- 
vious indiſpoſition of the cartilages or bones, 
the immediate effects produced by ſuch an 
operation, are increaſe of pain, looſe ſpon- 
gy fleſh ſtarting out from the cavity of | 
the joint, copious and fetid diſcharges of 
matter, attended with ſuch. general ſymp- : 
toms of debility, evidently proceeding from 
an aggravation. of local diſeaſe, as call in- 
diſpenſably and quickly, for the deciſive 
practice of removing the limb, in order to 


preſerve life. 
But if a different mode of treatment be | 


1 22 if the as be moderated by o- 


plates, 
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piates, if the fluid be not diſcha ged by 
an external opening, in ſome inſtances it 
has been known to be abſorbed during 
a patient attendance upon the diſeaſe, and 
an anchyloſis of the joint has enſued; or, 
if the capſular ligament and integuments give 
way ſpontaneouſly, the fluid thereby oozes 
out by a ſmall aperture, and the ſtrength of 
the patient is not in this caſe, ſuddenly ex- 
hauſted by a copious and continued diſcharge 
of matter; more time is gained for expe- 
riencing the powers of nature, or for ad- 
| ne n the remedies of art. ; 
In the abſceſs of the hip joint, the expe- 
dient of totally removing the diſeaſed part, 
is out of the queſtion it is not worthy to 
be conſidered as à reſource for the cure 
of the diſeaſe; no prudent ſurgeon can 
even think of ſuch an operation; a. caries 
in the joint of the knee, may be reme- 
died by amputating above the carious parts, 
and thereby extirpating entirely the local 
diſeaſe: but the carious hip joint admits of 
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6 ſuch remedy ; the hardieſt, and moſt en» 
terprizing ſurgeon, who has ever attempted 
the removal of the whole lower extremity, 
by amputating at the hip joint, never aimed 
at more, than taking away the diſeaſed head 
of the thigh. bone, conſidering the portions 
of  carious bone remaining, to be finally 
thrown off by a proceſs of nature. 


. When ſo large a ſurface of the human 


body, is expoſed by a ſurgical operation, 
which may reaſonably be ſuppoſed to have 
taken place in a debilitated conſtitution, a 
favourable termination can ſcarcely be ex- 
pected by the moſt fanguine, and overween- 
ing operator. It muſt likewiſe, be conſider- 
ed that this ſucceſs, if it were even acquired, 
would be but a maimed and imperfect mo- 
nument of our art; and here I might ſafely 
obſerve, that there is great probability in 
ſuppoſing, that the caries begins in the co- 
tyloid dy. as often as in the head of the 
thigh bone; certain it is, that in every caſe 
of diſeaſe of the hip joint, which has ter- 
minated fatally, I have remarked, that the 
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caries in a more ae Waun, than the 
thigh bone itſelf *, * 
The records of ſurgery « do not afford many 


inſtances of this. 
having been performed for remedying the diſ- 
eaſe of the hip joint: the only caſe in my 
recollection, ſtrengthens the opinion which 
is generally entertained, namely, that an am- 


putation at the hip joint, has but a partial 


tendency towards removing the diſeaſe; but 
in this dreadful ſituation, where the laſt re, 
| ſource of our art would fail, where the moſt 
adventurous ſurgery cannot remove the com- 
plaint, the ſimple energy of nature frequently 
ſupplies the deficieney, and only requires 


the aſſiſtance of medicine to ſupport 5 


conſtitution during the tedious proceſs o 


gonvaleſcence, rejecting as it were with — 


por, the active aid of operative ſurgery, as 


* See plates III. IV. V, and VI. 
+ See Medical Commentaries, Vol. VI. p. 333. 


I 
1 
re an 


very hazardous operation, 


ws 1 


an exereiſe of ſkill, ſomething worſe ahi 
| oſtentatious and uſeleſfſs. 


When a caries of the joint has exiſted for 


a conſiderable time, varying, as has been 


ſaid in length, with the different ſtrength 


and habits of the patients, an external ſup- 


part contiguous to the joint: it moſt fre- 


quently happens below the great trochanter 
over the vaſtus externus muſcle, ſometimes 


in the anteriour part of the thigh, frequently 


on the nates, or higher up in the loins, and 
oftentimes in all theſe parts ſucceſſively. 
The progreſs of this ſuppuration, is ge- 
nerally attended with a flight tenſion, and 
ſome degree of tenderneſs of the part, ſen- 
ſibly felt on preſſure: it is not always ac- 
companied with any great increaſe of lame- 
neſs or general debility, with ſhiverings, 
or the uſual ſymptoms of the formation of 
matter; on the contrary, the painful ſymp- 
toms of the diſeaſe ſometimes diminiſh, 
while the ſuppuration is advancing, and 
this is a mg nat which often happens 


— when 
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when matter is formed upon diſeaſed bones 
in other parts of the body: meanwhile the 
patient is generally capable of uſing his ac- 
cuſtomed exerciſe, and may often continue 
to do ſo, although the abſceſs has formed a 
very large and prominent tumour,” until the 
moment arrives, hen it burſte. 
This however is not the moſt common 
progreſs of the diſeaſe, inflammation and 
fever are frequently attendant on the ſup- 
puration but however theſe ſymptoms 
vary in different patients, depending pro- 
bably, upon peculiarity in conſtitution, upon 
the quantity of diſeaſed bone producing 
irritation, or upon ſome other cauſe, not 
eaſily aſcertained, ſtill the local treatment 
in every caſe ſhould be as ſimple as poſſi- 
ble: for there is no rational ſyſtem known, 
which can point out the advantage to be 
derived from an artificial opening made in 
any way whatſoever, during this ſtage of 
the diſeaſe, neither is there one caſe on re- 
cord, where an active employment of the 
art of operative ſurgery has been found ma- 
N : terially 


e 


terially uſeful, in this «period of the com: 
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Where the i Culfers 1 lictls from 


4 ſuppuration, internal medieines ar 

much wanted ; when painful ſymptoms 
ariſe from the diſeaſe, they ire to be re- 
lieved by ſuch means, as the exigence of 


1 ſymptoms require. As the abſceſs 


advances towards ſuppuration, the — 


bed ef, de patient and his friends, are 


often raiſed to a great pitch of anxiety, ex- 


pecting the termination of the diſorder to be 


ſynchronous with the diſcharge of matter 
from the abſceſs ; as this however cannot 
be effected, the period is arrived, when the 
judgement and reſolution of the ſurgeon 
may be ſhewn, in reſiſting the ſolicita- 
tions, which are frequently made to him to 

diſcharge the matter by operation. | 


tice, to ſuffer this matter to make its own 
way gradually through the integuments, in- 


Read of ſeeming to aſſiſt it, by making a 
ſmall than lancet, or pencilling 


the 


aun 1 

the ſkin with the lapis infernalis; but on the 
minutiæ of practice, ſucceſs frequently de- 
pends. Whoever has attended to diſtaſed 
joints and bones, may have obſerved that 
the efforts of nature, towards the cure of a 
diſeaſed bone, are more eaſily aſſiſted, and 
proceed With more certainty; where external 
ſuppuration has not been encouraged, where 
air is not admitted, where general means 


only have been uſed to ſupport the conſti- 


tution, and the neceſſary remedies have been 
adopted as ſymptoms ſeemed to require, to 
counteract the particular cauſe of the diſeaſed 
bone, whether it be venereal, or ſtrumous 
_ taint, than in thoſe cafes where a different 
plan has been purſued, and large openings 
have been made over the bones diſeaſed.” 
In the cure of incurvated ſpine from ca- 
ries, if matter has not made its external ap- 


pearance, ſo as to become of itſelf an object 


of ſurgieal treatment, the difficulty and the 
hazard is comparatively ſmall, and cat in 
no degree be eſtimated with thoſe dangers, 
which attend the caſe, where it finally makes 

| an 


0 ; ; 
2 - \ 4 
. 4 N 42 n 1 
r ̃ M ̃ > UG ̃]³U!N....̃]§² Yo Se Gur I %˙ = ⁵˙— EIS. 7a 
py 


1 1 1 
an al appearance, under the form o of a 
vertebral, or pſoas abſceſs. | 


Wbhoever is of opinion that the Cation | 
of matter may ſafely be conſidered in this 
diſeaſe, merely as an adventitious circum- 
ſtance, that it does not ſpecifically! add to 
the caries, or do local injury to the parts, 
will naturally be anxious to adopt a plan, 
which tends to prevent, or at leaſt to re- 
tard the neceſſity of an external opening, 
and particularly, as the important interval of 
time, gained by this delay, may be wiſely 
and beneficially employed in invigorating 
che conſtitution, and thereby Ins 
the ſtate of the diſeaſe. 

Whenever this external opening maths. 
nately takes place, whether it. be made by 
art, or whether it be the gradual effect of 
the integuments giving way from tenſion, 
the probable conſequences of the inſtanta- 
neous diſcharge, are hectical ſymptoms, and, 
if theſe ſymptoms come on, they may be 
conſidered as indications of the original diſ- 
6 caſe 
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eaſe, W in a ſtate by no means leading 10 


cConvaleſcence. 


When the abſceſs burſts e 


the opening, which is generally ſmall, of- 
ten cloſes. again for a few days, the matter 
being entirely diſcharged, or ſome portion 
of it remaining in the cavity; either of theſe 


eircumſtances may occur without injury to 
the conſtitution in general, or any aggrava- 
tion of the local diſeaſe. The abſceſs will 
frequently continue in this way, collecting 


and burſting, and the patient may ſtill for a 


conſiderable length of time, be favoured 
with the enjoyment of very tolerable health. 


But, if the tumour be opened even by a 


ſmall inciſion, the cavity being inſtantly and 
totally emptied, and an aperture left open, 
through which the fluid finds a ready out- 


let, as quickly as it is ſecreted, a much 


greater proſtration of ſtrength will probably 


enſue, than if the abſceſs had been ſuffered | 


to burſt in its natural courſe, 
To ſupport properly the vital powers in 
all ſtrumous diſeaſes, not attended with lo- 
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cal inflammation, is allowed to be a rational 
. mode of cure, for certainly, whatever has an 
immediate tendency to produce debility, 
ſeems likely to increaſe the diſeaſe; but the 


opening of ſtrumous abſceſſes, connected 


with diſeaſed joints, is known to produce 
this effect almoſt invariably, and ought 
therefore on the foregoing principle to be 
carefully avoided in every poſſible caſe. 
When a large extenſive caries has taken 
place in the hip joint, affecting the head and 
neck of the thigh bone, and the acetabulum 
of the iſchion, the principal hope of cure 
| ſeems to be the formation of an anchyloſis 
in the joint, ſuppoſing the upper extremity 
of the bone not to have eſcaped from the 
cotyloid cavity, or that cavity not to be ſo 
much deſtroyed, but that it _ ſtill admit 
of an anchylofis. | 

This is the beſt object to be now 3 
and however uncomfortable it may ſeem to 
the feelings of the patient, and of his friends, 
that the ſurgeon ſhould look for his ulti- 
mate ſucceſs, in the diſmiſſion of a lame 
and 


E 
and halting object from his care; and that 
the attendance of three or four years, can 


produce nothing better than ſuch a diſ- 


creditable inſtance of our art, it is the only 
reſource, which nature affords in ſo deſperate 


- ſituation, the parts affected are not abſo- 
lutely vital organs, but from their ſituation 
are nearly connected with them: to preſerve 
life, where ſuch evident danger has exiſted, 
is the grand object to be aimed at, and if 
it cannot be attained without loſs of parts, 
and their conſequent motion, the imperfec- 
tion of the ſcience of ſurgery is to be re- 


gretted, and no blame can properly be at- 
tached to its profeſſors . Where impoſſi- 


* Quam graviter illi laborent, qui initio articuli in- 
flatione, dein humore illo ſtagnante afficiuntur, qui in- 
flationem excitat, et acris factus irritat et corrodit inter- 


nas, deinde etiam externas partes, norunt illi, qui per 


menſes et annos, ſedulo omni attentione taliadeligaverunt 
ulcera, pedetentim enim ulcera illa innumeros ſinus 
generant, quotidie inſignem quantitatem ichoris fundunt, 
crus atrophia afficiunt, deinde et totum corpus, vel, 


eroſo articulo inevitabilem, atque fimul incurabilem 
producunt anchyloſin. Schwencke Hzmatologiz p. 211. 
res bilities 
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bilities cannot be effected, where bone and 
cartilage abſolutely deſtroyed, abſorbed, and 
annihilated as far as reſpects this part, can- 
not by any art be reproduced, the pre- 
ſervation of life at any rate, and tlie preſer- 
vation of the limb, as entire as poſſible, are 
ſtill very menten objects. and well worth 
purſuing. 


Eft quadam prodire tenus, {i non datur ultra. 


Towards the attainment of theſe ends, 
the ſcience of medical ſurgery affords 
much aſliſtance, but ſurgery ſtrictly con- 
ſidered as a manual art, is but of little 
ſervice. The opening of the abſceſs, and 
expoſing the diſeaſed joint in ſome meaſure 
to the influence of external air, may even 
from theory be conſidered, as having a ten- 
dency to increaſe the morbid affection of the 
parts; but it is certainly known, that in this 
complaint the cure is not accelerated, equi- 
valent to the hazard incurred, nor perhaps is 


there any advantage derived from ſuch an 
operation, in any caſes of diſeaſed bones, 


. 
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except where the carious bone can be en- 
ey removed. 

If it be ſaid, that an S takes 
place much ſooner, where the ſurface of the 
diſeaſed bone is laid open, it ought to be re- 
collected, that the expoſure of the bone to 
air, often creates the neceſſity of this ex- 
foliation ; whereas, if it be not expoſed to 
air, experience proves, that a diſeaſed bone 
frequently alters to a healthy ſtate, and that 
even an extenſive ſurface of bone ſometimes 
recovers itſelf, without apparent loſs of ſub- 
| tance, where the integuments have not been 
opened: this is eminently conſpicuous. in 
enlargements of cylindrical bones from ve- ; 
nereal and ſcrophulous attacks. If ſuch al- 
terations take place, as they certainly do, in 
the interſtices between joints, is it not 
proper, and indeed neceſſary, in all abſceſ- 
| ſes proceeding from joints, and particularly 
in the caſe of the hip joint, to adopt ſuch a 
practice, as does not expoſe to air, parts 
which are too nearly connected with the ge- 
neral welfare of the human ſyſtem, to ad- 
23 mit 
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mit of large exfoliations, or of any treat- 
ment, which produces ſuch long-continued 
and copious diſcharges of matter, as are the 
unavoidable conſequences of a free mn 
into theſe cavities? 

The practice of ſuFering ſuch abſceſſes 
to burſt ſpontaneouſly, is not always ſuc- 
ceſsful, but inſtances of fortunate termi- 
nations are ſufficiently frequent, to juſtify 
an adherence to the practice of forbearance: 
whereas on the other hand, the practice of 
making a large opening, either by inciſion, 
by cauſtic, or by ſeton, into abſceſſes com- 
municating with caries of joints, is in al- 
moſt every inſtance, well known to be fol- 
lowed by a train of untoward and hopeleſs 
ſymptoms, which uſually terminate in death. 

Hectical ſymptoms, it is admitted, will 
ſometimes enſue, after the ſpontaneous burſt- 
ing of an abſceſs from the hip joint, and 
_ doubtleſs require the utmoſt attention and aſ- 
ſiſtance.  Colliquative ſweats and purgings, 
great emaciation, and an almoſt total proſ- 
tration of ſtrength, frequently occur under 


( 119 J | 
the mildeſt poſſible treatment of the diſeaſe; 
when the abſceſs has burſt, the patient will 
lie ſometimes for months, without the ability 
of aſſiſting himſelf, and will ſcarcely bear 
to be touched in bed, without crying out in 
agony from the pain in the joint: all this 
may be conſidered as a natural conſequence of 
the looſe and unconnected ſtate of the carious 
bone, and of the irritable ſtate of the fleſhy 
parts ſurrounding it; nevertheleſs, this moſt 
unpromiſing caſe will ſometimes terminate 
ſucceſsfully, if all unneceſfary ſurgical ope- 
ration be forborn, if unneceſſary motion in 
the limb be avoided, and if ſuch medicines 
are adminiſtered, as are of ſufficient efficacy 
to counteract the moſt urgent ſymptoms of 
danger ; opiates to mitigate pain, and the 
peruvian bark, adminiſtered in as large doſes 
as the ſtomach will bear, have in many caſes, 
which I have ſeen, been unqueſtionably ſer- 
viceable. _ ie, 5 

To render this practice ſucceſsful, a nu- 
tritive diet, and good air, are eſſentially re- 
quiſite: patients labouring under this diſeaſe 

„ have 


are well known, but in the hip-joint diſcaſe, 


E 


have uſually an inordinate deſire for ani. 


mal food, which, within reaſonable bounds; 


may ſafely be indulged. In caſes of lumbar 
abſceſſes, and of abſceſſes from the hip- joint 
diſeaſe, I have invariably ſeen the good ef- 
fects, ariſing from a change of the antiphlo- 


_  giſtic to a cordial plan of diet. Many of 


the objects of this complaint, exhauſted by 
a profuſe, nocturnal perſpiration, have in 
the morning been importunate for refreſh- 
ments of the moſt ſolid nature; they have 
an eager craving for ſtrong ſoups, meat, por- | 


ter, and wine, and ficken at the offer of tea, 


barley water, and weak diluting beverages ; 


ſo far from denying theſe indulgencies, I 


have uniformly experienced the advantage 


of complying with them, 


The beneficial effects of good air, in every 
period of this complaint, are known to all 
practitioners : in the leſs dangerous attacks 
of ſcrophula, the diſadvantage of living in 
large cities, in crowded hoſpitals, in narrow 
ſtreets, and in ſmall, low, or damp houſes, 


the 
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the benefits derived from a country air, and- 
particularly in an open ſituation near the ſea, 
are ſo great, that they ſeem to ſuperſede ina 
great meaſure, every other medical attention. 

This ſimple mode of treatment, in which 
the principal points are, to avoid ſurgical 
operations and unneceſſary motion, and to 
procure as much as poſſible an enjoyment of 
good air, and nutritive diet, requires per- 
haps no ſtronger recommendation, than the 
reflection, that the method, to which it is 
oppoſed, is uniformly unſucceſsful, whilſt 
this more eaſy one, both for the patient and 
the ſurgeon, has the ſuperiour advantage, of 
being leſs terrible to the feelings of the ob- 
_ je principally concerned. CG 
It may not howeyer be improper in this 
place, to call the attention of the practitioner. 


to ſome facts, which ariſe ſrom the compa- 

riſon of this with other diſeaſes of bones, 

where the ſimple efforts of nature alone, 

; ſeem to be more ſucceſsful, than the beſt- 

performed operations of art. 

A carious ſtate of the vertebræ, is a com- 
Fo. 1 


. 
4 


[ 3 | 
plaint, known to be of the moſt fatal ten- 
dency ; yet this diſeaſe, where external ſup- 


| puration has not | taken place 5 1s by proper 


treatment oftentimes cured. Where an ex- 


temal abſceſs has unfortunately happened, 


either from the nature of the complaint, or 
from the want of a judicious application of 
the cauſtic in an early period, a ſucceſsful 
termination is more likely to reſult from 
ſuch a plan, as is here recommended, 
which imitates the proceedings of nature 
in her cure of the diſeaſe, than from the 


method to which it is oppoſed, which waſtes. 


the powers of the conſtitution by large open- 
ings, unavoidably productive of copious diſ- 
charges of matter. In many caſes of this 
kind, where I have carefully obſerved the 
progreſs of this lamentable diſorder, I have 
noted, that with very little ſurgical treat- 
ment, and ſcarcely any manual operation, 
but with the ſtricteſt attention to a liberal 


and nutritive diet, and a free uſe of the bark, 


as ſymptoms ſeemed occaſionally to require, 


the diſeaſe has been kept at bay in many caſes, 


and 


tw) 

and in ſome, has been abſolutely removed, 
the cure proving, ſo far as I have been able 
to collect, permanent, for although the in- 
curvation remained, the patients have conti- 
nued well in other reſpe&s. _ 

| Thereis no circumſtance better known in . 
ſurgery, nor any fact more worthy of atten- 
tion, than the difference of ſucceſs attend 
ing the treatment of fractures and diſloca- 
tions, which are called ſimple, and thoſe, i 


| which are commonly diſtinguiſhed, by the 


denominations of compound fractures and 
diſlocations. Simple fractures, namely, 
| thoſe not accompanied with a wound pe- 
netrating to the fractured bone, with very 
few exceptions, are eaſily cured, and bring 
equal credit to the ſurgeon, and comfort 
to the patient. But the cure of compound 
fractures and diſlocations, particularly where 
they are thought neceſſary to be frequently 
opened, for the inſpection of the ſurgeon, 
and for the application of plaſters, poultices, 
and fomentations, becomes tedious, and fre- 
quently hazardous. Inflammation, fever, 


and 


? 
5 
' 


ing of the limb, though an anchyloſis of 
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and ſuppuration often enſue, the extremities 


of the fractured bone unite with difficulty, 


the cure becomes ſtubborn, the art of ſurgery 


1s depreciated, the patient's hope of recovery 


fruſtrated, by repeated ſuppuration from 
parts connected with the injured bone, 
much of life is loſt, and perhaps the final 


reſource of amputation becomes after all, 


unavoidable. ny : 

A proceſs not altogether diſſimilar, ſome- 
times takes place in diſeaſes of joints, and 
particularly in that of the hip joint: to 


a ſimple fracture of bone, may be compared 


that kind of caries in the hip joint, which, 


commencing in abraſion of the cartilages, 


and terminating in anchyloſis, proceeds in 
its various ſtages, without an external open- 
ing formed from the diſeaſed bone. Though 


the head and neck of the thigh bone, and 


the cotyloid cavity, become in the progreſs of 


the complaint, as it were, obliterated, and 


an abſorption of bony matter be daily going 
on, a fact clearly aſcertained by the ſhorten- 


the 
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the joint take place, if the extremities of the 
bones are in ſuch a ſituation, as to admit of 
anchyloſis, though a new poſition of parts 


may enſue, and a long | ſeries of years 
elapſe, before a firm conſolidation can be 
effected, yet the riſk, as far as it con- 
cerns the life of the patient, is almoſt totally 
done away: the tedious interval is not 
marked by the impending terror of death, 
the ſymptoms of hectic fever, colliquative 
ſweats and purgings, and extreme weakneſs, 
which uſually precede its fatal concluſion, 
when attended with external ſuppuration, 
rarely in this ſimple ſtate of the complaint, 
combine to embitter the many years of ſuſ- 
penſe, which muſt elapſe, before a perfect 
convaleſcence can be accompliſhed. 
5 During this ſtate of the diſeaſe, which 
is a caries of the joint proceeding to anchy- 
loſis, without an external ſuppuration, much 
relief may occaſionally be given to the pa- 
tient by medicine, and by a regimen com- 


* See caſe XIV. | 
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prehending an attention to diet, air, cloathing, 
and every minute particular, which has a ten- 
dency to counteract caries, ora ſcrophulous diſ— 
poſition of the habit. Every circumſtancealſo, 
which is capable of exciting inflammation 
and ſuppuration, in the part affected, muſt 

be carefully attended to : ſuch local exacer- 
bation of the complaint, if likely to take 
place, is to be obviated by topical bleeding 
with leeches, or cupping ; bliſters, or even 
an iſſue, may occaſionally be uſed, as ſymp- 
toms appear to require, and in addition to 
thoſe means, no plan can be more ſtrongly 
recommended on every juſt principle, than 
to take off, as much as poſſible, the preſſure 
of the trunk from the diſeaſed joint. In 
this ſtate of the diſeaſe, the ſhortening of 
the thigh bone, the deformed appearance of 
the hip, manifeſtly prove a caries of the 
Joint, as evidently as a caries of the verte- 
bræ, or a mollities offium, is demonſtrated 
by an incurvation of the ſpine. Wee 
The utility of the machines contrived by 
Vacher, for ſuch diſtortion, or incurvation of 

5 the 
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the ſpine, conſiſts in their power of ſupport- 


ing ſome part of the weight of the head, ſo 
as to leſſen its preſſure on that chain of 
bones, which is ſuppoſed to have undergone 
a morbid alteration ; for it is not demon- 
ſtrated that any ſpinal machines are capable 
of producing an elongation of the verte- 
| brz. Reaſon and experience ſhew, that 
any degree of violence, applied to diſeaſed 
bones, has a tendency to increaſe the diſeaſe. 
The advantage of theſe machines, if they 
bay” ſerve to take off preſſure, cannot be 
Their aptitude for this purpoſe, and their 
acknowledged utility in the ſupport of the 
head, and the diminution of its preſſure on 
the trunk, are facts deſerving attention: 
and it would be fortunate, if the knowledge 
of theſe circumſtances could ſuggeſt any 
important mechanical improvement, calcu- 
lated to produce the ſame beneficial effect in 
the hip diſeaſe, as nothing can be clearer, 
from natural manifeſt indications, than, that 
as muſt feel eaſe and ne from 
every 
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every expedient to prevent the weight of the 
body, in any degree whatſoever, from preſ- 
ſing on the joint, during the prevalence of 
the diſeaſe, or whilſt it is in a ſtate of gra- 
dual convaleſcence. 

Although in every ſtage of the cure, ahi 
patient be well aſſiſted by tonic remedies, 
as far as they reſpect air, diet, and me- 
dicine, except at thoſe times when an in- 
flammatory diatheſis requires, and warrants 
a deviation from ſuch an indulgent treatment, 
and although every method be adopted to 
prevent, if poſſible, an external ſuppuration, 
yet the general plan of cure may be aided, 
and improved exceedingly by a vigilant at- 
tention to every lenient device, which a per- 
fect knowledge of the local nature of the 
diſeaſe, can ſuggeſt to the * of the 
ſurgeon. 

When air and exerciſe are recommended 
to the patient to improve, and to maintain 
bis general ſyſtem of health, it is fit and 
neceſſary that he be ſupported with great care 
and convenience on crutches : he muſt not 

| be 
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be ſuffered to hobble wich a ſtick in W 
hand, or to reſt with any ſtreſs on the toes 
of the limb affected; for it is obvious, 
when a ſhortening of the limb has indu- 
bitably taken place, that no means have been 
hitherto diſcovered, which can reſtore loſs of 
ſubſtance in bones and cartilages, and that 
this ſhortening of the limb does not de- 
pend upon ſpaſm and contraction of the 
muſcles, and therefore every attempt made 
to procure its elongation, either by encourag- 
ing the patient to uſe it without the aſſiſtance 
of crutches, to truſt to a ſtick only in walk- 
ing, or elſe by adding a leaden weight to 
the ſole of his ſhoe, which is ſometimes in- 
judiciouſly done, muſt neceſſarily irritate the 
diſeaſe, and provoke an external ſuppuration, 
the event which of all others ſhould be prin- 
cipally dreaded, and moſt carefully avoided. 
| The neceſſity of conſtantly poiſing, and 
properly ſupporting the body on crutches, 
cannot be too ſtrongly enforced ; if they 
be left off too ſoon, all is undone; what- 
ever may have been gained will quickly 
1 e be 


be loſt, and a fatal termination of the diſeaſe 
muſt ſpeedily follow. 

The unſeemlineſs of uſing theſe a 
ſome ſupports, operates ſtrongly onthe minds 
of young patients, who are naturally deſi- 
rous of availing themſelves of the uſe of 
their limbs, and are eager to get rid of the 
marks of old age and infirmity ; too of- 
ten to their future ſorrow, they throw 
0 them away, or at leaſt occaſionally neg- 
lect them, before a firm and indiſſoluble 

union has taken place between the thigh 
bone and the os innominatum, and the na- 
tural conſequence i is, that freſh ſuppurations 
come on, from too heavy a preſſure on bones 
looſely connected, or not completely er. 
loſed. a 
- Another circumſtance, which enforces the 
propriety of ſupporting the body on crutches, 
during every period of the complaint, prior 
to a firm and complete union, is, that 
from an attempt to bear on the limb before 
a conſolidation of the bone is effected, irri- 
tation and pain, are neceſſarily produced 


in 


| 
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in the diſeaſed hip, whence the patient is 
obliged to bear on the oppoſite ſide, with 
a view of throwing a greater proportion 
of the weight of the trunk on the ſound 
limb; this ſoon becomes a habit, which in 
young perſons almoſt invariably produces 
a diſtortion of the ſpine, in a greater or 
leſſer degree; and this calamity adds confide- 
rably to the unkappineſs and deformity of 
the ſufferer. There is beſides: all this, a 
danger of occaſioning, by ſuch precipitate 
and indiſcreet practice, a contraction of the 
ſuperiour aperture of the pelvis; * from in- 
curvation of the os ſacrum; a circumſtance 
peculiarly unfortunate to fernale patients. 

Preſſure and muſcular motion operate pow- 
fully and extenſively both in the progreſs, 
and termination of diſeaſes of joints, the 
pathology of which is difficult to be explain- 
ed without a particular reference to their lo- 


cal ſituations. A caries of bone is the ſame 


in every part of the body, whether it be 
bs See plate V. | 
| 2 . 
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a diſeaſe in the bones of the toes, the 
foot, the ankle, the knee, the hip, the ver- 
tebrœ, or the bones of the fingers, the wriſt, 
the elbow, or the ſhoulder, but the ter- 
mination of caries is not equally diſaſtrous 
in thoſe ſeveral parts, all equally liable to be 
affected by it: the event being influenced by 
the particular ſituation of the bone. 
In attending to diſeaſed joints, it may be 
obſerved, that the ſame diſeaſe of white 
ſwelling, as it is commonly called ; or ca- 
ries, exiſting in the extremities of bones 
forming joints, is not ſo fatal in the upper, 
as it is in the lower extremity. This diſeaſe 
occurs in the elbow joint, and in the wriſt, 
as frequently as in the knee, and in the an- 
Kle joint: but it is not attended with equal 
fatality. It is well known, that amputation 
of the arm is by no means ſo often perform- 
ed as that of the leg; neither is it ſo often 
neceſſary to amputate, -for the ſame com- 
plaint of the elbow, or wriſt Joint, as it is 
for that of the knee, or ankle joint: the 
true reaſons for this difference may probably 
A appear 
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appear from conſidering the ſituation, and 
motion of the reſpective parts affected with 
one and the ſame diſeaſe. 114 oh 
A patient applies for ſurgical e in 
a caſe of ſtrumous caries in the wriſt or el- 
bow, the diſeaſe being clearly marked by en- 
largement of the joint, by violent pain, by 
abraſion of cartilages, and waſting of the 
limb, above and below the diſeaſed part, 
ſymptoms which, if left to themſelves, 
are well known, to terminate ſooner or later, 
in ſuppuration of the parts: yet the practice 
of ſurgery ſhews, that in the upper extre- 
mity, the ſuppurative progreſs is more cafily 
checked by art ; and that the means, even of 
curing the diſeaſe, are more ſucceſsful, than 
the very ſame means are, when employed 
in the cure of ſimilar complaints of the 
knee, and much more of the ankle. 
Whence does this ariſe? or how i is It to 
be accounted for ? I think the cauſe is to be 
found in the ſituation of the part, which is 
not ſo much expoſed to the irritation of preſ- 
10 and eaſily admits of a ſtate of quie- 
1 De N tude 
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tude favourable to the operation of remedies, 
whilſt at the ſame time, the patient is capa- 
ble of uſing freely that general exerciſe, ne- 
ceſſary to ſupport his health. 
When the ſame cauſe of complaint exiſts 


in the ankle joint, even with a leſs degree of 


diſeaſe, there are but few who can, and 
fewer {till who will give to remedies, their 


full probability. of ſucceſs, or to the parts 


affected, a fair chance of recovery, by ſub- 
mitting to that confinement, and conti- 
nuance in a flate of reſt, which is indiſ- 
penſable, in order to promote the ſanative ope- 
ration of the one, and the relief and re-eſta- 
bliſhment of the other: it might per- 
haps be impoſſible to have ſuch eaſe as is 


requiſite, or a complete advantage of reſt 


and indulgence for the lower extremity, con- 
ſiſtent with the deb l exerciſe, and 
change of air, eſſentially neceſſary to pre- 
ſerve the conſtitution for a length of time in 
a ſufficient degree of vigour, to reſiſt the 
ill effects of an exiſting ſcrophulous caries, - 
or of a bad diſpoſition of the part, tainted 
POL 88 with 
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with ſcrophula, and haſtening to caries. It 
muſt likewiſe be remembered, that the cure 
of diſeaſed joints, whether effected by na- 
ture in her proceſs of anchyloſis, or accom- 
pliſhed by art, ſo as to preſerve uninjured 

the cartilaginous ends of the bones, is a 

tedious operation, liable to be interrupted by 
a variety of cauſes, contingent and diffi- 
cult to be foreſeen. If ſuch a diſeaſe of the 
ankle joint proceeds to ſuppuration, and an 
external wound enſues, it then becomes a 

malady, to be cured only by amputation ; 
for the parts being thus injured, experience 
| ſhews that the diſeaſe would otherwiſe prove 
fatal. When the cartilages of the bones, 
which form this joint, are abraded, it is dif- 
ficult to conceive, that an' anchyloſis can 
become ſufficiently ſtrong to bear the weight 
of the body, it would be liable to be diſ- 
turbed, by the leaſt attempt at active exer- 
tion, nor does it ſeem probable, that the 
whole weight of the trunk, can ever be per- 
manently ſupported on this joint, although 
it were perfectly united by anchyloſis. 
KS. . 
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| This opinion J have formed from a care- 
ful, and unprejudiced conſideration of this 
diſeaſe, as far as it reſpects the joint of the 
ankle, for I have never ſeen a firm and 
uſeful limb preſerved, after a caries had 
once really taken place in this joint, or after 
a diſpoſition to caries in it, had clearly be- 
come manifeſt : on the contrary I have al- 
| ways obſerved, that the cures boaſted of in 
ſuch caſes, whatever reputat ion they may 
bring to the performers, do little for the un- 
happy patients, ultimately proving to be ſup- 
poſitious and ſhort-lived. The joint of the : 
knee, is alſo peculiarly unfortunate, when 
it is attacked with this diſeaſe : inſtances 
however of ſucceſsful treatment occur much 
oftener, than in the ankle joint; when a 
ſtrict adherence to reſt has been maintained 
for a conſiderable length of time during the 
early period of the diſeaſe, local applications 
have been manifeſtly uſeful, and the joint 
has been preſerved entire. In other caſes, 
where the caries has been more advanced, 
an 1 anchyloſis has taken place in the knee 
” joint, 
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joint, between the condyles of the thigh 
bone, and the upper end of the. tibia ; and; ; 
if during that proceſs, the leg has been kept 
extended, it has ſometimes: happened, that 
the limb has been preſerved in an uſeful 
ſtate ; but if it has been kept in a bent po- 
fition, during the courſe of the cure, the 
limb ſo preſerved cannot be of much uſe, 
and it would have been better, for the ge- 
neral ' purpoſes of life, if the patient had 
ſuffered an amputation, and availed himſelf 
of the well-contrived, and commodious ſub- 
ſtitutes which ingenuity ſupplies. 
But there is a wide difference, when a 
caries takes place in the wriſt, or elbow} oint; 
for although an anchyloſis ſhould not quick- 
ly form, the neceſſity of amputating the up- 
per extremity does not certainly follow, 
merely becauſe the joints are carious, it 
being a known fact, that this diſeaſe, parti- 
cularly in young ſubjects, often continues 
for a great number of years, producing re- 


es caſe V. of white ſwelling of the knee. 
peated 
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peated ſuppurations without any very mate- 
rial injury to the conſtitution, and yet, even 
at laſt, a complete and acknowledged caries 
may terminate, with the inconvenience only 
of a ſtiff joint, and the limb itſelf in a ſtate 
of anchyloſis, may become very uſeful, pro- | 
vided it be kept in a proper poſition, during 
the formation of that union. 

The certainty of this fact is hi dy uſe. 
ful, and it is of great importance. to be 
generally known by all practitioners of 
furgery, who. ſhould be well appriſed, 
that a caries of a joint, is not of itſelf, ac- 
knowledged as an indiſpenſable reaſon for 
the removal of the limb; the energies of 
nature being often equal to the correc- 
tion and cure of ſuch ſtrumous diſeaſes ; 
it will be found, that the moſt unpromi- 
ſing, and far-advanced caſes often termi- 
nate ſucceſsfully without any ſuch ope- 
ration. This is a fact well known to, or 
boldly aſſumed by irregular practitioners: of 
medicine, and ſurgery, who availing them- 
ſelves of that dread of pain, which is inſe- 
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parable from human nature, graft their own m 
profit upon it, by cenſuring and condemn- 
ing indiſcriminately, all ſurgical operations 
in theſe diſorders, craftily leaving them 
to the powerful efforts of nature, which 
often remedy them ſpontaneouſly without 
the intervention of art, whilſt they thrive 
by the means of the uſeleſs, and trifling me- 
dicines they vend, and impudently impelſe 
on the credulity and weakneſs of man- 
kind, by arrogating to themſelves the re- 
putation of cures, which, when not en- 
tirely effeted by nature, are either abor- 
tive, or ſcarcely outlive the ephemeral 
production which announces them. | So 
8 juſt 1s the obſervation of Mr. Pott on 
the practice of empirics, reſpecting their 
treatment of the fiſtula in ano, applicable 
alſo with equal propriety, to their treatment 
of many other local complaints. Regular 
«« practitioners are looking for what theſe 
people do, but overlook what they do 
© noe. do.” | 


SECT, 


[ 41 J 


SECT. v. 


Cafes of the Diſeaſe of the Hip Faint, with 
Obſervations. | 


AS, I. 


Diſeaſe of the Hip Toint i in its ; early fate, cured 
by an Yue mage "A ante 


Mx. ASHFIELD, in Great St. Andrew's 


Street, Seven Dials, on the 30th of Decem- 


ber, 1789, deſired me to ſee his ſon, a 
boy of eight years old, on account of a 


lameneſs, proceeding from a complaint in 


the hip joint: the parents of the child, 


were apparently healthy, except that the fa- 


ther was ſubject to ulcerations of the eye- 
lids ; the boy was of a fair complexion, 


and had n an wee, ſtate of 


health, 
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health, till the laſt ſix months, when it was 


obſerved that he was very lame, and was ea- 


fily tired in walking. 


At the time I ſaw him, he was juſt reco- 
vering from a fever, for which he had been 


attended by Mr. Jackſon, apothecary, in 


Soho ſquare ; the right leg was ſwelled about 
the ankle, and the pain in that knee was ſo 
violent, that it could not be alleviated by opi- 

ates; the thigh and leg on the ſame ſide, 
were waſted, and the limb affected, was 
found to be half an inch longer than the 
other: the lymphatic glarids in the groin 
wereenlarged, and he felt uneaſineſs on preſ- 
fing round the hip joint. The general fate 
of his health was much affected, he was 
very weak, atid ſinking under profuſe and 
colliquative ſweats. The bark, which had 


been very judiciouſly ordered for him, was 


continued, and the following day, I applied 


the cauſtic, rubbing it on the ſkin, ſo as to 


produce ati oval efchar, an inch in length, 
atid half an inch in breadth, behind the great 


menen of the a bone: I ſaw the pa- 


tient 
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tient ſeveral times, during the firſt fortnight - 
after the application of the cauſtic, ard had 
the pleaſure of obſerving that the local and 
general e of the diſeaſe 1 to 
give way. | 
On the 1605 of FRE: 1790, 15 ius 
diſcharged freely, his ſtrength and appetite 
were returning, he ſlept during the Whole 
night, and the colliquative ſweats were con- 
ſiderably checked. | 
Feb. ch, he continued gaining ſtrength, 
walked with a ſtick, but was very lame; 
his mother however thought, that he then 
walked better, than he had done for four 
months, the pain in his knee was entirely 
gone, and from this time, there was a viſi- 
ble alteration in every reſpect for the better. 
In the month of June, the parents ſent 
him to ſchool, keeping the iſſue w at the 
ſame time with great care. 
Auguſt 101b, the elongation was nil evi- 
dent, but the boy was in every other reſpect 
well, and walked three or four miles a day. 
December 7b, 1790. I found him in 4 
0 perfect 
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perfect ſtate of health, the limb was of the 


ſame length as the other, and the emaciation 


of the thigh and of the calf of the leg, 


was no longer perceptible; he kept three peas 

in the iſſue, he went to ſchool at ſome diſ- 
tance from London, us the rus: ni 

as the other boys. 

October gth» 1792, the ite a dried 


CAs E Il. 
. 
Dj Dijk of the Hip Faint, mo FI an 1. 
made by cu 


[- 


ee LEWIS, a 15 of Gini: years 


old, was recommended to the Weſtminſter 


General Diſpenſary, September 16, 1790: 
he was of a pale complexion, and appeared 
greatly emaciated ; he had not been able to 
get out of bed, for the laſt three weeks, 


without aſſiſtance, and when 1 from the 
| bed, Pw cs Not walk for the firſt hour. 


Afi ter 


f 
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After walking, he ſoon became tired, he was 
frequently ſleepleſs during the whole night, 
and cried out inceſſantly from pain in his 
Tight thigh and knee: the thigh and leg were 
| waſted confiderably, the lymphatic glands 
in the groin were ſwelled, and he felt much 
difficulty in moving the limb. On meaſur- 
ing the two lower extremities, the diſeaſed 
one was found to be half an inch longer 
than the other; it was very manifeſt, that 
he could not ſupport the trunk, equally on 
both the lower extremities, for in attempting | 

to ſtand in an ered poſition, the body was 
| inclined to the left ſide, and principally ſup- 
ported by the left leg, which was in a firm 
and rigid ſtate of extenſion, whilſt the right 
knee was bent, and partially relaxed. 

On the 1 7th of September, I applied the 
a in the manner deſcribed in the fore- 
going caſe: on the 22% I ſaw the patient 
again, and was informed, that the pain in 
the knee was leſſened, and that his health 
was ſomewhat mended. _ a 


On the . he was much n walk 
| 3 ing 
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ing without any aſſiſtance, and the iſſue di- 
charged freely. 


On the 1 8th of October, he was fire from 


pain, his health was much better, and from 
that time he continued mending viſibly in 
every reſpect. He kept the ifſue open for two 


years, its ſurface being frequently ſprinkled 
with powdered cantharides, but no other 


external applications were uſed to the part, 
nor any internal medicines given, excepting 


ſmall doſes of powdered jallap to keep his 
bowels open. On the 18th of October, 1793, 
I ſaw this patient, in the enj oyment of 25 
fect n. | 


| 


— 


Diſeaſe of the Hip Joint attended with an ex- 
ternal ſuppuration, and terminating in An- 


92 ofes of the Foint. 


ON the 455 of September, 1 78 5. A gen- 
tleman from Great Marlow in Buckingham- 


who 


(ly 

who had a violent pain and ſwelling from 
the hip joint ; the limb was contracted and 
waſted, and ſhe complained much of fre- 
quent pains in the knee; ſhe was eleven 


years of age, apparently healthy in every re- 
ſpect, but what proceeded from the effects 
of the local diſeaſe. She had no diſpoſition to 


pulmonary complaints, no ſcrophulous en- 


largement of the extremities of bones, nor 
any other ſymptom, which indicated a ſtru- 
mous conſtitution. _ 


Ihe cauſtic was applied in the uſual man- 


ner ; a ſuppuration howeyer from the joint 
ſoon followed, but was not attended with any 
dangerous ſymptoms. The abſceſs was ſuf- 
fered to burſt ſpontaneouſly, and continued 


diſcharging near two years, when the ſiſtu- 


lous ſore healed without any particular treat- 
ment. I did not ſee this patient, above three or 


four times, but the reſult of the caſe was, that 
ſhe kept the iſſue open for ſeveral years, and 


at the preſent period, October 1792, ſhe is 


grown, a tall, healthy woman, free from any 
| | 4 * | incon- 


inconvenience, but what ariſes from the limb 
affected being about half an inch ſhorter than 
the other. Dork 


[Þ por, 
CASE IV. 


Diſeaſe of the Hip Yoint cured by Anchylofs, 
TY the fe f the AA 


F OHN WILSON, fon of Mr.” Wilſon, 

No. 5, Gibſon's Court, Marybone Street, 
St. James's, was brought to me, in the year 
1778, at the age of four years, labouring 
under the ſymptoms of the diſeaſe of the 
hip joint, with an emaciated and elongated 
limb, pain in the knee and hip, and general 
ſymptoms of a debilitated habit of body. I 
recommended the uſe of the warm bath, 
which was continued a long time without 
any permanent benefit, although it produc- 
ed a pete alleviation of the painful 
ſymptoms. Electricity was likewiſe uſed, 
and repeated bliſters were afterwards applied 
to the hip, without any real advantage. 


In 
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In 1781, three years after his firſt appli- . 
cation, large doſes of laudanum ſcarcely 
produced a temporary ſuſpenſion of the pain, 
and his general health daily became worſe. 
I then made a large iſſue by cauſtic on the 
hip; the pain gradually diminiſhed after this 
application, and he began to walk on crutches 
within a few months : he kept the iſſue open 
five years with great perſeverance, and at 
length recovered with a ſtiff joint. On the 30th 
of October, 179a, the joint ſeemed perfectly 
anchyloſed, he walks ſeveral miles in the day, 
goes through the daily laborious occupation 
of a carpenter, and I obſerve that in raiſing 
the diſeaſed thigh, and in walking, the mo- 
tion evidently appears to ariſe from the 
Whole column of the vertebre, moving, as 
it were, on the axis of the ſound joint. 
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Inſtances of the Difeaſe of the Hip 7 2 in > 
- wohich the Cauſtic was applied with apparent 


benefit, and an external Suppuration enſued 
upon drying up the Iſſue. 


J. $HAw, eight years of age, was brought 


to me, in February 1789, by his father, Mr. 
Shaw, Ironmonger, in Moor Street, St. Ann's, 


Soho, for a complaint in the hip joint, which | 


ſhewed itſelf by an elongation, and waſting 
of the limb, a flatneſs of the nates on the 
affected fide, pain in the knee, and general 
ſymptoms of debility. The patient was 
evidently of a ſtrumous habit, pale, and 


_ emaciated, with glandular ſwellings in the 
neck, which had ſuppurated. 


The particulars of his diſeaſe, which came 
to my knowledge, were, that in the pre- 
ceding year he had the ſmall pox, which 
left him in a weak Rate of health; his pa- 


rents ſent him to the country for his reco- 


very, 


: 1 } 
very, where he fell from a hay-rick, and/ſoon 
after the accident, he was obſerved to * 
very lame. | 

The diſeaſe being evident, I applied the 
cauſtic in the uſual way, aſmall diſtance from 


the great trochanter he was quickly relieved ' 


from ſome of the moſt painful ſymptoms 
of the complaint, and afterwards improved 
in his health. The iſſue was kept open for 
ſome time, diſcharging freely. His parents 
however, anxious for a recovery more ſpee- 
dy, than what J could promiſe, took him 
to a profeſſor of animal magnetiſm, at 
Hammerſmith, by whoſe advice, the iſſue 
| was healed, and he was directed to bathe 
the part affected with milk and water. 
I did not ſee this patient again, for five 
months, when he was brought to me, with 
a large abſceſs, which extended from the os 
facrum, to the upper part of the thigh. 
This ſuppuration, I was informed, had 
taken place about two months after the iſſue 
was dried up. I adviſed him to ſuffer the 
ons: to burſt ſpontaneouſly, to take the 
„ peruvian 
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peruvian bark, and to ſupport him with good 
nutritive diet. | 
His progreſs to convaleſcence was very 
ſlow, the abſceſs diſcharging from ſeveral 
| ſinuous ulcers for more than two years; but 
at this time, he is perfectly recovered: with 
an anchyloſed joint, and walks without 
crutches, on a high-heeled ſhoe, reſting prin- 
cipally on his toes: in progreſſion, and in 
raiſing the limb, there is an evident motion 
in the lumbar vertebræ; his ſcrophulous 
ſymptoms have all diſappeared, and he ſeems 
likely to overcome every ſymptom of debi- 
lity in his habit. ee 


Ann Reſcorla, daughter of Mr. Reſcorla, 
taylor, in Charlotte Street, Portland Place, 
was brought to the Weſtminſter General Diſ- 
penſary, when ſhe was five years of age, 
for a lameneſs in the right leg and thigh, ſhe 
was of a fair complexion, and light hair, 
had been ſubject to ſore eyes, and eruptions 
on the head, which came on ſoon after the 
meaſles. She ſuffered exceedingly from the 

| pain 
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pain in her knee, the leg and thigh were 


emaciated, and the general ſtate of her health 


was conſiderably affected. 
I made an iſſue with the lapis infernalis, 
in the uſual place , its immediate good ef- 


fects were ſoon obvious from the amendment 


of her health, and the ceſſation of the pain- 
ful local ſymytoms. This wound was kept 
open for three months, at the end of which 
time ſhe was ſent to the ſea ; the peas were 
then diſcontinued, and the iſſue healed... 

I ſaw her immediately on her return, when 
there was evidently an abſceſs formed in the 
hip: this ſuppurated and burſt ſponta- 
neouſly, diſcharging for a long time, with- 
out injury to her conſtitution. The joint is 
anchyloſed, ſhe walks reſting on her toes, 
but is otherwiſe perfectly well. 


CASES 
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Cars vn. AND VIII. 


Ti Two Caſes of Di 150 17 the Hip Join occur- 


_ in be __ n 


Tus Wong inftarices-of dittats of the 
hip joint, were obviouſly the ſame, but the 
mode of treatment were different. In the 
firſt the moſt active means were uſed to re- 


| fiſt the progreſs of an external ſuppuration, 


and the event was ſucceſsful. The ſecond 
caſe was left entirely to nature, and the re- 
ſult was unfortunate. They were both ſeen 


in the progreſs of the complaint, by Mr. 


Hodges, apothecary in Margaret Street, and 
were occaſionally viſited by me. 

A boy of fourteen months old, ſorted 4. 
fall, which did not appear at firſt to produce 
any important conſequences: at the time 
when he might naturally have been expected 


to have walked alone, a lameneſs was ob- 


ſerved, and he was committed to the care 


of ſurgeons of eminence, the means uſed 


for 


: I 
for his relief, were leeches applied to the hip, 
repeated bliſters, and an iſſue made by cauſ- 
tic : an external ſuppuration however enſued, 
and the boy gradually recovered with the dif- 
advantage of a ſhortened limb, and an anchy- 
21 loſed joint. At this time, he is fourteen years 


bol age, he has been well for ſeveral years, 


walks without a ſtick, reſting principally on 
his toes, he rides on horſeback, and is in per- 
fect health: it is obſervable in this caſe, that 
when in progreſſion, he puts forward the 
ſhortened limb, the motion evidently origi- 
nates from the lumbar vertebræ, which, as he 
walks, are raiſed forward, to give a pro- 
greſſive motion to the anchyloſed limb. 


"oh was called upon to ſee the brother of 
this young gentleman, five years of age, 
with every ſymptom of a rapid advancement 


of caries in the hip joint; he was pale and 


languid, the limb was waſted, and elongat- 
ed, and the pain in the knee violent. I re- - 
commended thoſe means, which had been 
ſucceſsful in the former caſe, but was not 

for- 


KM 360 | 
fortunate enough to prevail on the parents to 
adopt my opinion. They ſeemed to impute 
the ſhortening of the limb in the former caſe, 
to the remedies employed, rather than to the 
deſtructive nature of the diſeaſe. I ſaw this 
patient, eight months after, and found that 
a ſuppuration had taken place, under which 
the child languiſhed for ſeveral. years, and 
died. | | 


CASE IX. 


An Abſceſs of the Hip Joint, terminating in 
Anchyloſes. 


THE caſe repreſented in the fourth plate, 
was one of the firſt, which occurred in my 
practice. I did not ſee the patient, during 
the firſt attack of the complaint, but was 
ſent for, upon a ſuppuration taking place in 
the hip ; he was twelve years of age, and 
had been in other reſpects healthy. The diſ- 
eaſe was managed in a very ſimple manner, 
the ſuppurations repeatedly burſt, he was 
much 


C OI 
nome reduced in his general ſtate of health, 
and received great benefit from the peruvian 


bark. He recovered from the complaint, 
with a ſtiff joint, and died three years after, 
from the confluent ſmall pox. 'I obtained 
permiſſion to open the res and i 8 
the AY! Joint. 


The anchyloſis of joints is often conſi- 
dered to be a diſeaſe of itſelf, although it will 
be found more generally to be a natural and 
beneficial termination of caries ; excepting in 
thoſe caſes, where it is occaſioned by ſtrong 
contraction of muſcles, without any previous 
indiſpoſition of the bones: anchyloſis is 
however leſs frequently produced by muſcu- 
lar ſpaſm and contraction than by coaleſcence 
of ulcerated ſurfaces of cartilages and bones, 
and this is an union, which it would be ab- 
ſurd to counteract, as it is indiſpenſably ne- 
ceſſary in many caſes, to the preſervation of 
the limb affected, and in the abſceſs 'of the 
hip joint, it is the only means of preſerving 
life; in the incurvated carious ſpine, the cure 


1s 


2 — - 3 N 
— — IU nSAr — ——— 


1 158 ] 
1s performed. * anchyloſis; the cure alſo of 


carious joints in the upper extremity, and 


in other parts, is frequently effected in this 
mode, without any aſſiſtance from art. 
In ſuch caſes, a great degree of preciſion 


| inſtance, whether the joint has ſuffered that de- 


gree of abraſion, which muſt finally prove fatal 
to its motion. If ſuch an event has decided- 
ly taken place, a very particular management 


of the diſeaſed joint ſhould be purſued: na- 


ture muſt be left undiſturbed, by officious 


and uſcleſs interpoſitions, much of the for- 


midable apparatus of ſurgery may be omit- 
ted; a cautious practice ſhould take place, 
with reſpect to fomentations, poultices, fre- 
quent dreſſings of the wound, preſſing out 


the matter from the fiſtulous ſinuſes, and the 


examination of them by the probe: and 
above all, particular care ſhould be taken, 
not to rub againſt each other, the abraded 
ſurfaces of the diſeaſed bones, in order to 

aſcertain to our own minds, or to demon- 


ſtrate to the * or others, the exiſt- 


ence 


1 1991 | | 
ence of caries, and to attempt the preſer- 
vation of motion, when it is perhaps, im- 
poſſible, even to try the experiment, with- 
out the deſtruction of life. Such a treat- 
ment ſhould be diſcarded, as tending to 
fruſtrate the only means, by which the con- 
dition of the parts can be improved. I 
wiſh I could ſay, that I had ſeen but a ſin- 
gle inſtance of the neceſſity of amputation, 
produced by rough and injudicious hand- 
ling of diſeaſed joints: in the early attacks 
of ſcrophulous caries, frequent or violent 
motion is likely to cauſe abrafion of the inter- 


nal ſurface of joints; in the more advanced 


ſtages, when abraſion has taken place, it ne- 
ceſſarily excites . ſuppuration, and 87 
e anchyldge ::: 110 


CASE X. 


TIE caſe repreſented in the fifth plate is 
ſuch as frequently occurs; I have no ac- 
count of its particulars, having met with 

e | the 
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the bones accidentally it ſhews the head 
and neck of the thigh bone partially de- 
ſtroyed, and the cotyloid cavity quite ob- 
literated; it alſo manifeſts the precarious and 


inſecure connexion, which theſe bones are 
liable to form from diſeaſe, and conſequent- 
ly preſents to the eye of an attentive ob- 
ſerver, the cauſe of the weak and paralytic 
ſtate of the limb, which ſometimes remains, 
when the dangerous ſymptoms of the diſ- 


eaſe are paſſed over, differing widely from 


the firm anchyloſis, exhibited in the fourth 
plate. It ſhews alſo a lateral incurvation of 


the lower part of the ſpine, and a contrac- 
tion of the ſuperiour aperture of the pelvis, 
both of which circumſtances were probably 


brought on, by the weight of the trunk 


bearing unequally on the os ſacrum. 


CASE 
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CASE XI, 


Egle of C Caries of the His NOW Klaue 
by large Suppurations, finally termi 1 
in an anchylg _ * 


e MIDDLE TON, at No. 14, Lit 
tle Ruſſell Street, Bloomſbury, a boy of 
fair complexion and light hair, born of 
healthy parents, in the fifth year of his age 
met with a ſlight accident, which was not 
| much attended to, till he was obſerved to 
walk lame. Various means were adopted 
for his relief, and amongſt others, he had 
a ſmall iſſue made by cauſtic, /in the upper 
part of his thigh, which- contained. _ 
three peas. 8 
When ] firſt far him, ſeven months as 
wards, there was a large abſceſs formed, ex- 
tending from the os ſacrum behind, to the 
trochanter major, the limb was ſhortened 
and emaciated, and his general health 
Mþ ſoon 
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ſoon after burſt, and he was confined to his 
bed, from weakneſs apparently produced by 
the copious diſcharges of matter, from re- 
peated ſuppurations, which continued ſuc- 
ceſſively for eighteen months, and during 


this time, he was the moſt emaciated object 


I ever ſaw, the pain in the hip being ſo exceſ- 
five, that it was ſcarce poſſible to move him 
in the bed ; his diet was animal food, ſtrong 


broths, and porter, all of which he eagerly 
folicited ; he received much benefit from the 


peruvian bark, of which he took large quan- 
tities in powder; at length he began to re- 
cover, the diſcharge of matter decreaſed, 
the pain abated, and he became capable 
of being moved in the bed with leſs pain. 
He has ſince regained his general health, 


and walks with the aſſiſtance of a high- 


heeled ſhoe, and a crutch ſtick; the j Joint of 
the thigh is anchyloſed ; ; and: as he walks, 
the progreſſive motion is evidently produced, 


by a flexion of the inferiour vertebræ of the 


back, and the ſuperiour lumbar vertebræ; 
theſe ſeem to bend forward in walking, and 


1 

to carry with them the os innominatum, and 
the thigh bone, which are now Oy in a 
ſtate of coaleſcence. 


On the 24 of March 1793, this: boy 


2 down, and broke the thigh bone, two 
inches below the trochanter. The anchy- 
loſed joint was not injured, or in the leaſt 
affected by the accident, from which he 
perfectly recovered in the uſual time. 


CASE XII. 


Dijeaſe of the Hip Foint, where the Symp- 
toms diſappeared without any external appli- 
cation, or the uſe of any internal Medicines. 


J. NEILD, fon of Mr. Neild, apothecary, 
in Short's Gardens, St. Giles's, was without 
any previous indiſpoſition, attacked with 


lameneſs in the right leg; he was of fair 


complexion, ſix years of age, and apparent- 
ly healthy; the limb was elongated, and 


| pea he walked very lame, had conſide- 
13 a 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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T1 
rable pain in his knee, and thigh, and ſuf- 
fered a little from general indiſpoſition. No 
kind of medical, or ſurgical treatment was 
employed, his general ſtate of health ſoon 
after improving, without the uſe of internal 
medicine or external application. I ſaw 


him frequently, during the continuance of 
his complaint, from which he is now reco- 
vered: the limib is ſhortened, the trochanter is 
very prominent, he halts a little in walking, 
but has not undergone any of the dangerous 
and painful ſymptoms, which are uſually 
ſubſequent to this attack. 


| 10 


An Abſceſs from Caries of the Hip Joint, 
No here the Wound healed without any diffi- 
'- culty; the Patient remaining in good Health, 
- with the Inconvenience only of a Stiff Foint. 


' 
* 
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Tromas 


HODGKINSON, à boy of 


eight years of age, was recommended to the 


5 | 
Weſtminſter General Di. penſary on the gth of 
November, 1790. He had had the ſmall 
pox four years before, and ſoon after, with- 
out any previous accident, he was obſerved to 
walk lamely and unſteadily; he afterwards 
complained of violent pain in his knee, and 
the limb became elongated ; when I firſt faw 
this patient, there was a large ſuppuration 
formed on the outſide of his thigh, although 
he was in other reſpects perfectly well, being 
free from any ſymptom of general debi- 
lity; the abſceſs ſoon after burſt, and healed 
in a few months: he has ſince continued in 
good health, the joint is anchyloſed, and the 
limb is ſomewhat ſhortened. He walks 
without a ſtick during the whole day. 
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A — _ han, terminating in Caves: | 
tion f the Limb, and Anchyloeſis of the 
111 Joint 5 without an exter nal | Suppuration , 


1 HE following caſe was ſeen, and princi- 


pally attended to * Mr. Woan, OE 


Mortimer Street. 

- Mafter W—, born of healthy parents, 
a lively boy, of fair complexion, was in 
the full enjoyment of his health until the 
age of four years, when he had a fever, and 
afterwards the hooping cough, from which 
recovering ſlowly, he was ſent to Bright- 


helmſtone for the benefit of the ſea air, and 
returned perfectly recovered. In the winter 
of 1789, he received a fall by ſliding on 


ice, but did not ſeem to be materially hurt 
by it, as he walked home, and in the after- 
noon, walked again the diſtance of half a 
mile to his ſchool. He did not complain 
much at that time, but a few weeks after- 

wards, ö 


_ wards, he was attacked by the meaſles, and 


ſoon after his recovery from. that, diſeaſe, he 


ſymptoms of diſeaſed hip joint, namely, an 
_ elongation of the limb, a pain in his knee, 
wearineſs, and ſome degree of general debi- 


lity. In the ſummer of 1790, he was again 


' ſent to the ſea, and bathed for four months ; 


he returned from thence with the diſeaſe going | 


on in its uſual way, the thigh bone ſhortening, 
great pain in the hip and knee, and a total 
inability of ſetting his foot on the ground. 
Tuoopical bleeding by leeches, and a repeat- 

ed application of bliſters, prevented an ex- 


ternal ſuppuration, which was rapidly ad- 


vancing. This young gentleman had a very 


. 


troubleſome enlargement of the tonſils, which 


occaſioned a deafneſs, an uneaſy reſpiration, 
and ſome difficulty in deglutition ; theſe cir- 


cumſtances induced his parents to ſend him 


once more to the ſea, from which he re- 


turned without any conſiderable advantage 


to the diſeaſe of the hip joint, although the 
tonſils were much reduced, and conſequently 
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his reſpiration was become e 50 the 
difficulty in ſwallowing removed. They 
now determined to reſt his cure, entirely on 
ſtrict attention to his general health, to for- 
ward which, they put him to ſchool, in a 
healthy ſituation near London; he was di- 
rected to ſupport himſelf thoroughly on his 
erutches, and to bear as little as deen on 
the diſeaſed limb. 

On the 29th of January, 1794, a is daily 
mending in his health, he ſtands erect on 
his crutches, grows taller, and the anchylo- 
ſis of the joint ſeems nearly perfect. He 

can ſupport himſelf, reſting his weight on 
le ſound limb, and on the toes of the 
other; when he walks, the progreſſive mo- 
tion of the trunk, ſeems to be effected by a 
flexion of the whole body upon the thigh 
joint of the ſound ſide, aided by a greater 
degree of motion in the lower vertebræ, 
than uſually takes place in ne free from 
=_ ane )) 
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© CASE XV. OO 
Tun 6. ane oe of diſeaſe of the hip 
joint is not yet completely cured, but 1 
thought it deſerved particular notice, as it is 
the only one, which has occurred to me, 
where a ſuppuration took place, and the 
matter afterwards di ſappeared, during the 
uſe of an iſſue made by cauſtic, and a great 
degree of reſt®, which became unavoidable 
from the extreme weakneſs of the patient, 
and the abſolute ati, or's motion in i the 
ra affected. Dede een 


* 
5 0 
* 9 


J. Rand, a pale emaciated boy, of ſeven 


In Mr. Juſtamond's works, p. 125, a remarkable 
caſe is related of a diſeaſe of the lumbar vertebræ, in con- 
ſequence of which, an abſceſs formed in the groin. un- 
der Poupart's ligament. This tumour. continued of a 
large ſize for four months, and then gradually diſappear- 
ed without any ſurgical treatment ; the patient was con- 
fined to his bed for twelve months, and at the end of 
that time recovered perfectly. | 

years 
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years of age, was recommended to the Weſt- 
minſter General Diſpenſary, in April 1793, 
for the diſeaſe of the hip joint; his general 
Rate of health was. very indifferent, and he 

complained of great pain in his, knee, thigh, 
and hip: the limb was ſhortened, and con- 
tracted upward to the abdomen ; and on 
the outſide of the thigh, over the vaſtus 
externus muſcle, there was a ſwelling which 
evidently contained a fluid: this tumour was 
not however very e or painfi ul to 
the tou n. 

Notwithſtanding wag little IR af EY 
pots likely to be derived from the uſe of 
the cauſtic in this caſe, I applied it in the 
uſual manner, and his mother kept the iſſue 
open with great perſeverance ; the boy how- 
ever, grew worſe in his general ſtate of health, 
the limb' became more ſhortened ; he was 
confined entirely to his bed for the whole 
ſummer, labouring under the moſt profuſe 
perſpirations, frequent purgings, and ex- 
treme debility; in this ſtate he was nouriſh- 
ed with ſtrong ſoups, meat and porter, for 

5 | all 


T9 
all of which he was frequently calling; 
bark and opiates were alfo * 1 
tage m! 390 F955 3 
At length, when he wide to regain tint 
ſtrength, and by degrees to turn in the bed, 
I had the pleaſure of finding the collection 
of fluid entirely abſorbed. The limb now 
grows ſtronger, he can put his toes to the 
ground, and in moving his body, the diſ- 
eaſed joint, by the aſſiſtance of his hand 
moves with it. Symptoms of amendment 
continue daily, but ſtill the event of the 
caſe may be conſidered as doubtful, the an- 
chyloſis is by no means completely formed, 
the patient is highly ſcrophulous, he lives in 
a cloſe damp apartment, and the approach of 
winter may probably excite the ſtrumous dia- 
theſis in the habit, and enn caſe 
perate the local n 


Nov. 1, 1793. 


After having enumerated ſeveral caſes, 
where the event was not wholly unfavour- 
able: it is but fair to acknowledge, that I 

| have 


| 
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have ſeen (inſtances of this diſeaſe, which 
have terminated fatally, Where the cauſtic 
had been applied; but this has happened, 
for the moſt part, if not always, where the 
application was deferred until the limb was 
ſhortened, and contracted, and an external 
ſuppuration was evidently approaching „be- 
fore the cauſtic was | applied. I have alſo 
ſeen ſome caſes, where the abſceſs has been 


ſuffered to burſt ſpontaneouſſy, and where a 


cautious management of the diſeaſe, has 
been in a great degree adopted, yet the pa- 
tient has finally fallen a victim to . vio- 
lence of the diſorder. | 

But among all ſuch nd: 1 FR not 


sies a ſingle one, where ſome conſide- 
rable error had not taken place, in the ma- 
nagement of the caſe, with reſpect to me- 


dicine, diet, or exerciſe, or, that might not 
be fairly aſcribed to the patient's having un- 


avoidably been ſubjected to a cloſe and con- 
fined ſituation, where the advantages of a 
healthy atmoſphere, and a free circulation 
of good air, the moſt eſſential — to 


acl reco- 


| (9 1 
recovery, were totally wanting. In one caſe, 
to which I particularly attended, the patient 
was highly ſcrophulous, and for two. years 
before his death, was lodged in a cold and 
damp, ſubterraneous apartment. Another un- 
nen caſe is the ſubject of the * 
narrative. 


CAS E. XVI. 
| Fatal 8 W c, aries 1 1 Hip Join. 
Ae MYHILL, deven years of 


age, was recommended to the Weſtminſter 
General Diſpenſary; his parents were both 


apparently healthy, and he had not been ſub- 


ject to any particular complaint, till he was 
eight years of age, when he was ſuppoſed 
to be affected by worms. I was informed 
that in the year 1790, he loſt the uſe of one 
of the lower extremities, for ſome weeks, 
which he afterwards recovered, as it was 
ſaid, by means of electricity. be 

When Liuſt ſaw him, en enn 


and 


| 
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and beginning to ſhorten, he felt great pain in 
the hip joint, and was unable to walk. I 
made a large iſſue, with the cauſtic, and faw 
him ſeveral times afterwards, when he ap- 
peared to be much relieved from pain; a 
ſuppuration nevertheleſs enſued, and he lay 
for many months an emaciated object, and 
it was with great difficulty, that he could be 
moved from the bed. At length he died, 
and I was deſired to examine the body. 
The ſixth plate ſhews the morbid ſtate of 
the bones in this ſubject : the head and great 
part of the neck of the thigh bone were obli- 
terated ; the cotyloid cavity was thoroughly 
diſeaſed, the caries extending from thence, 
to the os pubis, iſchoin, and even to the 
ſpine of the os ilium; I found when it 
was too late, that for ſeveral months pre- 
vious to his death, he had been lodged in a 
cold and damp place in Lambeth Marſh, 
and that his parents had been perſuaded to 
keep him to a low diet, principally of milk, 
and vegetables, although he was calling per- 
petually, for animal food and porter. 


CASE 
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CASE RYH. 


Diſeaſe of the Hip W where aha FOOTY 

. ofes being diſturbed by external Injury, a 
Suppuration in the Foint came on, which 

ſoon proved fatal. | 


ON the 14% of December, 1781, I ex- 
amined the hip of Roberts, a boy, 
twelve years old, who died the preceding 
day, in conſequence of a fever, which ſeem- 
ed to. have been produced by a fall, which 
he had received a fortnight before. 
I had ſeen him ſeveral times in the courſe 
of the two preceding years, he had the uſual 
ſymptoms of elongation of the limb, and 
the pain in his knee ; for ſome time before, 
the limb hadappeared to be contracted, and an 
anchyloſis ſeemed to be forming in the joint; 
his general health was mended, and he was 
daily ſent to a ſchool in his neighbourhood, 
Where he met with the accident. I ſaw him 
a a few days before he died, there was a ten- 
ſion 


. EI OO ng ed 5 


996 7 ä 
ſion upon the integuments of the diſeaſed 
part, but no apparent fluctuation of matter. 
J obtained leave to examine the body and in 
cutting into the joint, there were two large 
ſpoonfuls of matter diſcharged from the co- 
tyloid cavity; the head of the thigh bone 
was entirely waſted, the cavity of the joint 
was carious, and filled up with fungous 
fleſh, intermixed with bony matter. 2 

The foregoing caſe naturally proves the 


neceſſity, of uſing the greateſt degree of cau- 


tion, in the management of patients whilſt 
an anchyloſis of the joint is forming, and 
particularly of guarding, as much as poſſi- 


ble, againſt every ſituation and circumſtan 


likely to expoſe the limb to injury, before a 
firm union has effectually taken place. 


| - : x 
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| 
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An Inflance of Caries in the Hip Font, which - 
after eighteen years continuance proved fatal, 

' from the Patient's Irregularity of Living, 
and from his laying aſide his Crutches, 
before an Anchyloſis was perfectly formed. 


B — GC-—, a ſtrong and healthy looking | 


young man, twenty years of age, conſulted - 


me, on account of a finuous ſore in the hip. 
The particulars of his caſe were, that in 
his infancy, his hip was ſaid to be diſlocat- 
ed by accident; from that time he had been 
ſubject to ſuppurations about the hip joint, 
which had frequently given him much trou- 
ble, although they had always finally healed, 
with the inconvenience only of a ſmall fiſtulous 
ſore; he had conſtantly walked with crutches 
till within the laſt year, when he left them 
off, andattempted to walk with a ſtick. The 
motive of his conſulting me, proceeded from 
the limb becoming weaker, the diſcharge from 
N the 
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the ſore increaſing, and his general health 
being conſiderably impaired. _ 

I ſoon convinced him of the impropriety 
of laying aſide his crutches : the weight 
of the trunk, which was conſiderable, as the 
patient was inclined to corpulency, preſſed 
too much on the diſeaſed joint ; he therefore 
reſumed his crutches, uſed ſea bathing, and 


in three months was much recovered. In 


the courſe of the two following years, this 
unfortunate young man contracted a habit 


of drinking ſpirituous liquors, the diſeaſe 


of the hip joint was again troubleſome, 
and at laſt proved fatal. 
The reflections, which this caſe ſuggeſts, 


are obvious it manifeſts the great danger = 


preſſure on the joint, before the anchyloſis 
is completely formed; it ſhews likewiſe 
the dreadful conſequences of an improper 
mode of living, under the predominant in- 
fluence of a ſtrumous affection: the diſ- 
eaſe in the above inſtance, as in many others, 
might probably, have terminated favourably, 
for the patient was in poſſeſſion of youth, 


and 


r 
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and ſtrong ſtamina of conſtitution i in reſpect 
to his vital organs, but unhappily contracted 
the deſtructiye habit of drinking ſpirits, a 
cuſtom, which appears in ſome conſtitu- 


tions to produce a ſtrumous habit, and ſel- 
dom fails of rendering fatal, many ſtru- 
mous diſeaſes, which otherwiſe might have 
been palliated, or even cured effectually. 


CASE XIX. 


A Cafe of Caries in the Hip Joint, during 
the progreſs of which, the Patient died of a 
Hydrocephalus internus. 


* 
2 » 


Ric HARD PULLEN was recommended 
at the age of two years, as a patient to the 
Weſtminſter General Diſpenſary. He was 
of a fair complexion, born of healthy pa- 
rents, remarkably ſtrong in the firſt year of 

| his life, ſo as to walk alone in the eleventh 


month. At the time 1 faw him, he had 
1 . 


/ 
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been lame for four months, the lameneſs 


- having proceeded from the ſmall pox. The 
difeaſed limb was viſibly ſhorter than the 
other ; as he laid upon his belly, the thigh 
could not be drawn backwards without great 
pain: the hip was fwelled, and projected 
outwards, the integuments appearing rather 
tenſe, on the out ſide of the thigh near the 
great trochanter; he had alſo a difficulty in 
voiding his urine, which was ſometimes 
purulent. 

I made an iſſue by cauſtic, in the uſual 
place, not however, entertaining much hopes 
of relieving him. He was eaſter for ſome 
time, but in the courſe of three months an 
abſceſs formed, and burſt ; he was ſupport- 
ed by proper diet, and by bark, and appeared 
to. be gaining ſtrength, when he was attack- 


ed with reſtleſſneſs, and vomiting, ſucceed- 


ed by conſtipation of the bowels, dilated 

pupils, convulſion, and ſtupor ; ſymptoms 

clearly ſhewing a hydrocephalus internus, 

which ſoon after proved fatal. 

1 opened him, and found three ounces of 
water 


11 
water in the ventricles of the brain, the 
ſutures of the ſkull not being cloſed ; with 
regard to the hip joint, the cartilage of the 


thigh bone was abraded, the cotyloid ca- 
vity conſiderably diſeaſed, that part, where 


the ligamentum teres is attached, being almoſt 


corroded through the ſubſtance of the bone. 
In another part of the cavity nearer the fora- 
men, the head of the thigh bone ſcemed to be 
in a proceſs of uniting itſelf, to the acetabu- 
lum coxendicis, where, an uſeful anchyloſis 
might probably have been formed, if the child 
had ſurvived the hydrocephalus, #4 


CASE XX. 


85 TE following narrative is taken from that 
valuable collection of Greek ſurgery, publiſh- 
edat Florence in 1 754. by Antonius Cocchius ; ; 
it is extracted from a note, wherein the edi- 
tor remarks upon a paſſage of Aſclepiades, 
in order to ſhew the attention of that cele- 
brated phyſician to diſeaſes in general, and 
= m4 par- 
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particularly to the complaint of the hip joint. 
Aſclepiades , Who appears to have written 
ſome commentaries on the works of Hippo- | 
crates, which are now almoſt totally loſt, 
ſays, * That he had met with two patients, 
&+ Iabouring under this diſeaſe, one of whom 
% was a native of Paros, who had neither 
been thrown down, nor bruiſed, yet tlie 
e diſeaſe beginning with a pain in the lower 
$4 extremity, he was confined to his bed for 
* three months, the head of the thigh bone 
being wot thrown out of its —_— fi- 
„tuation. 

The other caſe which occurred to him, 
was that of a player, to whom the ſame cir- 
cumſtance happened, the head of the thigh 
bone being removed from the cavity of the 
joint, without external violence. 

Cocchius ſays, Theſe cafes of diſeaſe r 
the hip jointbeing very rare, it ſhe ws, that Aſ- 
clepiades employed himſelf for a long time in 
viſiting patients. I had once, ſays he, an op- 
portunity in tlie year 1745, of opening a 
man Who died of the hip difeaſe, in whom 
| the 
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the head of the thigh bone was removed 
from its proper ſituation. The name of the 
patient, who was a ſervant of mine, was 
Dominico Palatio ; his right leg had been 
weaker than the other, from his infancy, and 
ſeemed longer, ſo that in walking he ap- 
| peared to go rather lame. 
When he was thirty-three years of age, 
he fell from his horſe, and his right thigh 


was cruſhed upon the ground, but not fo 


much hurt, as to prevent him from finiſhing 
a journey of two days on horſeback. He re- 
mained well for two months, but having 
another journey to perform in the month of 
January, he was ſuddenly ſeized with a vio- 
lent pain, from the hip to the ſole of his 
foot, as he got off from his horſe, and 
walked in heavy boots. This pain gave 
way in ſome meaſure, but never entirely left 
the joint of the hip; he went through his 
uſual EYineſs in the day, without much in- 
convenience, but towards the evening, the 
pain and weakneſs returned ; ſo that at the 
end of the month, he could neither walk, 
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nor ſtand. When he was in a horizontal 
5 poſition there appeared no ſwelling, but upon 


attempting to raiſe his thigh, he was in- 
ſtantly ſeized with an acute pain in the hip. 
The diſeaſed limb, was now an inch longer 
: than the other, the-thigh was waſted, and 
he had no power of raiſing it, although the 
rotatory motion of the limb ſtill remained. 
A ſlow fever ſoon came on, attended with 
an atrophy of the whole body, and at the 
end of a month, a large tumour ſhewed 
itſelf on the outſide of the thigh, below 
the great trochanter, not painful to the touch, 
but evidently containing a fluid. This tu- 
mour maturated ſlowly, although proper ap- 
plications were uſed to haſten its ſuppura- 
tion. In the latter end of April, it was 
opened by inciſion, and a ſmall quantity of 
thin inodorous matter was diſcharged: the 
wound was fomented, and otherwiſe attend- 


ed to for a long time, it ſometimes 4 ppeared 

clean and healthy, at other times foul and 

putrid. 

At the ſame time, he ſeemed to raiſe his 
eg 
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leg with more facility, but ſoon after, a er 
came on, attended with ſhiverings, and a 
conſiderable ſwelling took place on the hip, 
and in the groin; the foot alſo ſwelled, the 
leg became incapable of motion, and from 
being longer than the ſound one, it was 
now ſhorter. A quantity of matter iſſued 
from the wound, which diminiſhed the tu- 
mour, and a globular hard ſubſtance was 
| perceived in the groin, which was conjec- 
tured- to be the head of the thigh bone. 
Matter continued diſcharging daily, either 
ſpontaneouſly, or from preſſure; at length 
it leſſened in quantity, the ulcer became 
White and dry, the patient ſunk under ex- 
| treme weakneſs, and at laſt died from a 
Night inflammation in the lungs. 
The diſſection of the body exhibited: to 
view, a quantity of matter, which filled up 
the interſtices of the rectus and vaſtus ex- 
terhus muſcle, from the hip downward to 
the knce. The poſteriour muſcles, parti- 
cularly the glutæus maximus, where it is 
connected with the thigh bone, the glu- 
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teus medius, and minimus, and all the 
fleſhy ſubſtance from the ſpine of the ilium 
backward, behind the trochanter major, were 
affected by the diſeaſe, a few muſcular fibres 


alone remaining ; ſo that the ſurface of the 
os ilium was _— expoſed, and appa- 
rently corroded. The head of the thigh 
bone, removed from its ſocket, lay inward, 

on the upper edge of the cotyloid cavity, 

Held in that fituation, by its connexion with 
the pſoas, and iliacus internus muſcle ; the 
capſular ligament of the joint, and the round 
ligament were ruptured, and diſſolved into 
matter; the cartilage of the head of the thigh 
bone, and that of the acetabulum, were cor- 
roded, and the bony ſurfaces were rough from 
caries. From all theſe circumſtances it ap- 
peared, that the diſeaſe originated in the ca- 
vity of the joint, that an abſceſs formed in 
that part, either from inflammation proceed- 
ing from extemal injury, or, from the parts 

being from a previous ſcrophulous taint, pre- 

diſpoſed to this diſeaſe.” 


This cafe of Cocchius, ſhews FEWER 
of 
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of the hip diſeaſe, which frequently occurs, 
It holds out a proper caution to patients, 
who are prediſpoſed to this complaint by a 
ſtrumous habit, to avoid ſuch ſituations as 
may expoſe them to external accidents, and 
en n to an aggravation of the diſ- 
eaſe. It alſo ſhews, like many other caſes 
EY are recorded, the fatality of the com- 
plaint, when an external abſceſs takes place, 
and particularly, if that abſceſs is _ the 

| Ne of ſurgical operation. 


The foregoing caſes of the diſcaſe of the 
hip joint, were principally ſelected from the 
great variety, preſented for admiffion at the 
Weſtminſter General Diſpenſary: it would 
have been eaſy to have added many more, 
as patients labouring under this diſorder, 
apply in great numbers, to inſtitutions of a 
fimilar nature to that, with which I am con- 
nected, being in a great meaſure excluded 
from hoſpitals, both on account of the 

length 


if. .ab$ -3 
length of time, which their cures require, 
and hkewiſe from the indiſpenſable neceſſity 
of having as good air, as the metropolis af- 
fords, to cooperate with, and facilitate the 
means uſed for their recovery. It has been 
my intention, not to obtrude a multiplicity of 
caſes, reſembling each other in their leading 
circumſtances ; they have been ſelected with 
a view of ſhewing the origin, progreſs, and 
termination of the complaint, its general ef- 
fects when left to the powers of nature alone, 
and the beneficial conſequences, likely to 
reſult from the efforts of medical and ſur- 
gical aid, ſeaſonably adminiſtered. | 

I flatter myſelf, that an attempt to explain 
the pathology of a diſeaſe, in the treatment 
of which, I have been long converſant, will 
neither be conſidered, as preſumptuous, nor 
condemned, as altogether unſerviceable. At 
all events, -an endeavour to draw the atten- 
tion of ſurgeons to a ſubject ſo important, 
and, to engage them to the conſideration of 
the various means uſed for the relief of a 


| diſorder, ſo frequent | in its occurrence, and 
ſo 


fo pregnant with dangerous conſequences, 
cannot be deemed an undertaking, uſeleſs in 


its tendency, however defective it may be in 
its execution. It ſhall certainly be my fu- 
ture ſtudy, to avail myſelf of every oppor- 
tunity which may occur of rendering theſe 
_ obſervations leſs imperfect : but the diſeaſe 
itſelf, is ſo protracted in its duration, and 
is complicated with ſo great a variety of cir- 
cumſtances, all demanding the mature con- 
ſideration of an attentive practitioner, that 
it perhaps requires more time, and experi- 
ence to elucidate the ſubject Rae than can 
fall to the ſhare of an individual. | 

It would be very deſirable to know, what 
are the ſymptoms, which indicate ſuch a 
happy termination of the diſeaſe, without 
the interference of art, as deſcribed in the 
twelfth caſe. | 

It would be alſo very tuning); if an 
uniform mode of practice could be aſcertain- 
ed, ſo as to prevent invariably the calamity 
of an external ſuppuration, proceeding from 

caries, or ſtrumous affection of the joint. 

| | The 
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To find out with certainty, the remote 
_ cauſe of this diſeaſe, is an object of ra- 
tional and uſeful inquiry, as there is not in 
| the whole circle of human maladies, one, to 
which there is a greater neceſſity of apPly- 
ing the common expreſſion, 

Venienti occurrite morbo. 

b n all it would be of the n con- 
ſequence, by means of frequent diſſections, 
to fix upon true principles, the morbid anato- 
my of the hip joint, as well as that of every 
other joint in its earlieſt ſtate of diſeaſe. 
Opportunities of inveſtigation can happen 
but ſeldom; it is the duty therefore of every 
ſurgeon to avail himſelf of all thoſe which 
offer. It is the mis fortune of mankind, 
that practice is too often founded upon a 
vague and uncertain deſcription of diſeaſes, 
whilſt labour, attention, and perſeverance, 
might have introduced preciſion and cer- 
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SECT. VI. 


Rink on White Swellings of the Knee, and 

on the Caries of the Foint of the Wriſt, 

with Caſes ; to which is annexed, a Caſe 
of Incurvation and Caries of the Spine. 


Obſervations on the Uſe of Cauſti cs, in White 4 
. ee T9: It 
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be productive of good effects in any one 
diſeaſe of dangerous tendency, it becomes 

the duty of the practitioner, to apply it to 
thoſe, which ſeem to be of a ſimilar nature, 
eſpecially to ſuch, as have hitherto reſiſted 
the uſual means of relief. The white ſwel- 
ling of the knee is a complaint, ſimilar to 
: the carious incurvation of the ſpine, and to 
the caries of the hip joint : and if its pro- 
greſs be ſometimes different, if its fatality 
be OY more obvious ; whilſt at other 

times, 
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times, it ſeems. to yield more readily to the 
methods adopted for its cure, the reaſon for 
ſuch diverſity in its progreſs and event, will 


probably be found in circumſtances attend- 


ing its local ſituation, and not in the Pw 
nature of the complaint. 

The practice of the Greek Mees for 
this diſeaſe of the knee joint, was to make 


topical iſſues by the actual cautery, and 


ſince, experience has fully ſhewn the pro- 
priety of the revival of that practice for the 
relief of the carious ſpine, under the form 


of a potential cautery, carious joints in 


all parts of the body, and particularly that 
of the knee, have been again ſubjected to 
this treatment: but it is well known that the 
application has not been equally fortunate in 
this joint: an eminent phyſician has imput- 
ed this want of ſucceſs to the diſtance of the 
part affected, from the center of the circu- 
lation *: in a paper, en in the Medical 

See vol. m. of Mr. Earle 8 edition of Mr. Potts 8 
G P- 498. 5 
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Facts, Vol. IV. p. 158, the failure ſeems 
to be more eaſily explained, by ſtating 
the difficulty of applying the cauſtic near 
enough to the diſeaſed part; proceed - 
ing on that opinion, the author directs 
the application of the cauſtic, to be made 
on the integuments, covering the external 
condyle of the thigh bone, as being moſt 
contiguous to the parts affected with diſeaſe. 
The reſult of this practice, is communicat- 
ed in three caſes, which, although they were 
not all finally ſucceſsful, ſo as to reſtore the 
limb to a perfect convaleſcence, ſerve, never- 
theleſs, to ſhew the advantage of topical if- 
ſues, and particularly, the propriety of uſing 
them as near as poſſible, to the ſeat of the 
b; 206). 111 „ eln 
I have for many years applied cauſtics, 


above and below the internal condyle of the 


thigh bone, for white ſwellings of the knee, 
with various ſucceſs ; and I have remarked, . 
where this plan diſappointed / my hopes, 

and where a ſuppuration of the joint took 
place, notwithſtanding this mode of treat- 
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was not ſufficiently pers to pervade the 
whole cavity of the joint. 
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ment, that the inflammation. has in almoſt 


every | caſe aroſe, and that the matter col- 


lected, generally made its way outwards, 
on the external ſide of the knee ; obſerving 
this fact repeatedly, I was led to conceive, 
that the cauſtic, in the manner 1 uſed it, 
checked the progreſs of the diſeaſe as far 
as it had influence, but, that its influence | 


. 


Since the publication of Mr. Saber 8 
paper, 1 have, in a bad caſe of white ſwel- 


above and below the external condyles of 
the thigh bone, in addition to two others, 
which I had before made with the lapis in- 
fernalis, on the inſide of the Joint ; the pa- 


tient ſoon felt a ſuſpenſion of pain, and ſome 
_ abatement of the ſwelling, from this appli- 


cation, and the progreſs of ee to be 
going on favourably. 261). a 

But it may be 3 that een are 
other very material circumſtances, which 
* to the * of. this remedy, 


when 
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when applied to the caries of the knee, or 
of the ankle joint, and theſe are, the preſ- 
ſure which the diſeaſed part receives from 
the weight of the trunk, and the muſcular 
motion, to which it is naturally liable, 
or, which it unneceſſarily receives from the 
exertion of the patient: from theſe cauſes 
principally, in addition to what Mr. Crow= 
ther- has ſuggeſted, may be deduced much 
of the ill ſucceſs, which attends the treatment 
of diſeaſed joints in the lower extremities. 
Notwithſtanding theſe objections to its uſe, 
the application of cauſtics, in white ſwel- 
lings of the knee, is found to be a remedy 
of great efficacy; in many caſes, it claims 
a decided preference to bliſters, irritating 
plaſters or ſinapiſms, the ſurgeon being 
enabled at the ſame time in which he is 
purſuing | a rational plan, by the uſe of cauſ- 

tics, to employ other efficacious means: he 
is not precluded from availing himſelf, of the 
uſe of topical bleeding by leeches, of fric- 
tions of mercurial ointment, of fomentations 
of ſea water, or of the ſolution of ſal ammo- 
LE 0 niac, 
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-niac, of the plaſter of gum ammoniacum 1 


"— or even of bliſters. 
The caſes of white ſwelling of the downs, 


in Which I have found the application of 


cauſtics completely ſucceſsful, have been 
thoſe, which are deſcribed by Mr. Bell, as 


rheumatic white ſwellings, where there has 


been little, or no fluctuation of fluid, in the 
cavity of the joint, and no diſcoloration of 
the integuments, but where an enlargement 


of the knee has taken place, attended with 
great pain in moving the part, and ſome- 


times a total inability of motion. In ſuch 


caſes, patients have often previouſſy com- 


plained of a weakneſs, and pain in the joint, 
which has probably ſubſiſted for a long time, 
coming on at intervals, increaſed by ſudden 
changes of the weather, and aggravated by 
ſlight external accidents, but theſe ſymptoms 
having been conſidered as rheumatic; have . 
not been much notice. 

In ſuch caſes, and particularly in adult 
ſubjects, when the diſeaſe has been aug- 


nn, 5 as to _— ſurgical aſſiſ- 
A ; F ance, 
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tance, copious and repeated bleedings by 
leeches, and the application of cauſtics, 
have ſeldom failed to produce a complete 
cure : but when the patient was very young, 
and of a ſcrophulous habit, or when the ac- 
cumulation of fluid in the joint, whether mat- 
ter or glary fluid, was conſiderable, or when 
the patient, perverſely, or indiſcreetly accuſ- 
tomed himſelf to move the limb, in order to 
prevent a ſtiffneſs, or contraction of the joint, 
I have ſeldom ſeen more than temporary re- 
lief procured by this, or indeed by any other 
method: ſuch caſes have finally terminated, 
either in a contracted, anchyloſed joint, or 
ſymptoms have come on, which have pro- 
duced the unhappy alternative of reſigning 
the limb, or giving up en . of pre- 
ſerving life. 
The period of life moſt favourable for the 
treatment of the white ſwelling of the knee, 
has been, as far as I have obſerved, in a mid- 
dle ſtate, from twenty to forty-five years of = 
age: In very young children, a carious ſtate 
of the bones, which form this joint, too of- 
0 3 ten 
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ten terminates unſucceſsfully; the diſturbanee, 
to which the parts are liable from their natural 
reſtleſsneſs, or from the frequent motion to 
which they are ſubjected by the 'officiouſ- 
neſs of their attendants, occaſions more irri- 
tation to the part affected, than adults are 
likely to receive, who are eaſily perſuaded to 
adopt a ſtate of quietude for the diſeaſed 
limb. In very old ſubjects, the circulation 
is too languid to admit of much hopes of 
ſucceſs : and in women, during a ſtate of 
pregnancy, or of lactation, the proceſs of 
cure, goes on very unfavourably. 


A White Swelling of the Knee cured by Juer 
made by Cauſtic. 


IN May ' 787, John Hennis, thirty-four 

years of age, a tall thin man, of a fallow 

complexion, with dark hair, and black eyes, 

naturally ſubject to a winter cough, was re- 

commended to the Weſtminſter General Diſ- 
1 T penſary, 
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penſary, for a ſtrumous enlargement of the 
teſtis, for which he underwent the operation 
of extirpating the diſeaſed part. A fort- 
night afterwards, he complained of uneaſi- 
neſs in his right knee, which was found to 
be ſwelled, and painful, particularly on the 
inſide of the patella; the leg and thigh 
were ſoon after waſted, and the knee was | 
ſtrongly contracted, with a total inability of 
extending the joint, or moving it, Wiibers 
the utmoſt pain. e : 
For a few days, I ordered it to * 1 
ted and poulticed, but ſeeing no proſpect 
of amendment, I proceeded to the topical 
application of leeches, which were repeat- 
edly put on to the number of forty, and I 
afterwards bliſtered the whole knee three 
times; theſe means being alſo ineffectual, I 
rubbed the lapis infernalis, half an inch 
above, and half an inch below the joint, on 
its internal part, ſo as to produce an eſchar, 
on the removal of which there were two large 
iſſues capable of holding ten peas. It was re- 


markable, that this man felt an immediate 
O0 4 | | ſuſ< 
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ulpcation- of dein; from the application of 
the cauſtics; after the firſt night, he ſlept well, 
without laudanum, although during ſeveral 


preceding nights, the pain had been ſoexceſ- 


ſive, that it could not be palliated by opiates. 


Six months elapſed before he was perfectly 


well. He has preſerved the uſe of his limb, 
ſo as to purſue his buſineſs, at this time, 
as a brewer's ſervant ; the iſſues were kept 

open for eighteen months, and during that. 

time, he felt inconvenience, whenever they 
were neglected. 

In the year 1791, the man applied: again 
for aſſiſtance, for a chain of diſeaſed glands 
in his neck, which extended from ear to 
ear. 'Theſe ſwellings after a long time ſup- 
purated, and he recovered alſo from this ſtru- 
mous attack. On the 19th of March, 1792, 


I ſaw him again, and found that he remain- 
ed perfectly well, 
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"CASES II. III. any IV. 


Dre I nftances of White Swellings of the Knee 
Font, cured by Iſſues made by Cauſtic, and 
by repeated Bleedings with Leeches. _ | 


IN the month of June, 1791, I was de- 
fired to ſee Mrs. Squires, ' wife of Mr. 
Squires, wine merchant in Catherine Street, 
near the Strand. She was thirty years of age, 
of a pale, unhealthy aſpect, but had enjoyed 
a tolerable ſtate of health, till ſhe was attack- 
ed with a violent pain in her knee, in the 
preceding month of February. 'This pain had 
continued increaſing, and when I ſaw her, 
the leg and thigh were emaciated, the knee 
was ſwelled, exceedingly painful, and con- 
tracted ſo much, that it was impracticable 
to extend it, without giving her the moſt 
exquiſite pain. She had applied a variety. of 
fomentations and poultices to the part, and 
uſed many internal medicines, without any 

benefit; the only reſource, which ſhe found 
| | for 


' 
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for alleviating the pain, was in large FRY 
of laudanum. The limb could not be mov- 
ed in the bed, nor could ſhe bear the preſſure 
of the bed cloaths on the part; there was 

however no fluctuation of fluid in the joint. 
ordered twelve leeches to be immediately 
applied to the knee; theſe were repeated in 
a” few” days, and afterwards a large bliſter 
was laid over the whole diſeaſed part. This 
mode of treatment was continued for three 
weeks, during which time, there was not 
much remiſſion of the ſymptoms, her knee 
remained exceedingly painful, and ſhe could 
not be removed from the bed. The quan- 
tity of laudanum however, had been de- 
creaſed. A plaſter compoſed of gum am- 
moniacum, and the vinegar of ſquills, as 
recommended by Dr. Swediar, was next 
applied to the knee; this was renewed ſeve- 
ral times, and the compoſition: made as ſti- 
mulating as poſſible by the addition of pow- 
dered ſquills : it gave much local irritation, 
but the knee remained equally * ſuel- 
led, and contracted. 

Two 
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Two large iſſues were then made above, 
and below the knee, by pencilling the inte- 
guments with the lapis infernalis; I called 
upon her in a few days, and found her 
eaſier. She was now directed to keep a 
pillow under the knee, and to extend it as 
much as poſſible, without uſing violence. 
The iſſues ſoon diſcharged freely, and their 
ſurfaces were frequently ſprinkled with pow- 
dered cantharides ; T attended her for four 
months, and had the PROT of ere. her 

perfectly recovered. 0 | 

She applied, diving my attendance up- 
wards of five hundred leeches to the knee, 
and to the diſcharge of blood, procured by 
them, ſhe attributed her recovery. | When- 
ever ſhe felt any increaſe of pain, recourſe 
was had to this mode of bleeding, which 
always relieved her. The iſſues were kept 
open for a year afterward; in December, 
1792, they were dried up; ſhe has now the 
perfect uſe of her joint, and i is able to walk 


ſeveral miles i in the e a 
Mrs. 


FF 

Mrs. Rofte, wife of Mr. Roffe, timber 
merchant, in Princes Street, St. Ann's, 
Soho, had for ſome years been ſubject to a 
pain in the knee, which was increaſed on 
every change of the weather, after under- 
going any uncommon fatigue, or meeting 
with an accidental fall, to which the weak- 
neſs of the joint made her very liable. She 
ſent for me in December, 1791, at which 
time, the complaint was growing much 
worſe, ſhe could not ſtand on the limb, it 
was extremely painful, and much contract- 
ed, and every effort to extend it, produced 
a conſiderable increaſe of pain. The limb 
was waſted, above and below the part af- 

fected, but her health in other "_— Was 
perfectly good. | 
I ordered the part to be bled 1 org 
and afterwards a ſtrong ſolution of ſal am- 
moniac to be applied to it, and this treat- 
ment was continued for ſeveral days, with- 
out any viſible ſigns of amendment; repeated 
bliſters were alſo employed without any ad- 
vantage. I then made two iſſues, as in the 
fore- 
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foregoing caſe, the good effects of which, 
were quickly obvious, from the remiſſion 
of the pain, and from the power of extend- 

ing the limb being reſtored to her. She had 
more than ſeventy leeches applied to the knee, 
and recovered entirely i in three months; ſhe 
is at this time perfectly well, * {till "RO 
one of the iſſues open. | 
In this caſe, as well as in the e 
one, very little medicine was given; the 
former patient was of a debilitated habit, 
and reaped great advantage from preparations 
of bark. The laſt- mentioned patient, was 
of a f ull, plethoric conſtitution, and the 
cure was promoted by a low regimen of 
diet, and the occaſional uſe of aperient me- 
dicines. 0 


On the 19th of March, 1790, Mary Cuſ- 
ter at No. 20, St. Alban's Street, Pall Mall, 
forty-two years of age, was recommended 
as a patient to the Weſtminſter General 
Diſpenſary. I was informed, that ſhe had 
. confined to her bed, for four weeks, on 


account 
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account of a painful ſwelling off the ka 
joint, which had been conſidered as rheu- 
matic, and that leeches and cataplaſms had 
been repeatedly applied to it: I found that 
her general health had been always perfectly 
g cod, but that for ſome time paſt the had 
been ſubject to a weakneſs in this joint. | 
This laſt attack had come on ſuddenly, | 
aſter ſome. fatigue in her buſineſs, which 
was that of a laundreſs ; the knee was con- 
fiderably ſwelled, and ſo irritable, that it 
could not be moved from the poſition in 
which it lay, without the utmoſt pain, nor 
could ſhe ſuffer the weight of the bed cloaths 
to preſs upon it: if it was attempted to be 
raiſed in the moſt gentle manner by the heel, 
the pain was inſufferable ; the ſkin appear- 
ed ſhining and tenſe on the knee, and the 
limb was e both above and below the 
joint. 
I directed ten ate to WW 3 ap- 
did, to the moſt painful part of the joint, 
and the following day it was covered with a 
large bliſter. This plan of topical blee 11 


E 1 
and bliſtering was continued for two months, 
during which time, ſeventy leeches and ſix 


bliſters had been uſed ; at the end of that pe- | 
riod, I found the pain of the joint was 


greatly removed. The knee however, re- 


mained ſwelled, and was totally incapable of 


motion. On the 24h of May the cauſtics 


were applied as in the foregoing caſes; in 
three days ſhe could move the limb with 


ſome eaſe, and from that time, a favour- 


able alteration was evident. | 

In the middle of June, ſhe culled put 2 
leg and foot to the ground, and could bend, 
and extend the joint with great facility. She 


| kept ſeven peas in each iſſue, but as the 


joim became ſtronger, ſhe. gradually lefſen- 
ed the number of the peas. On the 1 of 
Auguſt, 1792, this patient called upon me, 
and-faid her knee was perfectly well, that 
ſhe could walk ſeveral miles in the day, 
without inconvenience, and that ſhe kept 
the lower iſſue open with three peas only. 
No internal medicines were uſed in this caſe, 
except 


p ² . ² , — — = 


| alſo ufed to the part affected. | 
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purging ſalts; 
CASE V. 


An Inftance of Caries of the Knee  Foint, 


+» eured by Anchylofis, the Limb during the 


Progreſs of the Cure, being carefully kept 
in an extended Poſition. | 


Ms. MORTON, at No. 138, Swallow 
Street, a thin, delicate woman, thirty years 
of age, ſubje& to no particular chronic diſ- 
eaſe, was ſeized on the th of Auguſt, 1789, 
in the night, with a violent pain in the knee, 


attended with a fever, which was conſidered 


as rheumatic : the following day, find- 


ing herſelf unable to walk, and that her 


knee was much ſwelled, ſhe applied to an 


apothecary in the neighbourhood, by whoſe 


fix leeches applied to her knee; fomentations, 
cataplaſms, and-a volatile embrocation were 


On 


® 


except occaſionally, a ſolution of common 


advice, ſhe was bled in the arm, and had 
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On the 20th of Auguſt, ſhe was recom- 
mended to the Weſtminſter General Diſpen- 
ſary, and the knee was found to be conſiderably 
ſwelled, exceedingly painful, incapable of the 
leaſt motion, or even of bearing the preſſure 
of the bed cloaths: there was no external 
inflammation, but evidently a collection of 
fluid in the joint. I directed leeches to 
be again applied, and cloths dipped in a 
ſtrong ſolution of ſal ammoniac, to be con- 
ſtantly kept wet on the knee; gentle ſa- 
line laxative medicines were alſo uſed, as 
ſhe had a ſymptomatic fever. This me- 
thod having been continued for ten days, 
without producing any good effect, the ſo- 
| lution of ſal ammoniac was left off, and 
the part was rubbed twice a day, with 
half a dram of the ſtrong mercurial oint- 
ment, to which | were added five grains of 


camphire ; during this treatment, the ſwel- 


ling in a ſmall degree diminiſhed, but the 


pain in the joint continued. 


On the 15th of September, I nb the 


lapis infernalis, above and below the joint, 
| P ſo 
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ſo as to produce an eſchar, at leaſt one inch 


in diameter, and formed an iſſue in both 
places, capable of holding ten or e 
peas. 

On the i Get of October, ** had been no: 


benefit derived from this management of the 
caſe, except that the fluid in the joint ſeemed 


to be in ſome meaſure abſorbed. The pain 
in the knee was ſtill violent, the leg and 


thigh much waſted, the ancle œdematous, 
and the ſlighteſt mot ion of the joint was at- 
tended with the moſt excruciating pain. The 


friction of the mercurial ointment was con- 
tinued, and the iſſues diſcharged freely. 
November 10th, the ſame plan was con- 
tinued, with the occaſional uſe of the bark, 
as ſhe was inclined to colliquative ſweats at 
night, The limb began to contract with 
the knee bent, a poſition, which uſually takes 
place in the white ſwelling df this joint ; ſhe 
kept it however, reſolutely extended, coun- 


teracting the tendency to flexion, by bolſters 
placed undemeath the knee. 


'On 
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On the 20th of December, the ſwelling 
of the joint was abated, her general health 
was much mended, the limb was {till waſted, 
but by graſping her thigh with both hands, 
it was found that ſhe was capable of moving 
the whole lower extremity ; the foot was af- 

fected by this motion, being turned mward 
or outward, as ſhe directed the rotatory mo- 
tion of the thigh, a proof, that an anchy- 
loſis was forming in the knee joint; ſhe con- 
tinued to preſerve a horizontal poſition, and 
to keep the limb ſteadily extended. 

On the 18th of January, 1790, ſhe at- 
tempted to get out of bed, but in conſequence 
found the knee much worſe, and the ſymp- 
tomatic fever renewed. . 

Being now ſenſible; that her cure aint! 
ed principally on reſt, ſhe lay quietly for two 
months longer, at the end of which period 
ſhe was occaſionally taken from the bed, 
but many months {till elapſed, before her 

limb was in the leaſt ſerviceable. She walk- 

| &d. afterwards for eighteen months with 
crutches, and her recovery ſeemed to be re- 
— tarded 


iT am 

tarded by ſome unfortunate circumſtances. 
The huſband was poor, and his diſtreſs 
obliged him to move his family to different 
parts of the town; ſhe was twice pregnant 
during her illneſs, and ſhe obſerved to me, 
that her knee never grew ſtronger, when ſhe 
was with child, or giving ſuck. She was 
once recommended to dry up her iſſues, but 
found the knee in conſequence much weaker. 
She at ſeveral times applied to irregular prac- 
titioners, who adviſed her to endeavour to 


cific oils for that purpoſe. 

Time, however has ſatisfied her of the 
neceſſity of preſerving the firm coaleſcence 
in the joint, which nature has formed. The 
limb is perfectly anchyloſed, the union, be- 
tween the condyles of the thigh bone and 
the upper head of the tibia, being complete. 
She is capable of walking ſeveral miles in 
the day, without much inconvenience, but 
does not yet truſt herſelf in the ſtreet with- 
out a ſtick, although in going about the 
houſe, ſhe does not avail herſelf of that aſ- 


ſiſtance : 


move the joint, and adminiſtered their ſpe- 
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ſiſtance: ſhe is now accuſtomed to the incon- 
venience of a Riff joint, but in walking, ſhe 
cannot move the limb in a plain rectilinear 
progreſſion, deſcribing as it were, the por- 
tion of a circle, much in the ſame manner 
as thoſe do who have a wooden leg. 
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Fey on the Caries 1 4 vans of he 5 
W. N, with Cafes. | 


Ir has been well obſerved, by Mr. Juſta- 
mond &, that it is one of the greateſt deſide- 
rata in ſurgery to be able, either to aſſiſt na- 
ture in the formation of an anchyloſis, or 

to form one by the aſſiſtance of art, where 

nature does not ſeem diſpoſed to do it: this 
is a remark, to the truth of which every 
practitioner will accede, although the diffi. 
culty of accompliſhing theſe objects muſt be 
acknowledged: it is perhaps eaſier to fay, 
what kind of ſurgical practice, will not aſ- 
ſiſt nature, in effect ing the proceſs of anchy- 

loſis, than to explain in what manner ſur. _ 
gery can aſſiſt her. {1000 #2) | 
Ihe opening into dieſes; joints, abc _ 
ſing of a ſeton, or the injecting of fluids 
into their . will Mat not aid the 
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convaleſcence of the part; the formation of 
anchyloſis is a proceſs of nature, in which 
ſhe is herſelf the chief agent, in the relief of 
diſorders otherwiſe incurable, But it ſhould 
be obſerved, that anchyloſis, under the uſual 
acceptation of the word, is not to be always 
| conſidered as a coheſion of the extremities of 
bones; in ſome inſtances it is produced by 
the rigidity, or ſtrong contraction of muſ- 
cles, the bones and cartilages which com- 
| poſe the joint, being conſidered as free from 
carious taint; in this view, it is of the ut- 
moſt importance in ſurgery to aſcertain the 
propriety of giving motion to joints, or of 
refraining from ſuch attempt, where there 
is a diſpoſition to anchyloſis; if this ten- 
dency be created folely by the contraction 
of muſcles, the attempt to produce mo- 
tion is obviouſly uſeful, but on the con- 
trary, if the difficulty in moving the part, 
and the pain, which accompanies this endea- 
vour, be cauſed by caries, it muſt be conſi- 
dered, whether every effort of this kind, 
* not _—_— the ori riginal diſeaſe, and 


excite 
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excite inflammation, and the ſecretion of 
matter ; both of which circumſtances have a 
material influence in producing an unfortu- 
nate termination of the malady. But a ſtate 
of quietude in this caſe favours the ope- 
ration of remedies, gives time for the re- 
ſources of nature to take place, and even 
if the caries be ſo far gone, that anchy- 

loſis muſt unavoidably be the only means of 
cure, it ſuffers that natural proceſs of the 
conſtitution to be exerted in the beſt manner 
poſſible. 1 hp ht | 
There is no joint in the body more ſub. 
ject to caries, than that of the wriſt ; from 
its ſituation, and from the number of ſmall 
bones, which compoſe this joint, it is ex- 
poſed to a variety of accidents, which bring 
on diſeaſes of bone; notwithſtanding this 
propenſity, it more eaſily admits of cure 
when it is affected by caries than many 
ether joints; it is without difficulty kept in 
a ſtate of quietude, and not having any 
preſſure to ſupport from the trunk, the 
2 uſual means' adopted for checking the diſpo- 

4 ſition 
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fition to caries, are often ſucceſsful, and 
even if the progreſs of caries be farther 
advanced, ſo that an anchyloſis becomes 
neceſſary to preſerve the limb, this joint, 
as well as that of the elbow, is eafily ſuſ- 
_ ceptible of that advantage, and a very uſe- 
ful limb is often preſerved, although a con- 
ſiderable deſtruction of bone and n. 
en have taken er | 


CASE I, 


| 
N | 


ad Boers; Servant. to a gentleman 
in Portland Place, ſuffered a ſlight contu- 

ſion in the palm of her hand, by bruiſing it 
with an iron ſkewer. She felt no immediate 
inconvenience from the accident, and, as 
there was no external wound, purſued her 
uſual buſineſs. The following day, her 
hand was ſlightly ſwelled, and when I ſaw 
it, a few days afterwards, the ſwelling ex- 
tended up the fore arm, but affected princi- 
© ar a: and fin- 


gers, 


„ 
gers, which were all cedematous ; there was 
no tenſion of the ſkin, inflammation, Or 
tendency to external ſuppuration, but ſhe 
_ complained of a violent pain in the Joint of 
the wriſt. ae . 
Fomentations and poultices of various 
kinds were applied for ſeveral days, and ano- 
dynes conſtantly adminiſtered, but no remiſ- 
ſion of pain could be procured, Strong ſolu- 
tions of ſal ammoniac were alſo uſed, but with 
no advantage, and on examining the limb, 
I found a crepitation in the joint of the wriſt: 
Mr. John Howard, of Argyle Street, at this 
time ſaw the caſe with me, and with his 
concurrence, a large bliſter was applied round 
the joint. The pain was in a few days alle- 
viated, and the ſwelling began to ſubſide 
after the repetition of a few bliſters. In 
about ſix weeks, the abraſion of the carti- 
lages could be no longer felt in the joint, 
and ſhe ſoon after nen recovered the 
uſe we her hand, | | 


CASH 
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HOSE hs, 
Maxy JONES, thirty years of age, was 
admitted a patient to the Weſtminſter Gene- 
ral Diſpenſary, September 11ch, 1792 ; ſhe 
had not been ſubject to any particular diſ- 
eaſe, although ſhe did not appear to have 
been a ſtrong and healthy perſon. Her only 
complaint was a ſwelling of the ist ate. 
tended with violent pain, and total inabi- 
lity of motion in that joint, and thoſe of 
the fingers. The cauſe aſſigned, was a ſtrain 
which pr ceded ſrom the wringing of wet 


linen. Sh was ſuddenly waked in the night 


hu ſubſiſtod for two 


fubſequent to\the- accident, with exceſſive 
e part, and from that time, the 


limb remained 85 ed, and dematous from 
the ends of the fingers, to the elbow; this 


nths, during which 
time, the part had been conſtantly fomented, 
and various poultices had been applied ; at 
len "_ _— * of laudanum were uſed, 

— which 
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which were the only reſource, adequate to a 
temporary alleviation of pain. 
| The firſt day, ſhe was recommended to 
the charity, ſix leeches were applied to the 
wriſt, and the following day a large bliſ- 
tering plaſter round the joint : this did not 
| relieve her materially, and ſhe was obliged 
to continue her opiates. The violent pain 
ſhe ſuffered, made it impoſſible to move her 
from the bed, ſo that the part had every ad- 
vantage, likely to reſult from an undiſturbed 
poſition. 
During the courſe of my attendance on 
her, which laſted four months, I found that 
the ſwelling and pain gave way gradually to 
a repetition of bliſtering, and topical bleed- 
_ ings; the bliſters were renewed ten times, and 
ſhe informed me, that one hundred and fifty 
leeches had been applied; the recovery was 
very flow, and although at this time, which 
is a year ſince the firſt attack of her diſorder, 
ſhe has the uſe of her wriſt, in a great de- 
gree, and can bend and extend both that 
joint, and her fingers in ſome meaſure, there 

are 
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lire evident marks of partial anchyloſis, par- 
ticularly, between the firſt bone of the thumb, 
and the wriſt, ; 


Cas E III. 


MARY COLLINs, ſervant to Mrs: 

Campbell, in Suffolk Street, Marylebone, | 
ſixty years of age, a woman healthy in every 
reſpect, received a ſlight injury in her thumb, 
by pricking it with a pin, as ſhe was waſh- 


ing linen. 

The following day, f ſhe felt a violent pain 
in that j Joint of the thumb, where the hurt 
was received ; the third day, the whole arm 
ſwelled, from the fingers upward to the 


ſhoulder, with violent pain round the wriſt, 


which ſeemed to be principally affected. A 
fever came on, attended with rigors, which 


laſted for three days; at this time, ſhe had | 


a very aſſiduous attendance from her apo- 
thecary, and fomentations and poultices 
were — I was defired to fee the caſe 

a few 
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a few days afterwards, and found the 
whole arm extremely ſwelled, painful, and 
totally incapable of motion. The ſkin 
was of a purple hue, and in ſome parts, 


there were veſications riſing on its ſurface. 


5 She had a languid appearance, great dejec- 


tion of ſpirits, and her pulſe was quick and 
low. | 
From the age of the patient, and frum 
the local appearances, there was great reaſon 
to apprehend, that a gangrene might oc- 
cur. In order to obviate this, as the great- 
eſt evil, a cordial plan of diet and a free 
exhibition of the peruvian bark with lau- 
danum were continued, as they had been, 
before I ſaw her, adminiſtered by Mr. 
Bacot, her apothecary, and a cataplaſm of 
linſeed meal was applied to the part affected. 
This was ſo far ſucceſsful, that we ſoon 
had the pleaſure of obſerving a ſuppura- 
tion take place in various parts of the arm, 
The joint of the wriſt was however found, 
on the burſting of theſe abſceſſes, to be quite 
carious ; the abraſion of the cartilages of the 
joint 


224 J 
joint was indubitable, the crepitation of the 
bones was heard, and a total inability of 
motion in the fore arm was obvious. The 
raiſing it even for the purpoſes of elean- 
lineſs was impracticable, without giving 
great pain, and was therefore avoided. I 
conſidered that reſt was the only mode of 
preſerving the limb from amputation, and 
the patient ſubmitted to a treatment, which 
was not attended with pain, eaſily giving 
up circumſtances of convenience, for a proſ- 
pect of permanent ſafety ; ſhe lay in bed 
for three months with her arm ſupported on 
Aa pillow, the external applications being re- 
tained by the eighteen-tailed bandage, by 
' which means the upper or outer part of the 
arm was opened occaſionally, to examine 
the ſtate of the wounds, without diſturbing 
the poſition of the limb, whilſt the abſceſſes, 
which had burſt on the internal or lower part 
of the wriſt, were not attended to. 

The reſult of the caſe was, that after four 
months cloſe confinement, ſhe recovered Y 
with the hand — anchyloſed i in the wriſt 


N joint, : 
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joint, although ſome little motion aden 


in the fingers, but it was ſcarcely ſufficient 
for any uſeful purpoſe. She has however, 
the ſatisfaction of having avoided an ope- 
ration, which, conſidering her advanced pe- 
period of life, and the particular circumſtan- 
ces of the caſe continually threatening a 
gangrene, would probably have terminated 

: unſucceſsfully. To thoſe who attended the 
progreſs of the diſeaſe, it afforded the grati- 
fication of obſerving, that a carious ſtate of 
the bones of the wriſt, even in old age, is 
not abſolutely incurable, and that the reſour- 
ces of nature in thoſe caſes, when favoured 
by a perfect ſtate of reſt, and aided by diet 
and medicine, are almoſt inexhauſtible. 


1 
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CASE W. 


4 Caries of the Wriſt cured by 2 5 7s, of 

Cobęſion of the Bones, taken from Mr. Da- 
vida Memoir, on the Effect of Motion and 
Ke, addreſſed to the m_ e 4 


Surgery at Paris: 115 


4 A Man about fifty years of age, applied 
to me in 1770, with the bones of the wriſt 
ſo carious, that in two or three places, one 
might paſs a probe through them, by fol- 
lowing ſome fiſtulous openings, that pre- 
ſented themſelves on the outſide. The wriſt, 
and the hand which were cedematous, con- 
ſiderably ſwelled, and of a dark blue colour, 
ſeemed to require amputating ſo much the 
more urgently, as the patient was tormented 
with a ſlow ſuppuratory fever; it was even 
the advice of a man, ſkilful in the profeſſion, 
not to defer having recourſe to this laſt re- 
fource ; notwithſtanding this, I ventured to 


| * See Juſtamond's works, by Houlſton, p. 200. 
| tem- 
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temporize, and after having applied the uſual 
dreflings for two days, I carefully cloſed all 

the fiſtulous openings, with dreſſings that 

were not irritating, and the hand and wriſt 
being covered with compreſſes dipt in a 
balſamic and ſpirituous embrocation, made 
with the yolk of an egg, oil of roſes, and 
brandy, I placed them in junks; the parts 
| being thus kept in a perfect and conſtant ſtate 
of reſt, I made no ſcruple of leaving the 
firſt dreſſings on for ten days without a re- 
newal, more eſpecially as neither the pain, 
nor the diſcharge, required them to be re- 
moved ſooner, and at this time it was curioſi- 
* rather than abſolute neceſſity, that was the 
motive for my doing it. As I found the 
diſcharge leſs in quantity, thicker and leſs 
fetid, than hen the patient was dreſſed every 
day, I judged it proper to put off the removal 
of the ſecond dreſſings for twenty days, and 
at this period, the ſwelling of the hand and 
wriſt were half reduced, and every thing 
| ſeemed to beſpeak, as much from the pa- 
tient's countenance and pulſe, as from the 
Q 2 nature 
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nature of the diſcharge, that hopes might 


already be entertained of a fortunate termina- 
tion of this dreadful diſeaſe. In about two 
months and an half after this, theſe hopes 


were completely realized; for at this time, 


all the fiſtulous orifices were perfectly cica- 
trized, and the cure was terminated, with 
no other inconvenience to the patient, except 


loſs of motion in the wriſt, which has not 


ſince. prevented him, from * his uſual 
work.“ 


CASE V. 5 1 Fir 


; "Ya 1 in the ſeventh 
plate, is a caries of the joint of the wriſt, 
cured by the operation of nature, in uniting 
together the carious bones. The Caries ſeems 


to have comprehended the firſt joint of the 


thumb, as well as the carpal bones, the joints 
of the fingers remaining free from anchylo- 
ſis. I have no particular account of the com- 
plaint, but it evidently ſerves to ſhew the 
coherence of bones; it eſtabliſhes too, the 


Colm- 
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complete effect of that proceſs in a very com- 


plex joint, and will readily impreſs the mind, 
with the great hazard, which this ſalutary 
effort of nature would undergo, if ſubjected 
to an injudicious interference from art. 


Q 3 | e 


4 4 
a k dt wt; — 
* 
5 CY 
4 * 
ak 
1 = 
” I 
, was F * * 
, 
* 
* 
* 4 
27 
T's - 
= = x 
bw 
#4, a 
$ a 
* 
x 1 4 
N 
* 
4 
N 
* 
* 
. 
* 
* * 
* 
- re 2 
* PP 0 * 
* 
4 0 
* 1 — un 7 D Is 
£8 2 * * 5 Aura * 
4 
a p 
_— A 
n * 4 
* 
wa 
* 
* 4 8 
x 
„ 
. * ” 
* Oy! = 3 
, a 
* 
2 * 
— 
1 
*> : oo l 
oY 5 * 
1 
* > ® = 
: 2 - 
= * 
* 9 1 
* * 
* ** —_ 
2 « of 
* 5 k 
as * a 
a * 
Ras 43 * 
” 
* * 
. 
Ld , 
* 
* 
# 
2 
: 
. 
” 
— — — S éçR Rr r⅝gͤ9 . — . ¶ͤ—eU wm in ns 4 
—  —  — 


e , ] ⁰—Amͤ— 7 2. —˙wV Rn — ůuN73˙!NN rene IIA ee Sn mere 


* 
/ 
* 

S 
- 

— 
* 

- 7 —— — 
ñ—— — —— ͤ wdhf— auto — 


— 


Pr 


— 


— - Wat earyes IH IS - < Arr 


— RE are 


— 


l 231 J 


F Caſe of mcurvated and carious Spine. 


* 


— — 
* 


| TEE carious ſpine repreſented in the eighth 
plate, is an inſtance of the powerful tendency 
of nature to form a coherence between the 
ulcerated ſurfaces of bones; in this caſe, 
there were ten diſeaſed vertebræ, between al 
of which, the intervertebral ſubſtance was to- 
_ tally deſtroyed ; ſeveral of theſe, were partial- 
ly, or completely united by anchyloſis, others 
had ſuffered more conſiderably from the ca- 
ries, great part of their ſubſtance. ſeeming 
to have been abſorbed, as no ſenſible exfolia- | 
tion had taken place, during the life of the 
patient ; theſe bones are in ſome meaſure 
looſe and detached from each other, yet from 
their roughneſs, and the rugged appearance 
of points, ſhooting out from ſome part of 
their ſurfaces, it is clear that the efforts of 
nature were ſtrongly directed towards for- 
ming the ſame union which had evidently 
| „„ . 


E 
taken place in others; and this would pro- 
bably have been effected, had it not been for 
circumſtances, which attended the manage- 
ment of the diſeaſe. The patient was a ten- 


der and emaciated infant, living in a cloſe and 
damp place, very unfavourable for a reco- 
very from a ſtrumous diſeaſe: he was fre- 
quently moved, and taken up from the bed; 
yet notwithſtanding this treatment, he lived 
a conſiderable time, and at laſt died of the 
ſmall pox. When he was five years of age, 
he was admitted at the Weſtminſter Gene- 
ral Diſpenfary | in March 1789, for a cari- 
ous incurvation of the ſpine, and it was Ob. 
ſerved, that the diſeaſe had not the uſual an- 
gular incurvation, which appears when a 
few only of the vertebræ are affected, the 
whole ſpine being bent in the form of a bow. 
Iſſues by cauſtics were made near the moſt 
projecting part of the ſpine, but they were of 
no uſe; an abſceſs formed, which burſt dur- 
ing the month of June following, and con- 
tinued diſcharging till November, when he 
8 d of the {mal es the diſeaſe in his 
: back 
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back not ſeeming to have any influence in the 
fatal termination of the variolous infection. 
The appearance of this diſeaſe, naturally 
gives riſe to a few reflections on the treatment 
of the carious ſpine; at the ſame time that it 
exhibits an unfortunate proof of the difficulty 
of curing this complaint by means of art, it 
affords the conſolation of ſhewing the great 
efforts, which nature is capable of making 
towards the reunion * ba, en by 
W SOUR UL Ih, 
It ſhews the great miſchief, which preſ- 
ſure, motion, or friction muſt create on the 
parts affected. It alſo ſuggeſts, the great 
probability of injury, which would ariſe 
from the uſe of ſpinal machines, were they 
capable of producing an extenſion of diſeaſ- 
ed vertebre, To Procure by ſudden, gr 
even by gradual exertions, an elongation of 
a carious ſpi pine, would be acting diametri- 
cally oppoſite to the only poſlible mode of 
relief: It would be a prepoſterous effort to 
tear away that coherence by which the cure 
is effected, it would tend only to a farther 
| diviſion 
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diviſion. of parts, where approximation is 
rang wanting. 5 

When the difficuley. is . a 3 
duch a diſeaſe of the ſpine, as is here repre- 
ſented ; no cenſure is meant to be thrown on 
the attempt to cure it by the uſe of iſſues, 
made by cauſtic; but from a review of the 
preſent caſe, it is clear, that ſuch an iſſue 
cannot be conſidered as a never- failing expe- 
dient; whoever thinks, that in every caſe of 
incurvated ſpine from caries, he ſhall ſuc- 
ceed by the moſt judicious application of the 
cauſtic, will find himſelf diſappointed: it 
muſt neceſſarily have failed in this patient, 
from the great extent of the caries, unleſs it 
had been thought adviſeable to have applied 
the cauſtic in ſeveral places, over the mor- 
bid parts. 

Other e eee es Do; as its 
Failure the caries: of the anteriour part of 
the body of the vertebræ, will often from 
contiguity affect the viſcera. I have ſeen 
more than one inſtance, where the carious 


Hams. a: * the lungs, and rapidly pro- 
duced i 


E | 
duced a pulmonary conſumption.” In very 
young ſubjects, iſſues made by cauſtic too 
often become uſeleſs, from the motion in. 

| judicioutly given to the diſeaſed Parts 40 
old people, they fail for want of ſuffcient 
vigour in the conſtitution to produce anchy- 

loſis, In ſubjects, from the age of twelve 
to forty years, they ſeem to be moſt ſervice- 
able, and particularly, where the incurvation 
is angular, and confined to a few only of the 
vertebræ; and the higher the incurvation has 
been in the column of bones, which form 
the ſpine, the more ſucceſs ful has been the 
uſe of the cauſtic, as far as 1 am enabled to 
judge from my own practice. In one of the 
worſt caſes of this diſeaſe which ever oc- 
curred to me, with reſpect to its debilitating 
effects, the incurvation was in the ſuperiour 
vertebræ of the neck; the upper, and lower 
extremities both became paralytic, but the 
complaint was ſoon cured during the uſe of 
iſſues made by cauſtic®, 6 


3 5 Mr. Earle's 8 edition of Mr, rot: 8 works 


Vol. III. p. 459. | 
It - 
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dt his el to me ſo Seen to 
obſehis, that this mode of treatment has been 
particularly uſeful in thoſe caſes, where a 


paralytic ſtate of the lower limbs was added, 
to the other inconveniences of the complaint, 


that I have been induced to think, that this 
ſymptom of the diſeaſe, alarming as it is, is 


not altogether unfavourable towards the re- 


covery of the patient. This circumſtance 
indiſpenſably compels the patient to a Rate 
of quietude and reſt in a horizontal poſi- 
tion, by which means the preſſure of the 
head is entirely taken from the diſtempered 
bones, ſo that the eſtabliſhment of an union 
between their ulcerated ſurfaces becomes 
more practicable, than it otherwiſe would 


have been, and conſequently the weak ſtate 


of the limbs With other ſymptoms of 0 
ral diſeaſe,” ſooner di appears. 
Towards this recovery, the iſſue made by 


A eſſentially contributes; it is an effica- 


cious mode of checking an external ſuppura- 


tion, which would otherwiſe enſue from the 


vatural progreſs of caries ; and this i is a moſt 
impor- 


I 
important benefit; for although ſuch an ab- 
ſceſs in the back, according to Hippocrates, 
as quoted by Mr. Pott, may relieve the pa- 
ralyſis of the limbs, yet it will almoſt con- 
ſtantly, lead on to hectic fever, maraſmus, 


and death. 
8 


SE 


APPENDIX: 


APP E ND I X. | 


"Th GTi obſervations were received 
from a friend, to whom. I ſubmitted my 
doubts on the tranſlation of the fifty-ninth 
and fixtieth aphoriſms, of the fixth ſection | 
of that work. of Hippocrates ; they are ſo 
immediately connected with the ſubject of 
the foregoing pages, that I think no apology - 
can be neceſſary for their introduction i in this 
place: every attempt towards illuſtrating any 
paſſage of a writer, to whoſe labours man- 

kind is ſo much indebted, will be favourably 
received by thoſe, who know how to appre- 


Clate their value. 1 
88 "Bs 
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Dear Sir, 


I was not at firſt aware, 
that there was any novelty in my explana- 
tion of the aphoriſm of Hippocrates, which 
you wiſh me to ſupport : on cloſer exami- 
nation at your defire, not finding any various 
reading in the original, to juſtify a diverſity 
of tranſlation, I was ſurprized at my diſagree- 
ing ſo materially with a variety of interpre- 
ters. It certainly is not in favour of my 
interpretation, that there are among the tranſ- 
lators, with whom I cannot agree, ſeveral 


of the medical profeſſion, who may be 


"ſuppoſed competent to decide on the ſenſe 


of an author, whoſe writings are pecu- 
liarly in their own line of ſtudy; I may 
therefore be thought to pride myſelf i in op- 
poſing men of learning and celebrity, by 
contending for the propriety of a new 
tranſlation ; but I would fain believe that J 
have outlived ſuch vanity, and having been 
long in the habit of Judging for myſelf, I 
am certain I can differ in this, as I do in 
more important Nin. with any perſon 

| what- 
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whatſoever, without the. lighteſt. * of 
contempt, or animoſity. I proceed there- 
fore Without much concern, to ſtate, as. J 
think it incumbent on me, the grounds of 
an opinion, which I cannot ſee any reaſon to 
relinquiſn. Having no prejudicate notions 
on the ſubject, and diſclaiming all Preten- 
ſions to medical knowledge, I go merely on 
the principles of common ſenſe ; and per- 
haps, the determination of the true meaning 
of theſe aphoriſms, may not depend ſo much 
on medical, as on critical {kill *. on 
May it not be fairly taken for granted, 

from the uniform frame of, man, that both 
the ſymptoms and effects of the diſeaſe, to 
which the aphoriſm refers, have ever been 


the ſame in all ages, Fog Bags of e ? 


2 De tranſlation Hipp. Ai xl VII. Set. v. 
per Almeloveen, poſt pleroſque interpretes reddita, ſie 
ſcriptum invenio; ©* Hoc ſenſu ¶ dipo opus eſt qui 
« explicet.” De tranſlatione Hipp. Aph. LIX. Sect. 
VI. dictum puta. - A. de Haen © Ratio Medendi, &c. TH 
Lugduni Batavorum 1761, p. 277. Vide * 855 
Dy Galeno. | „ 
„ Is 
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Is there any reafon to believe, that the hu- 


man ſtructure in general, or that this particu- 


lar difeafe, were not the fame in Greece at 
the time of Hippocrates, as they are · in 


Englan and at the preſent day? I have read 


with inſtruction many caſes of this com- 


Pplaint which you have recorded; but can- 


not recollect a fingle one where you ſay on 


your own knowledge, That the head of 


the thigh bone fell out of its ſocket, and fell 
into it _ before a nnn had taken 
Re”. 

Now though i it may have W 8. 
„That the head of the thigh bone has fal. 
len out of its ſocket, and fallen irtto it again,” 
after a ſuppuration; this is foreign to the pur- 
poſe, for the aphoriſm evidently relates, and 
is ſtrictly confined to ſome condition of the 
diſcaſe, antecedent to ſuppuration, of the 
certain or probable approach of which, it 
merely ſtates prognoſtic ſymptoms. _ 

If there be in your books, any caſe or 
caſes of the diſeaſe of the hip joint, tranſlat- 
ed from the records of the Greek ſurgeons . 


Or 
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or alledged on their authorities, in which it 
is ſaid, that ** The upper part of the thigh 
bone fell out of its ſocket, and fell into it 
again, before ſuppuration, Iincline, to think 
that ſuch caſe, or caſes have been tranſlated 
wrong, rather than to believe, that an ob- 
vious thing happened then, which has not 
happened fince, or at leaſt very rarely hap- 
pens now. 
I ſhall wander no farther out of my pro- 
vince, but leaving all medical conſiderations 
to medical men, paſs on to the examina- 
tion of the original text, and propoſe a ſim- 
ple tranſlation, which, after ſubjoining the 
reaſons on which it reſts, I leave to'the ul- 
timate deciſion of ſuch as are more compe- 
tent to dictate in points of Grecian literature, 
and better ſkilled in the 3 to which the 
aphoriſm relates. 
| Oxoooiow uo e Xing evo ah voin 
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 Hiee, Ark. VI. Sect 59, 3 
Morbo coxario diuturno laborantibus, fe- 
mur exſtat, et retrorſum incidit, his ſuper- 
veniunt ſuppurationes. 5 

Morbo coxario diuturno laborantibus, fe- 

mur exſtat, his tabeſcit crus, et claudi fiunt, 
niſi uſti fuerint. 
e m W afflicted with a ane 
diſcaſe of the hip joint, the hip ſtands out, 
and falls in behind, in them * 
follow.“ 4 

In perſons afflicted with a i 
diſeaſe of the hip joint, the hip ſtands out, 
in them the leg waſtes, and they become 
lame, if not cauterized. 

I ſhall give the various Latin tranſlation of 
theſe two aphoriſms in the very words of the 
tranſlators themſelves, that if there be any 
inaccuracy in my rendering the ſenſe of them 
into Engliſh, of which I am not ſenſible, it 
may be diſcovered, and rectified, by colla- 


tion with the Latin originals, ſubjoined. 
Their 
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Their full import, however differently ex- 
preſſed, may 550 be tranſlated in this 


f manner. 


Aph. 59. When ne are diſtreſſed with 
a lingering diſeaſe in the hip joint, the thigh 
bone or the top of it falls out of its proper 
place, and again falls into it; in them mu- 
cous matter is collected. 

Aphor. 60. In ſuch as are d withs a 
lingering complaint in the hip, the thigh 
bone falls out of the ſocket, in them the 
limb, thigh, or leg waſtes, and they halt, 
limp, or grow lame, unleſs. they are cau- 
terized. 7 | 
Aphor. 59. Quibus a diuturno coxendicis 
morbo vexatis, coxa excidit, et rurſus inci- 
dit, his mucus innaſcitur. | $7 

Aphor. 60. Quibus a diuturno coxendicis. 
morbo vexatis, coxa excidit, his crus e 
cit; et claudicant, niſi uſti fuerint. 

ee Aphor. Glaſguæ. Ann. 1748, 
Janſonn. Almeloveen. 

pb; 59. Quibus longo coxendicum 5 | 
lore conflictatis, femoris ſummum coxa ex- 
* 3 cidit, 
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cidit, rurſumque recidit, iis mucores innaſ- 
|  Aph. 60. Quibus diuturno dolore Iſchia- 
dico vexatis, femur excidit, iis crus conta- 
beſcit, et claudicant niſi urantur. 
Hipp. Aph. Vorſtij ak Batav. 
Ann. coC XXIII. P 

Aph. 59. Quibus ab iſchiade diutumo 
vexatis, iſchium e proprio loco excidit, at- 
que rurſus incidit, iis muci innaſcuntur. 

Aph. 60. Quibus diuturno iſchiade vex- 
atis, iſchium excidit, iis crus — et 
claudicant niſi urantur. 15 

Tranſlatio Charterii. 

Aph. 59. Quibus longo coxendicum do- 
lore conflictatis, femoris ſummum coxa ex- 
cidit, rurſumque recidit, iis mucoſa ibidem 
pituita colligitur. - os * 

Aph. 60. Quibus diuturno ane bie- 
dico vexatis, femoris caput coxa excidit, 11s 
femur contabeſcit, & claudicant niſi urantur. 

Tranflatio Hollerii. 

Whether "I y:25 means preciſely the diſeaſe 
of * Wi * WERE is the ſubject of your 
obſer- 


obſervations ; whether the two preceding a- 
phoriſms are to be conſidered. as a ſtatement 
by Hippocrates, of pathognomonic ſigns in 
the progreſſive courſe. of the diſeaſe; or 
whether the firſt of them, be only intended 
to notify two leading ſymptoms -indicative 
of an approaching ſuppuration, or ſucceſſive 
ſuppurations likely to enfue, I do not im- 
pertinently interpoſe an opinion: theſe are 
points J leave entirely to the n 
of your proſeſſium. afl 
It is chiefly concerning the ſenſe of, the 
firſt of the two aphoriſms, namely, the 539th 
of the 6th Section, that I cannot help differ- 
ing from the interpreters, whoſe tranſlations 
J have not repreſented either unfaithfully or 
unfavourably; and the following obſerva- 
tions ſeem to confirm and ſupport ſufficient- 
ly, the expoſition to which 1 am AE to 
give the preference. | 
The readers of Aa 4 not be 
told, , how very laxly he uſes the word 'Io-x:o0* 
and for a proof of this, I refer to Foeſij 
Oecon. Hipp. ſub voce, where the rea- 
1 . der 


der will find ample authorities for the lati- 


tude of acceptation in which I tranſlate the 
word. To corroborate this tranſſation, I 


likewiſe refer to Gorræi Opera edit. Paris 


1622 p. 275, ſub: vocibus "Ioyv et Ie. 
It cannot be denied or doubted; that the 


verb iF ahuus as certainly ſignifies exſtare, to 


project, or- ſtand out, as excidere to 
+5 falb but. When a word has various ſig- 
nifications, aſſuredly a tranſlator has a good 
right to take it in that particular acceptation, 
which beſt accords with what he conceives 
to be the meaning of the author he tranſlates. 
May I not add, that it ſeems probable, if 


Hippocrates had really meant to affirm, that 


th e thigh 'bone fell out, he would naturally 


have employed the verb exwiz]w; excidere, 
to , fall out, in direct oppoſition to the 


verb T7, which he uſes | immediately 


after, in the ſenſe of incidere, to fall in? 


It is readily acknowledged, that this is to 
be conſidered only as a conjecture; but me- 
dical men muſt not entirely ſet aſide conjec- 
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tures, for Celſus himſelf. we that medi- 
cine is a conjectural art. id 1. dien 

Readers of Greek 3 We tha ms 
Wanw; as certainly ſignifies. retro, retror- 
ſum, and contra, behind, and on the 
other ſide, as it does rurſus, and iterum, 
again. Such as are doubtful of this, 
may ſee in Foeſius's book above mentioned, 
under the word dh, enough to Warrant 
beyond all diſpute, my tranſlation of it, 
which is confirmed moreover, by the ex- 
preſs teſtimony of Galen himſelf; and from 
what De Haen ſays of him, Galen ſeems 
to be conſidered as the beſt . of 
Hippocrates * *. 5 | 

J have, ook needleſcly, 1 in aid of Gach 
authorities, referred to ſome deciſive paſſa- 
ges of Ariſtophanes, and Homer, where 
1 4 is evidently uſed in the Rc ſenſe 


I have given it in my tranſlation T. 
| ee 3 . To 


* Vide A. De Haen * Ms * Ratio | Medendi, Ae.” Ut 


ſupra, p- 8. 5 | 
f V. Ariſtoh. Aves, 12 2 and E 648, "where 
: | dN 
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To the rendering of the e abe 
which I have tranſlated Suppurationes, al- 
though it has various ſignifications, there 
cannot I believe be any ſolid objection; in 
vindication of the ſenſe in which I have 
taken it, L appeal to Gorræus, who expound: 
it in the ſame meaning, with ere to this 
very aphoriſm. Vide · Gorræi 4 ut 
er 2 43. ſub nn e kim 

bie, lle Hus 


adus is unqueſtionably uſed for ze, retro; edit. Rich. 
Franc. Phil. Brunck, 8vo. 1783. D 
In the Acharnenſes, 1. 1179, _—— occurs in 


the fame ſenſe. I refer likewiſe to a Scholium in the 


Baſil edition of Kriftophanes, 1547, fol. p. 368, on the 


| firſt-quoted paſſage of the Aves, lin. 2. 


Add to all this an extract from the ingenious and ac- 
curate. remarks of Lennep on the word waau. © Cete- 
rum propria vis hujus ale [wax] clare ſentire Sur 

ex illo Iliad. 2. is. Ae | 


— Tx * ri du diss viorles 
We yop xclemrePres GPU jaWv A 


"Hi vero Dann retro domum! werunt, | 5 
| ,Oqpnes * * eximius Bellerephontes. | 


Retro 


, 


.. 


. 

Thus you ſee, that there is not a ſingle 
word of any importance in the original text, 
which I have warped, violated, or tranſlat- 
ed at my own peril ; they are rendered on 
good authorities. From this ſimple, and 
as I think well-ſupported tranſlation, the 

ſenſe and purport of the 59th aphoriſm, juſt 


Retro, p. p- retrogrado motu (ut verbis utar Hoo- 
geveenij.) Adde inn Iliad. A. 380; 4. 2143 3 
E. 257, &c. | 
Ino. Daniel, A. 5 6 Etymologicum Linge 
Græcæ. Pars prior. ag a vas 8v0. CIIIJCCKC. 

p. 725-8. | 

H. A. 380. ALD 
*. Xuduer & 3 ch wd¹ Axio 
Iratus itaq ; ſenex retro abivit. 
| CLanze, 


H. . 214. 


WAA ayer org 8701 


retro curvati ſunt acuti hami. 
- CLARKE. 


H. x. 257. 
| Tory 0's dun durig ameloder dals lr. ic 511 
Hos autem non benen wens auſerent yeloces equi- 


CLARKE. 


amounts 


ix 252 J 

amounts to this „In the courſe of a linger- 
ing diſeaſe of the hip joint, a ſtanding out 
of the hip and a a falling in behind of the 
nates,” are ſigns of ſuppur ation 
The doctrine of your book, is biber 
the very doctrine of Hippocrates. This ſa- 
gacious and indefatigable obſerver, diſco- 
vered it, and for the benefit of poſterity 
conſigned it to writing, in my opinion with 
the philoſophical precifion of a ſcholar, and 
the elegant felicity of a gentleman. 5 

For the preceding reaſons, 1 cannot help 
thinking, that there i is not one of the tran- 
{ſlatars-T have fm, who has expreſſed the 
meaning of | Hippocrates truly; but from 
the influence of your obſervations on my 
mind, I am diſpoſed to believe, that the 
5 59th aphoriſm will hereafter be generally re- 
ceived in the ſenſe here contended for. 

After what has been faid in ſupport of 
this tranſlation of the 59th aphoriſm, it is 
not neceſſary to add any thing to obviate the 


e ng See be ſtated to my tran- 
ſlation 


"7 8 1 
ſlation of the 60th. Whatever militates for, 
or againſt the one, militates equally for, or 
againſt the other, and of courſe, both my 
tranſlations muſt ſtand or fall together. 


I am, 
Dear Sir, 
Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 


Liſſon Grove, | 
January 31, 1794. | J. G 
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EXPLANATION « or THE PLATES. 


PLarz I. See $2. * Pag. 12. 


'Tris figure is intended to ſhew the elonga- 
tion of the limb, its general emaciated appear- 
ance, the flatneſs of the nates on the diſeaſed 
tide, with other circumſtances attending the 
early periods of the diſeaſe of the hip joint. 


Prov II. 
T kis figure repreſents the limb ſhortened, and 
| anchyloſed, the patient having undergone re- 
peated ſuppurations from a caries in the hip 
joint; this and the preceding figures were 
taken by Mr. Birnie ; the firſt, from a patient, 
who is now afflicted with the ſymptoms of diſ- 
eaſe in the hip joint in its early ſtate, antece- 
dent to an external ſuppuration and the ſhort- 
ening of the limb: the other from the Caſe 
deſcribed, p- 161. | 


PLATE 


b 256 ] 


ak III. 

The carious ken repreſented in this plate, 
were taken from the patient, whoſe caſe is re- 
lated i in the firſt Section, p. 24. 

Fr. I. A. Shews a probe paſſed into a Tall 
hole, occaſioned by caries of the cotyloid ca- 
vity. | | 
FIC. II. B. Shews the-probe paſſed through 
the cotyloid cavity, to the external fide of the 
as innominatum, where a caries had taken 
place more conſiderable, than that 1 in the aceta- 


* x 


bulum coxendicis. 
| | 


Parr IV., 

Repreſents the anchyloſis of the * . 
referred to in Sect . P. 155. 

A. The ſpine of the os ilium. 

B. The head of the thigh bone, anchyloſed 
in the cotyloid cavity. 

C. The trochanter major. 
D. Portions of diſeaſed bone, which had 
united to the thigh bone, and ultimately pro- | 
duced no inconvenience to the patient, as he 


had for a long time, previous to his death, re- 


covered from the complaint in the hip joint. 
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E. The iſchion, and os pubis, both of which 
ſhew evident marks of N ſuffered, great 
Aiſeaſe. 

Parr Y..- ver Pag. 159. 

Fro. I. A. Shews the head and negk of the 
thigh bone, almoſt deſtroyed by caries, the rę- 
mainder of the thigh bone being free from 
diſeaſe. 

Fic. II. A. 8 the 9 n en- 
tirely obliterated. 

. cotflol cavity on the oppoſite _ 
ina ſoundand healthy ſtate, 

C. The os facrum incurvated in ſuch a man- 
ner, as to produce a contraction of the ſupe- 
riour aperture of the pelvis. 

D. The os pubis, and iſchion, ſhewing evi- 
dent marks of having been ſubjected to caries. 


PLATE VI. Tee Caſe XVI. pag. 273. 
Fre, I. A. The head of the thigh bone carious, 
it appears rough, ſhooting out into ſmall points, 
which might in proceſ 8 of time have united 
with the new bone formed in the cotyloid 
cavity, and finally produced an anchyloſis, if 
the progreſs of the diſcaſe had been favourable. 
Fr G. II. A. Spine of the os ilium diſeaſed. 

g* 7B. he 


it 56 1 £ 
B. The cotyloid cavity, entirely dettroyell. 
. A maſs of new bony matter formed in 
the cavity, which, like the callus of a fractured 
bone, would, in the cburſe of time, have pro- 
bably filled up the ſpace, formerly occupied 
_ by the head of the thigh bone, and might ul- 
timately have coaleſced with it. f 
D. Various portions of the c os innominatum 
affected with caries. | 


PLATE vII., 


Is intended to ſhew a caries of the jeint &f 
the wriſt, the bones united by anchyloſis : : the 
diſeaſe is repreſented in two figures, in order 
to . a complete union of the carious 
| joint. | | 
„ PLATE 4M. | 

Shews the carious ſpine, more particularly 
deſcribed i in Sect. VI. p. 231. 

A. Carious vertebræ, either completely or 
partially united by anchyloſis. 

B. Carious vertebræ diſunited from each 
other, but evidently ſhewing a tendency to- 
wards A coaleſcence of ſurfaces. 

C. Intervertebral ſubſtance not affected by 


the diſeaſe. | | F AY 67 
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